
14. WILLEY, RUNWICK  AND DIPPENHALL 

It is not often realised that the Parish of Wrecclesham extends for some distance beyond what might 

be regarded as the Village of Wrecclesham to the north of the A 31 road to Alton and Winchester.  In 

early times this was the Runwick Tithing and extends both to the north and to the west to the 

Hampshire boundary and to the Parish Boundaries of Crondall and Bentley.  To the east the Parish 

boundary is that of St Andrews, Farnham which runs north from the Coxbridge roundabout, again to 

the Hampshire boundary. 

This land, while predominantly agricultural, incorporates a number of significant properties including 

the estates of Willey, the hamlet of Dippenhall, and Runwick.  When the Wrecclesham Parish was 

established in 1840 around 50% of the funds raised came from Farnham residents.  Less than 1% of 

the funds came from Wrecclesham residents.  This reflects the relative prosperity of the Town as 

compared with the Village at the time.  Whether it was a deliberate decision to balance the social 

structure of the Parish by including some of the more prosperous parts that were located to the 

North of the A 31, or whether this was pure chance the addition of these properties in the Parish has 

over the years, although perhaps not so much in recent times, provided a significant benefit both 

financially and through the input of residents from this area who have been involved in village 

affairs. 

 

Map of Village showing the area to the North of Alton Road 

 



This Briefing Paper will be dealing with the area in three sections: 

     Willey 

     Runwick  

         and Dippenhall 

 

WILLEY 

 

I am covering the Willey Estate in three sections: 

       

     Willey Place 

     Willey Park 

         and Ridgeway 

 

WILLEY PLACE 

 

Willey Place is at the western end of the area we are considering.  The western boundary of the 

Parish is Chamber Lane, which is also the Hampshire boundary and the boundary of Bentley Parish.  

Willey Place is the largest of the houses we are considering in this paper 

 

 
 

 Willey Place 

The picture above shows the southern elevation of the House.  Like many of these houses it is the 

manor house of the estate and there are many additional properties in its grounds, including a farm 

house and several estate buildings.   

 



Willey Place is a Grade II Listed Building which dates from the 18th Century with 19th Century 

additions.  Many of the adjacent properties now separately let to both residential and commercial 

tenants. 

 

Adjacent to Willey Place and just inside the Hampshire/Bentley boundary is another large estate 

called Northbrook.  It is now chiefly known as a wedding venue and although it is outside our Parish 

boundary it has significance to Wrecclesham as the daughter of a previous owner, Isabella Schroder 

was to bequest a significant amount of money that is known as the Schroder Trust and which has 

benefited many Wrecclesham projects.  We will however deal with the Schroder Trust in a future 

programme. 

 

THE WARD FAMILY 

 

In the early 19th Century the Willey estate was owned by the Ward family an ancient family deriving 

from Cheshire where they had a large estate known as Capesthorne.  That they were a family of 

substance can be seen from the picture below of Capesthorne Hall. 

 

 
 

Capesthorne Hall 

 

James Ward was one of the early occupiers of Willey Place where he lived with his wife, Elizabeth, 
and where they brought up a family of 9 children James was an extensive land-owner and a 
magistrate for the County of Hampshire.  The tithe map for Surrey shows him in 1839 owning 32 
units of land measuring 217 acres in the area north of Wrecclesham.  
 
The Ward family, during the 19th century, were associated with several of the large properties on the 
south facing slopes to the west of Dippenhall, and leading from the Turnpike Road to Winchester 
and the River Wey.    There is a window in the south aisle of St Peter’s Church which is dedicated to 
James Ward. The subscription list prepared at the time of the building of St Peter’s Church shows 
James Ward to be one of those contributing £50 which, in those days, was a significant sum.  The 
inscription on the window for James Ward says that he:   
 

‘Was a munificent contributor to the church building fund.’ 



WILLEY PARK 
 
There are three properties in the area I have called Willey Park.  The main house, once known as 
Willey Park, is now better known as the Farnham House Hotel. 
 

 
 

Willey Park 
 

It will be seen as this paper develops that there are some very close connections between the 
estates and the families that we are considering. A gentleman called Charles Frederick Roumieu, 
who was living in Runwick House, built Willey Park in 1896 for his son, George Frederick Roumieu.  
The House was built on land that was originally part of the Willey Estate. Towards the end of the 19th 
Century George Frederick made a substantial contribution to both Farnham and Wrecclesham. 
 
George Frederick Roumieu graduated from Jesus College, Cambridge, in 1877.  Seeking a career in 
law he was admitted to Lincoln’s Inn on 26 October 1874 and called to the bar six years later, on 21 
April 1880.  In 1877, aged 26, he married Augusta Henrietta Ward.   In this fairly close-knit 
community of houses in the Willey/Dippenhall area it is interesting to note that Augusta Ward was 
the daughter of Owen Ward and granddaughter of James Ward of Willey Place.   
  
George had a busy life.  Throughout much of his time in Farnham he served as coroner for West 
Surrey, a position he held for 30 years.  He had a keen interest in farming and was twice appointed 
president of the British Dairy Farmers Association.  He was active as a well-known judge of cattle at 
county and national agricultural shows. He was a justice of the peace, a member of Farnham Urban 
District Council, a member of the Farnham Board of Guardians, chairman of the parish council and of 
the Farnham Joint Isolation Hospital in what is now Weydon Lane.  He was an active freemason and 
a keen sportsman and a generous supporter of local activity.  Among those to benefit from his 
generosity was Church House in Union Street, Farnham.  The site for these premises was gifted by 
him.  He was also an active parishioner, a church warden of St Peter’s Church and a trustee of St 
Peter’s School. There is a memorial window in St Peter’s Church to George Frederick Roumieu. 
 



RIDGEWAY HOUSE  

The origins of Ridgeway House seem to have followed what is a familiar pattern. The property had 

been built by James Ward for his son Owen, on land in his occupation.  

 

Ridgeway House 

Owen, James Ward’s fifth son, whose full name was Owen Florence Louis Ward, was a professional 
soldier, and was a Captain in the 11th North Devonshire Foot Regiment.  He met and married his wife 
Annie Alice Welman while posted to Australia.  Annie, who had been born in Sidney, and Owen, 
were married in 1847 at Trinity Church, Launceston, Tasmania.  Following his long army career Owen 
eventually retired to Shortheath House, on the Willey Estate, with his wife, Annie.  It is understood 
that they had 16 children.  The first four were born in Australia and there were eight children who 
were born in Shortheath House and baptised at St Peter’s Church 1.  
 
Members of the family were regular parishioners at St. Peter’s Church and would have known Rev. 
Henry Julius well, not least because he was a friend of James Ward, but also because he baptised 
eight of their children and, sadly, buried three who died at an early age. There is a Ward vault at St 
Peter’s Church.  Owen was also a church warden of St. Peter’s Church and, as such, a trustee and 
governor of St Peter’s School which he helped develop.  
 
A memorial window was placed in St Peter’s Church in memory of his parents, Owen Ward and 
Annie Ward, by their son, Rev. Stanhope Edgar Ward, who was their 11th born child 
 

                                                           
1
  The birthplace of two of the family is not known at present but may well have been during Owen’s postings 

abroad. 



 

STANHOPE EDGAR WARD 
 
It will be recalled that one of Owen’s daughters, Augusta Henrietta, had married George Roumieu 
and lived with him at Willey Park. However, perhaps the main contribution to the Farnham area 
made by any one of their children was that by Edgar Stanhope Ward. . After studying Law at Oxford, 
he took Holy Orders and was ordained as a priest.  Over a significantly long period at the end of the 
19th, and into the 20th Century, Edgar Stanhope Ward was a curate at Rowledge, St Thomas on the 
Bourne, Tilford and Dockenfield Churches.   Stanhope knew the Rev. Parker of Rowledge well, and 
dedicated a book of poems to him, the “Roundelays of Rowledge”.  It was Stanhope who gifted the 
memorials in St Peter’s to his father and grandfather.  
 
When Ridgeway House was sold in 2009 for £3.5,  the Estate Agents described it as: 
 
‘an immaculately presented period house with beautifully proportioned interiors which allow for entertaining 
on a grand scale.  The house is a period property which the vendors have spent a great deal of time and effort 
refurbishing. Originally a small Georgian house, the house had a large Victorian extension and was 
subsequently further extended sympathetically in the early 1990s. Extending to 9,645 sq ft, the property has 
beautifully proportioned interiors which allow for entertaining on a grand scale. There is also a separate 
cottage. 
 
The gardens and grounds are beautifully maintained and have been landscaped to make the most of the 
property's fine setting and southerly aspect. The majority of the formal gardens are laid to lawn with an 
outdoor swimming pool and an all-weather clay tennis court positioned a short distance from the house.’ 
 

In the 1980’s part of the house was used as a recording Studio by Jacob’s Studios Ltd. 
Amongst the famous recording artists to use the facilities were Robbie Williams and Status Quo. I 
have no information at present of the current ownership of Ridgeway House but it is understood 
that it is the base for a commercial enterprise.    

OTHER PROPERTIES IN THE WILLEY ESTATE.  

Although it carries the name Willey, I have omitted discussing in this paper Willey Mill, both because 
it is situated to the south of the Alton Road, but also because it will be considered in a later meeting 
when we talk about the River Wey. 

There are two properties adjacent to Willey Park, these are a stylish house called Old Park House 
and a more modern bungalow.  Old Park House was the original stable/coach house block with the 
coachman’s quarters above.  The two properties are now purely residential. 

 

 
Old Park House 



RUNWICK 

On the eastern perimeter of this area of land is Runwick, which is the area immediately to the South 

of Dippenhall.  The focal point of this area is Runwick House which has for over 200 year been a 

prominent dwelling for a succession of Farnham residents who have.contributed in full measure to 

the life of the town. 

 

Runwick House 

Originally known as Lower House in Runwick it was purchased in 1788 by John Knight for his eldest 

son, George Coldham Knight, who had it rebuilt the house and renamed as Runwick House.  The 

Knight family owned vast swathes of land in the Runwick Tything and the house was to remain in the 

Knight family for some 90 years.  On John Knight’s death, in 1800, Runwick House, was left to his 

third son Charles, together with Lower Farm and the accompanying land.  Charles Knight who prior 

to this had been working as a Stationer in London, became a very rich man.  In 1840, when the Tithe 

map was undertaken, Charles Knight was shown to occupy some 350 acres of land mostly in the 

Runwick area.  It will be seen from the Tithe Map that the land in the Willey and Runwick areas was 

extensively planted for hops which had added to the wealth of these families. 

Like Willey Close, Runwick House is a Grade II listed building and is closely connected to the 

neighbouring farmland and associated buildings and dwellings which extend either side of Runwick 

Lane.  Runwick House itself is situated just to the north of the Alton Road and alongside Runwick 

Lane which runs to the west of the house and leads to the hamlet of Dippenhall. 

Charles Knight was one of the Farnham ‘worthies’, selected by the Vicar of St Andrew’s in 1939, to 
progress the development of a Church in Wrecclesham.  He was heavily involved in Farnham affairs 
as a member of the Ratepayers Association and the Board of Surveyors.   
 
 
The Knights of Runwick were leading people in Wrecclesham.  Charles Knight contributed 
handsomely to the building of the church.  He was a trustee and governor of the School and when it 



was replaced in 1859 and was in the forefront as a contributor to the funds for its building.  Charles’s 
wife, Elizabeth, was chosen to lay the foundation stone for St Peter’s Church.   
 
On his deathbed, in 1860, Charles expressed a wish for an alms-house to be built in his memory.   
This building, in The Street was dedicated to provision for:  ‘Two men and two women, of not less 
than 60 years old.  Each inmate was to receive five shillings (25p) per week’.2   Charles Knight was a 
significant financial supporter of many Wrecclesham projects.  He and his wife occupy a vault built 
alongside the Church, in the St Peter’s graveyard.   
 

 
 

The Knight’s Almshouses 
 
On Charles’ death Runwick House the Runwick House Estate was divided into nine lots, the largest 
being Runwick House itself which came with 200 acreas of land, mainly planted with hops.  Several 
of the plots were purchased by Mrs Caroline Paine, the wealthy widow of John Manwaring Paine, 
both of whom were significant benefactors to Wrecclesham.  Runwick House was leased to Charles 
Roumiueu along with Weydon Hill Farm and Bunces.   His son, George Roumieu, had lived there for a 
short while after his marriage to Henrietta Ward, and prior to the building of Willey Park. 
 
In more recent years Runwick House was occupied by Sir John and Lady Verney.  John Verney was a 

distinguished writer, painter and illustrator and a major contributor to life in Farnham.   As an ardent 

conservationist he had a very great influence in the town and had it not been for him, many 

buildings which are treasured today as part of the town’s exceptional architectural heritage, 

including the Farnham Maltings and the Wrecclesham Pottery might no longer exist.  He was a man 

who devoted himself to the service of his fellow citizens, and he left Farnham with friends in every 

walk of life. 

Runwick House is currently occupied by Robert Mansfield who, as a consultant on highways and 

traffic, is prominent in the activity of those in Farnham trying to defend the town centre from the 

threat of traffic chaos in the wake of the proposed East Street/Brightwells development being 

promoted by Waverley Borough Council 

                                                           
2 The Wrecclesham Alms-houses is another topic which has been highlighted for a future meeting of the Wrecclesham History 
Project. 



DIPPENHALL 

Dippenhall is a small hamlet in the Tything of Runwick immediately north of Runwick House and 

approached from Runwick Lane which runs along the western boundary of Runwick House.  The 

hamlet is known to date back to the 14th Century and was centred upon a large farmhouse, known as 

Dippen Hall.  The estate land stretched to some 150 acres and was a mixture of arable pasture and 

woodland, which, like most of the land in the Willey, Runwick, Dippenhall area, in the 18th/19th 

Centuries was largely used for growing hops.   

 

Initially there were about 10 main holdings in Dippenhall .  And although there are still a number of 

active farms in the area,  like many others they have diversified and their buildings are now used, 

not only for agriculture, but for a wide variety of commercial undertakings.  Dippenhall today is 

mostly known for the large number of expensive houses that  were developed in the 20th Century. 

The celebrated architect Harold Falkner (1875-1963) had acquired a large land ownership in 

Dippenhall and he was responsible for the building there around a dozen important houses, many of 

which are listed buildings.  He was noted particularly for the use of material from recycled buildings 

and his properties now fetch prices in £2-3 million range.  The pictures overleaf will give some 

impression of the change that has come about in the hamlet since its early days. 

 



 

Burles House 
 

 

Overdean 

 

The picture on the previous page  shows three of Harold Falkner’s buildings, in the foreground is 

Burles Lodge, in the middle is Burles House while  at the top of the picture is a house called Mead. 

The connection between Dippenhall and Wrecclesham has been largely lost in recent years but in 

the past the Paine Family, notably William Pinke Paine and John Manwaring Paine, who owned a 

brickworks and quarry in Dippenhall where they had land and  property, contributed significantly to 

Wrecclesham development.  The stone for building St Peter’s Church had been provided by the 

Paine family from their quarries in Dippenhall and the land for the Church had been gifted by 

William Pinke Paine.  The land for the school in School Hill was donated by Caroline Paine, John 

Manwaring Paine’s widow. 
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