
15 - THE PARISH HALL, WRECCLESHAM 

The Parish Hall which was on the western side of Wrecclesham Road, adjacent to Wrecclesham Farm was built in 

1925 and was opened for use on 12 Dec 1925. 

The Hall was a significant facility with a main hall capable of seating 250, and a stage, well equipped with curtains 

and lighting for dramatic performances and concerts.  Opening from the stage on either side were anti rooms that 

served both as dressing rooms, when the hall was used for performances, and at other times for smaller meeting 

rooms. This was all served by a kitchen and toilet facilities. 

It will be seen from the map below that the hall occupied a substantial site with frontage on Wrecclesham Road.   

The site itself was more than ¼ of an acre and had a significant area of tarmacadam that would have provided 

substantial car parking.  However for much its life the number of car owners in the village was negligible. It would 

only be in its final years that car use would have begun to grow. 
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The hall was built in the early days of the Rev Leonard Starey.  Rev Starey, who came to Wrecclesham in 1923, took 

an early interest in establishing a Parish Hall. 

At the time of its opening in 1925, the Surrey and Hants News of 10th December carried the following report: 

‘Everybody was charmed with the beautiful building which opened on Tuesday evening.  Opened by Mrs 

Wrightson, who, with her husband Mr H. Wrightson had given the project much moral and material 

support, pronounced the hall opened as a centre for parochial life. 

Both externally and internally the appearance of the building attracts by its careful design and has been 

described as a ‘model for the Diocese’. 
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 The Parish Hall is mistakenly called Welfare Centre and Clinic in this map. 



The site for the hall, which was close to the Vicarage2, had been gifted by Mr Wrightson.  The building 

marks the consummation of years of effort to which the Vicar, the Rev L. Starey, has, since he was 

appointed, contributed much zeal and enthusiasm. 

The Vicar, who presided at the opening, in his opening remarks, said it was a moment to which the 

congregation had long looked forward.  They had worked and waited and for this reason they would enjoy 

the hall all the more.  The hall represented the work of a great many people over a number of years. 

The Parish hall was a very important part of the parochial machinery.  They wanted a place where they 

could meet and learn something about each other in friendship and fellowship. 

He hoped that the hall would be a place of fellowship and from where the people of the village would 

always feel that they would have a good evening and would  learn a little more about that problem that 

was always with them, the problem of how to live together. 

The Vicar appealed to those present to realise that the hall was their hall.  Everyone in Wrecclesham must 

feel that they have stake in it, and as their hall they ought to support it.’ 

It should be noticed that the hall was known as the Parish Hall and not the Village Hall, although it genuinely 

provided a facility for the whole of the village.   It had been established by the church with Diocesan support as a 

facility to support the work of the Church in Wrecclesham. 

The architect for the hall was the Diocesan Architect A.J. Stedman.  The hall was built by Messrs Mills and Son of 

Long Bridge, Farnham.  The building was estimated to have cost £2000 and at the time of the opening there was still 

a shortfall of £500-600 to be raised.  Voluntary contributions to this cost had ranged from 7/6d. to £100 and had 

amounted to £1000.  It was announced that W.J. Eade, the Church’s sexton, was to become the hall caretaker. 

Despite its designation as a Parish Hall, for more than 20 years, which included the duration of World War II, the hall 

provided a most valuable facility for both the church and the village.  In the light of this popularity it is perhaps 

surprising that to date we have been unable to find a photograph of the outside of the hall, although we are still 

hopeful of the existence of such a picture.  In contrast we have some very good photographs of the hall in use, one 

of which is shown below, which show how valuable the facility had proved. 

                         

Derby and Joan Club Dinner (Date not known) 
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  The lady standing between the tables on the right is Lilian Parrott, Bob Parrott’s mother, who was a stalwart of the hall and 

who was given a presentation in 1963 after 25 years voluntary service to the Wrecclesham Baby Clinic. 



Apart from the regular users such as the Derby and Joan Club, Wrecclesham Old Time Dance Club, Mothers Union 

and Women’s Institutes, the hall was used for jumble sales, wedding receptions and for dancing.  Indeed the Parish 

Hall Minutes in 1956 show concern being raised about the effect of stiletto heels during the Rock and Roll Dance 

evenings!   

Among the regular users was the Maternity and Child Welfare clinic, held each Wednesday, and which is 

remembered by many of those people who still live in the village, no doubt including some of our own Project 

members.  

 Bob Parrott, a long standing Wrecclesham resident, recalls how his wife, Doreen, up and down the hills, Manley 

Bridge Road one way, and Quennels Hill the other, which lie between these two villages. In those days this was the 

main route to Rowledge and there was a sign post at the bottom of Quennels Hill directing people that way. 

In the late 50’s the Hall Committee lost the services of several members who had been stalwarts in better times.  The 

committee had been well served since its opening by a number of prominent Wrecclesham residents including 

Harold Bunting., the Head Teacher of St Peter’s School, Percy Elsmore, the local grocer and Mr and Mrs W.R Tanner, 

who had moved into the Old Vicarage soon after the Hall was built.  The Tanners had been members of the 

Committee since its opening and they had, between them, been holding the posts of Secretary and Treasurer for 14 

years from 1944 to 1958 when they retired. Another long serving member, Lt. Col. Albert Olphert, who lived at 

Woodlands, had been on the committee for 26 years from 1928-1964. 

In comparison there had been, over the lifetime of the hall, fairly regular changes in the Vicars, who served as 

Chairmen of the Hall Committee.   

Leonard Starey    1923 – 1934. 

Jerrold de Lancey Laurence.  1934 – 1944. 
James Reginald Stevens.  1944 – 1953. 
Charles Frederick Leverton.  1954 – 1983. 
 

Although the hall had been well used prior to, and throughout, the war, the usage apparently dropped off in the post 

war period.  It was during the chairmanship of Rev Charles Leverton that concern was being expressed about hall 

finances. 

The hall at the time of Rev. Laverton’s arrival had been in use for 26 years and it was beginning to show signs of 

wear.  Complaints from users, about for example heating, cleanliness and broken windows, were becoming more 

frequent.  The Hall Committee were also concerned at the cost of heating the hall.  The boiler was coke fired and, 

due to its age, the replacement of the boiler became increasingly of concern.   

The fall in the number of bookings was also exercising the committee and they had taken the step to increase 

income from usage by providing daytime accommodation for the Farnham School of Art.  From Dec 1965 the Hall 

Committee agreed letting the hall to the Farnham School of Art for 5 days and 3 evenings each week.  The remaining 

evenings and weekends were to be retained for local letting.  In addition 2 weekdays a month were retained for use 

by the Women’s Institute and the Darby and Joan Club.  Moreover there was a division of the heating and lighting 

costs, for which the School was charged an additional 17/6d for each session. 

On 6th Feb 1964, the Hall Committee celebrated its 100th meeting.  At this meeting the members were asked to think 

of ways of raising more funds.  Suggestions were made for Jumble Sales, Bring and Buy Sales, Whist Drives, Travel 

Shows and Dances.   It was suggested that some reduction in use might have been attributable to the opening of the 

Youth Centre in Greenfield Road.  The committee was reminded that the hall was a Parish Hall and not a Village Hall 

and that it was held by the St Peter’s Parochial Church Councl under trust from the Guildford Diocesan Fund. The 

Purpose of the Hall was defined by the Trust Deed as follows: 



‘To provide for the spiritual, moral and social wants of the neighbouring population, 

subject to the approval of the vicar. 

These may include social, political and other meetings and approved entertainment.’ 

 

On this basis the PCC was not able to entertain a loss on the running costs.  These objectives had 

not otherwise been unduly restrictive, although there had been a restriction on the use of the hall 

for Bingo, which might have been one means of increasing income.  It was noted that the branch 

library had once been in the hall.  In 1940 it had been moved to the Wrecclesham Institute 

 

At a Hall meeting in1968 the treasurer, Vice Admiral Sir Thomas Saunders, presented the 

accounts, which emphasised the degree to which the hall was dependent upon income from the 

use of the hall by the Farnham School of Art.  It was noted that the Farnham School of Art was 

proposing to vacate the hall from November 1968.   

 

In an effort to establish the hall as a facility that might attract grant the PCC applied to the Charity 

Commission for Charitable status to be given to the hall.  This was approved and established on 

11th March 1968.  No. 148,661 

 

Admiral Saunders advised that Income for the year 1967 had amounted to £501 – 10 - 0.  Of this, 

the contract with the Farnham  School of Art contributed £400 (80%) but income from use by the 

general public was only £110 – 10 – 0.(20%) 

 

In comparison, hall expenditure was relatively modest   £426 – 10. -  0 divided as follows:.     

£153 – 0  – 0d  Wages  

£197 – 2 – 10d.  Heating and Lighting 

£47 – 13 – 11d. .   Repairs and Maintenance.   

£28 – 13 – 9d.  Sundries. 

 

It was agreed that once use by the Farnham School of Art was terminated, the Hall would be 

running at a significant deficit.  It was noted that although the Farnham Urban District Council 

granted 100% relief of rates, as a Church Hall, it was not eligible for the award of grant. 

 

It was agreed that representatives of the Church should arrange for discussion to be made with 

the Farnham Urban District Council both to discuss the planning application and also to see if the 

Council might be interested in purchasing the hall.. 

 

Further discussion centred upon the policy to be adopted re disposal of the hall.  It was agreed 

that a Planning Application be made for the use of the site for light industry.  If refused alternative 

use for storage might be considered. 

 

Following this discussion the Committee agreed the following motion: 

 

‘This committee can see no way by which the Parish Hall can continue to function after the end of 

the year without incurring significant cost to the Parish. The Committee therefore request that 

consideration be given by the PCC to the sale of the hall.’ 

 

It was agreed that no bookings be taken after 31st March 1969. At a meeting of the PCC on 22nd 

Sep it was agreed that: 



subject to a satisfactory figure being offered the existing Parish Hall should be sold and the 

proceeds directed to the construction of a suitable building for Church Use’. 

 

At the meeting with Farnham Council officers it was agreed that the Council would consider 

purchasing the hall as a village amenity. 

 

The Town Clerk, Mr Underwood., told the meeting that: 

  

The Council was anxious to preserve village identities and was considering purchasing the 

hall for use as a village amenity to be run by a representative cillage committee. 

 

In the meantime an offer of £6,000 had been received for the hall from McMannus Ltd, the 

prospective developers of the new Riverside development. 

 

The PCC agreed that, dependent on the sale of hall providing money sufficient, they would wish to 

erect a smaller building, which was more suitable for activities such as Sunday School, Mother’s 

Union Fellowships, Youth Work and Parsih Meetings. 

 

The PCC considered where such a building might be sited and they suggested two possible sites, 

behind the Church and at the southern end of the Cemetery, on the site of the Youth Hut. 

 

The Vicar and Churchwardens had visited a hall at Grayshott , that was a Guildway building with 

an external brick finish and two sliding partitions.  The hall area was 975 sq.ft.,which was 100sq. ft 

smaller than the existing Parish Hall.  The cost of such a building would be between £5,000 and 

£5,600..excluding levelling, services, car park, fencing etc. 

 

After discussion of the merits of the two sites it was decided that the preferred option would be in 

the Churchyard on account of its proximity to the Church. 

 

In the meantime the Farnham Urban District Council had appointed a Working Party and they had 

agreed that a hall in Wrecclesham was a desirable amenity for the village and they provisionally 

offered £6,000 to purchase the hall. FUDC were to be given first refusal.. 

 

However, the Council did not think there was a need for two halls in the village and asked:  

‘what was the prospect of the Church replacing the hall’. 

 

It was suggested that the church and the council should meet to agree some form of joint 

participation. If this was not supported they recommended that the Council should take no 

further action in the provision or rehabilitation of a hall in Wrecclesham.   

 

However the PCC decided to proceed with its intention to sell the Parish Hall and to erect a new 

hall behind the church and instructed Hoar, Sanderson and Spooner to sell the Parish Hall.   

Planning permission had previously been sought for industrial use of the hall but this was refused.  

Eventually planning permission was given for the provision of four houses, taking the form of two 

blocks of two semi-detached house.  (See photo on next page) 

 



 
 

   The four houses built on the Parish Hall site. 

 

The final meeting of the Parish Hall Committee was held on 29th Oct 1969.  At this meeting it was 

noted that the balance in the Hall account was  

£608 – 2s -. 9d.. It was proposed that all monies should be transferred to the Parish Hall Fund, 

administered by the Parochial Church Council.    

 

The sale of the Parish Hall was to take place by auction on 21st January 1970.  In the event the 

property was sold previously by Private Treaty for £6,200.  After expenses the net receipt for the 

hall accrued by the Church was £5,800..   

 

Following the sale the grand piano which was in the hall was transferred to the Church where it is 

still in use to this day. 

 

PROVISION OF A NEW HALL 

 

Meanwhile arrangements were being made for the provision of a new hall to be built immediately 

behind St. Peter’s Church.   

 

However all was not plain sailing and it was not until 1972 that the replacement hall was available 

for use.  The consultation on the application for planning permission had drawn objections, both 

on the basis of lack of parking, and also on the appropriateness of a new building alongside the 

existing church.  

 

As one Councillor is reported to have said: 

‘They  have knocked down a perfectly good hall in the village and  the proposed building is 

not in character with the existing church building.’ 

 



.Initially planning permission was deferred.  Planning permission was eventually granted.in June 

1971, however this permission contained a clause restricting the use of the building to an 

extension of the Church only (not for social activities) 

 

The Church chose to erect a Guildway Hall similar to that which had been viewed at Grayshott.   

The Guildway California Hall was provided at the following cost: 

 

   Excavation of Concrete Raft    -      £250 

   Provision of Concret Raft    -      £720 

Disposal of soil                          -        £ 75 

   Erection of a Guildway Building - £5,495 

    

Total Cost      -   £6 ,540 

 

Additional to the above heating was to be provided at and estimated cost of between £150 and 

£200. 

 

The chosen building contained a main room is 23ft x 44ft subdivided by a sliding screen. It is 

possible to seat 64 people in 8 tables of 8, or 80 people without tables. The galley style kitchen 

has a double drainer sink, oven with ceramic hob above, and a microwave. There is a sound 

system with integrated ceiling mounted microphone and also an induction loop for the benefit of 

people using hearing aids with a ‘T setting’. 

 

On 27 Sep 1971 a fixed price contract to build the hall was let to Millstreet Development Company 

for £6,451. Work began in October 1971 and it was anticipated that the work would be completed 

in 3 months.  In the event the work was not completed until 14 April 1972, just over three years 

after the original parish hall had been closed. 

 

The Parish agreed with the Town Council that the activities to be provided in the hall were to be 

Sunday School, Mother’s Union, Young Wives, Young Community Guild, Parochial Church Council 

meetings, St Peter’s Fellowship, Refreshments after Church, Choir Proactice, Derby and Joan Club 

aand Women’s Institute. 

 

The new facility was opened by the Bishop of Dorking, Right Reverend K.D. Evans following a 

confirmation service in the Church on the14th May.  The Bishop congratulated the Parish for 

providing a new and more suitable meeting place which wpuld enrich parish life.  He suggested: 

 

 that a Vicar is seldom remembered for good deeds but for new buildings 

that had been constructed during his time in the Parish.. 

 

The Bishop’s remarks were perceptive as although the hall was officially called the Church Annexe, 

it was not until Rev Charles Leverton’s death, in 1983, that the hall was named the Leverton Hall in 

his memory.. 

 

Forty five years later, the Leverton Hall continues to provide the church and its community with a 

valuable facility for both parish and social events.  However like its forerunner it has a limited life 

span and long term plans are already in hand to replace the facility with a more permanent and 

lasting structure. As a second stage of the present ‘Moving Onwrd Together’ development.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

     
      

The Leverton Hall 

 

 
 

Interior of the Leverton Hall 

 

 


