
16.  WRECCLESHAM PUBS 

Wrecclesham Public houses have always been a significant feature of the Village.  At its height, 

around the turn of the 19th/20th Century, there were as many as seven public houses in Wrecclesham 

to serve a population of 901.  A ratio of 1 pub for 96 people (including children). 

At this time there were five Pubs in the Street at the centre of the Village. These were;  

  

The Cricketers 

The Bear and Ragged Staff 

The Pheasant 

The Royal Oak 

and   The Dog and Partridge. 

 

Also in the Wrecclesham Parish, but a little further afield, were: 

    

The Bat and Ball  

    and    The Sandrock, both in Upper Bourne 

    

    and    The Lord Wellington, in the Hatches. 

 

In the early days many of these public houses were based upon farmhouses.  Many of the publicans 

were farmers and it is said that they frequently paid their farm workers in kind.  It was of course 

appropriate that, in a village that, at that time, was surrounded by hop fields and, close to a town 

that had several breweries, ale or beer was the principle beverage that these workers consumed.  In 

addition to the public houses, ale was also being dispensed from a shop at the southern end of 

Fairthorne Crescent 

Wrecclesham males had developed a reputation for being hard drinkers.  This was vividly described 

in a fascinating book by Charles Grover published in 1847, called ‘My Native Village’.  Grover, who 

lived in the village, described the Sabbath scene thus: 

When night came it was a common custom to resort to the ale house close by, 

there to spend their hard earnings , to inflame their passions and blind their 

consciences, and thus pollute this holy day in the most disgraceful scenes of 

drunkenness.’1 

In 1878, the Vicar of Wrecclesham, Rev. Henry Julius, in an approach to the Charity Commission, 

which sought permission to use the interest on Schroder Trust Funds to help build an Institute in 

School Hill, commented: 

‘There are 60 houses in the village served by five public houses and there is no refuge from 

the evil associated with them’ 

                                                           
1
  ‘My Native Village – Reflection on the Past and Present conditions of Wrecclesham.’ 1847. 



Over the past 200 years there have been many changes in the village’s hostelries.  The Prince of 

Wellington, in the Hatches, was the first to go, in 1895. However it was not until 1906 that it was to 

be followed by the Pheasant in the Street.  The next casualty was the Dog and Partridge, said to be 

the oldest public house in Wrecclesham, dating back to 1390, which closed in 1927.  All of these 

premises reverted to residential use.  Stricter licensing laws had led to some of these changes and 

this especially applied to sale of beer in shops, such as that in Fairfield Crescent. 

These changes left just three public houses in the Street, The Cricketers, the Bear and Ragged Staff 

and the Royal Oak.  These with the Bat and Ball and the Sandrock, in Upper Bourne, exist to this day.  

However there have been some additions and in more recent times there have been some 

significant changes in their function. 

The first of these additions was the Wrecclesham Institute which opened in 1881.  Although the 

premises were initially established on temperance lines, over time, a more liberal approach to the 

sale of alcohol was adopted.  From the outset there was a bar but it only served soft drinks.  Henry 

Julius had seen the Institute as being an important step in overcoming the undue influence of 

alcohol in the village and one of the early users of the Institute was the Band of Hope.  The Band of 

Hope was a temperance organisation for working-class children, founded in 1847.   All members 

took a pledge of total abstinence and were taught the ‘evils of drink’. Members were enrolled from 

the age of six and met once a week to listen to lectures and participate in activities. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly the Institute did not remain a temperance facility for long.  In 1882 it was 

registered as a Working Men’s Club, thus adding to the number of drinking establishments in the 

village.  Initially just beer was sold, and that at a price of 2d a pint!   The minutes of the Schroder 

Trust, who were the owners of the premises, record that a later proposal to sell wines, spirits and 

tobacco was defeated, albeit it was decided to sell cigars!! 

There were two other additions to the licensed premises in the Village.  The first was the opening of 

a new Public house in Weydon Lane, called the Bricklayer’s Arms, designed to support the 

substantial post war Council housing development on the former hop fields which existed to the 

south of this road.  In more recent times, the Recreation Ground Committee also agreed to provide a 

bar to support the village’s sports clubs.  

Within the past ten years there have been major changes in the function of some of the public 

houses.  Most of the establishments have given greater emphasis to the provision of food.  However 

in a few there have been even more radical changes.  The first of these was in 2005, when the 

Bricklayers Arms, following a failed attempt to replace it with 10, two bedroomed, flats, was 

converted to an up market Chinese restaurant, called Bon East.   

In 2007 the Cricketer’s was to follow suit when it was converted to an Indian restaurant, changing its 

name to the Bengal Lounge.  Even more recently the Bear and Ragged Staff adopted a totally 

changed approach to the management of licensed premises which will be described later.  

Meanwhile, in 2013, the Institute was refurbished and converted to the up market residential 

apartments called Cavendish Court. 

Fortunately for the village the three remaining public houses, the Royal Oak, the Bat and Ball and the 

Sandrock have retained a more traditional style.  All three give far more attention than in the past to 



serving food, but they have retained the much cherished atmosphere of the typical English Village 

Pub. 

It is appropriate at this stage to remind ourselves of earlier times.  Bertram Elkins in his book 

‘Wrecclesham and District, Memories and Jottings’ published in 1993, recalls what our pubs were 

once like. 

 ‘Comparing the Inns at the turn of the Century with those of today is not easy, they 

certainly were very different.  Each Inn had its own attractions; the Public Bar, the 

Tap Room, Smoke Room and Lounge were some of the names used. There was, in 

some Inns, the ‘Bottle and Jug’ section, often reached from a separate outside door.  

Most Inns had a trap door outside leading to the cellar to receive the barrels of beer, 

skilfully delivered from the horse drawn brewer’s drays.  

 As regards the interior of the Inns, the floors, where wooden, were left bare and 

scrubbed with sometimes a layer of sawdust put down.  Spittoons were also in 

evidence.  The tables and benches or forms, were also bare and kept scrubbed.  The 

counter in the bar was usually the best piece of furniture, generally of mahogany, 

kept polished, and with a brass foot rail in front.  Comfort for the customer would 

not compare with today’s standards. 

The beer at this period would be drawn directly from the wood, beer engines were 

not in general use.  The barrels of beer were kept on racks behind the counter or in a 

room adjacent to the bar.  Games of dominoes, darts, shove halfpenny or cards 

were played, if space permitted, or during quieter times.  Most of the Pubs had their 

regular customers’. 

This review of the Wrecclesham Pubs would be incomplete if we did not give brief 

descriptions of each establishment.  2 

THE DOG AND PARTRIDGE.  

Situated at the junction of the Street with Wrecclesham Hill, and on its northern side, the 

Dog and Partridge is said to be Wrecclesham’s oldest public house.   Dating back to 1390, 

with alterations about 1750, the Inn was closed in about 1927 and is today a Private 

residence.  

In 1840 the premises, which like most of the public houses in Wrecclesham were based upon an 

existing farmhouse, was owned by an Alton brewer, Abraham Crowley. By1861 it had become 

known as the Dog and Partridge. In 1878 the landlord, Thomas Baker, was fined: 

‘for keeping his ale house opened during divine service’!  

 

                                                           
2
 The material for this section has drawn heavily upon research undertaken by Pat Heather 

and also that contained in Bertram Elkins book.  Wrecclesham and District. 

 



 

In the early 20th Century there was accommodation for 5 people and stabling for 3 horses.  Unlike 

most of the pubs in Wrecclesham which were tied to Farnham United Breweries, the Dog and 

Partridge remained connected with Crowley’s of Alton until it closed.  It ceased to be a licensed 

premise in 1927. 

The photograph above shows that the building itself changed very little over the years.   

Two of our ‘members’, Mike and Beverley Fowler live in the house behind the former 

hostelry, and have provided some interesting  information about the original buildings. 

THE BEAR AND RAGGED STAFF 

 

 



The Bear and Ragged Staff on the northern side of Wrecclesham Street had been a farm house for 

many centuries.  Often referred to as ‘The Bear’, the premises included a coach house abutting the 

road and stabling to the rear. In 1835 it was owned by Thomas Turner, a hop grower. Thomas died in 

1840 and his widow Ann lived in the house which was to become a beer house run by her son in law, 

Frederick Attfield.  His application for a beer house licence, although refused in 1855, was granted in 

1858 for what had by then become known as the Bear and Ragged Staff.   

The premises housed the first Wrecclesham Post Office.  Frederick Attfield later moved to Post 

Office Cottages where, both there, and on the other side of the Street, he established a Village Post 

Office.  Interestingly in the 1861 Census he was then still described as a brewer.  The Attfield family 

served the Post Office in Wrecclesham for 135 years. 

In 1861 the Bear and Ragged Staff became a tied house of Henry Hall’s Brewery in Alton, which in 

1927 was taken over by Courage’s.  For around 60 years round at the turn of the century there were 

two landlords Henry Slaughter and Edward Reading. 

Henry Slaughter was fined in in 1878 for: 

‘Selling a pint of unadulterated rum’. 

In recent times the Bear has undergone a substantial refurbishment and there have been a 

succession of owners since that time. 

 

 For a short while its name was changed to the Outback.  The premises have recently been taken 

over by the Blue Star Pub Company, which was set up some six years ago by Heineken UK.   The 

interior has been substantially modernised and the approach to management has been radically 

changed.  Described as ‘a Gastro Pub ‘their web site describes the changes that have been made as 

follows: 

 

 ‘Our aim is to create the ideal British pub for the local community. Public houses 

have stood still over the years and didn’t evolve with the discerning guests that 

gave them the privilege of their patronage, resulting in public houses almost 

becoming a memory of a bygone era. We will start this endeavour by turning the 

Bear & Ragged Staff into a Coffee Lounge and Gin Emporium, serving a menu that 

is quintessentially British (English, Irish, Scottish and Welsh). As the perfect public 

house is a subjective concept we will need your help in improving what we offer, 

ultimately helping us to create the Ideal British Public house.’ 

 

 



THE CRICKETERS 

 

Like many of the public houses in Wrecclesham the Cricketers was based upon a farm.  Its origin as 

beer house dates back to the 17th Century.  The hostelry has long been associated with the game of 

Cricket.  In the late 18th Century it was known as the ‘Cricksters’.  The house once belonged to John 

Manwaring Paine, whose family, in the early part of the 19th Century owned a great deal of property 

in Wrecclesham, Including the Royal Oak.  It was however another family, the Beldhams, who have 

been more closely associated with the Public house’ .   

John Beldham was the landlord in the early 19th Century.    Like his more famous relative, Silver Billy 

Beldham  he was known for his cricketing skills and the alehouse was a gathering place for fellow 

cricketers. 

A sign outside the Inn read: 

‘The rendezvous of those great cricketer’s Beldham and Wells.  The village’s best beer as 

drunk by those men.’ 

At the auction of John Manwaring’s estate in 1824 the public house: 

’ known by the sign of the Cricketers’ 

was purchased by John Knight the Farnham Brewer. It was sold in 1872 by John Barratt, the brewer 

in Red Lion Lane, to James Knight of Weybourne, whose brewery was in Castle Street.  Barratt 

continued however as Lessee and in 1893 it became one of the tied houses of the Farnham United 

Breweries.  For a long period 1905 to 1924 the Licensees were William and Caroline Harmer. In 1930 

it was Mr. H.J. Corrigan 

The Cricketer’s remained as a public house serving the village until 2006 when it was 

converted to an Indian restaurant called the Bengal Lounge. The then existing signage 

overleaf was taken down and put in the basement of the building.  



 

The portrait of Billy Beldham, (above right) that had been on the corner of the Street for so 

many years, has been retrieved and replaced at the Wrecclesham Recreation Ground. 

THE PHEASANT 

 

The Pheasant was on the Northern side of the Street just to the east of Beales Lane. It was one of 

the ales houses tied to the Farnham United Breweries and was smaller than the other public houses 

in the village which all offered stabling.  Details of the public house are very sparse.  In 1899 the 

tenant was Mr J Owens and in 1906 when it closed the publican was Mr H Robinson.   

 



THE ROYAL OAK 

 

The Royal Oak situated at the western end of The Street, is almost opposite the Dog and Partridge.  

The Surrey Domestic Buildings Research Group undertook a dendrological report of the Royal Oak in 

2007 which has dated the building as late 16th Century.  The Royal Oak in its early days catered for 

travellers by providing both stabling and a coach house. Like the other Inns it had originally been a 

farmhouse. In 1865 the licensee was Jonathan Parratt, (pictured below) a well-known local 

character, who was known as the ‘King of Wrecclesham’. Census records suggest that Jonathan 

never actually lived at the Royal Oak, living both in the Lower Bourne and later at Passmore Bridge 

House where he was shown to be a farmer. 

 

Jonathan Parratt 

With closures and changes of use the Royal Oak is the one traditional Village Pub left in the Street 

where five hostelries previously existed.  



THE SANDROCK 

 

The Sandrock Inn, which dates from the 1850’s, is on the west side of Sandrock Hill 

in the area that was at that time better known as Upper Bourne, and in a road that 

was known as Frensham Road.  In 1874 the publican was Cornelius Enticknap, who 

was a carpenter.  When he died the licence passed to his wife, Charlotte, who 

remained behind the bar of the Sandrock for more than thirty years. 

The Sandrock today retains much of it character as a local free house, with a 

reputation for good food.   

THE BAT AND BALL. 

 



Dating back to the 17th Century, the Bat and Ball is also situated in the Lower Bourne, nestled in a 

valley alongside the Bourne Stream. Esau Parratt, one of the many Parratt’s in the village, was the 

licensee in 1865.  He was followed in 1899 by a Mr. Beazley. There were many changes of publicans 

in the 20th Century.  In 1874 there was also a beer retailer in the Upper Bourne.  The Bat and Ball, a 

free house, retains its traditional character under its present licensee Kevin Macready and maintains 

a good reputation with local residents, especially for its food. 

THE LORD WELLINGTON 

The track leading to Farnham called the Hatches has always had a somewhat romantic appeal as 

small hamlet slightly separate from the village. The original cottages which were in existence from 

c.1819 were relatively small, one of which was a Public house called the Lord Wellington.  Apart 

from providing refreshment to the residents, this inn was no doubt frequented by Wrecclesham 

villagers walking to and from Farnham.  The Publican in the 1850’s was Mr William Burningham. The 

Lord Wellington closed in 1879 and the building then reverted to residential use.  The cottages have 

since been demolished.  

 

Sketch of the Hatches in 1872.  

 The Lord Wellington sign is to be seen on the second cottage 

As was referred to earlier there was an ale house in Fairthorne Cresent, in Wrecclesham Road, at the 

entrance to the Hatches.  In the 1881 Census the Publican is shown to be a Mr James Foot, who is 

described in the Census as a ‘Cab Proprietor and Beer house Keeper.’ 

THE FOREST INN 

Just outside the Wrecclesham and Surrey boundary in Hampshire is the Forest Inn.  This public house 

has been closely associated with the village of Wrecclesham, particularly because of the high quality 

of cricket that was played, in the late 18th early 19th century, on the Holt Pound Oval, immediately 

behind the Public house. This ground has not been used seriously for cricket for many years but in its 

earlier times both Farnham and Surrey regarded it as one of their home grounds.  Among the visitors 

to the ground was an England Cricket XI.   



 

The Forest Inn today 

I have little information on this Public house.  It has changed ownership and names over recent 

years.  It was for a short time called the Jolly Miller, but is now once more called the Forest Inn. It 

currently serves as a slightly down market eating house for the town of  Farnham. 

BREWERIES, PUBLICANS AND LICENSEES 

In the 19th Century Farnham was noted for the number of breweries it supported.   Many of 

Wrecclesham Pubs were either owned or retained by breweries. 

The Ancestry website contains records of Wrecclesham for 1899 and 1903 which show that of the 7 

pubs in the village, 6, the Royal Oak, the Bat and Ball, the Cricketers, the Pheasant, the Sandrock and 

Fairthorne Crescent were all owned or served by the Farnham United Brewery.  The Bear and Ragged 

Staff was owned by Henry Hall Brewery in Alton and the Dog and Partridge by the Crowley Brewery 

also in Alton. 

The Bat and Ball, the Cricketers and the Bear and Ragged Staff all had stabling for 4 horses, although 

the Dog and Partridge and the Royal Oak had stabling for only one horse. 

Licensing Laws have varied over time.  The licensee was frequently not the Publican. Until 10 years 

ago the name of the licence holder was stated above the door.  This no longer applies. It is difficult to 

provide information about those who have been Wrecclesham publicans. In the Census years 

between 1851 and 1911 it is sometimes possible to identify who the publican has been.  Using a 

combination of census and information in publications like Bertram Elkins book, I have tried to piece 

together a list of publicans which follows.  The Census information is easily identified from its date. 

Time has not allowed including many of the names of more recent publicans.  This may be a project 

which we can pursue in the future.  Some of you may be able to contribute from your recent drinking 

experiences!! 



PUBLICANS 

Dog and Partridge    

1851  Reuben Knight 

1861  Thomas Eade 

1871  Thomas Eade 

1874  Mr Simmons* 

1878  Thomas Baker 

1881   Charles Mitchell 

1891                C Slingo 

1899   Mrs E Sandell* 

1901                Mary Eade 

1905   William Searle*   

1911                Albert Wilkinson  

    1915   Mr Cole* 

    1924   Mr Wilson* 

 

 

The Cricketers 

1824  George Beldham 

1826  Henry Cook 

1851  George Vanner 

1861  Henry Loveland 

1871  James  Knight 

1881   George Baker 

1891   Rose Baker 

1899  S. Ridout 

1901   Edwin Coombs 

1911  William Luther Harmer 

    1914- 24 Caroline Harmer 

    1930  H.J. Corrigan 

The Royal Oak 

1824  Robert Robinson* 

1826  Robert Robinson* 

1851  James Parratt 

1861  James Parratt 

1871  James Parratt 

1881  John Matthews 

1891  Charles Croft 

1901  Charles Croft 

1907  William Searle* 

1911  Frederick Hobbs 



The Bear and Ragged Staff 

1851  Frederick Attfield 

1861  Frederick Attfield 

1871  Henry Slaughter 

1881  Henry Slaughter 

1891  Henry Slaughter 

1901   Edward Reading 

1901   Edward Reading 

The Pheasant 

1871   James Loveland 

1881  Charles Lord 

1891  Harry Lunn 

1899  J Owens 

1901  Reginald Llewellyn 

1905   H Robinson 

The Sandrock Inn 

1871  Cornelius Thomas Enticknapp 

1881  Cornelius Thomas Enticknapp 

1891  Charlotte Louise Enticknapp 

1901  Charlotte Louise Walker 

1911  Charlotte Louise Walker 

The Bat and Ball 

1865  Esau Parratt 

1871  John Wright   

1881  John Knight  

1891  John Knight  

1901  Ernest Beagley  

1905   H Calloway 

1911  Henry Dawes 

   1913-1930 A. Fisher 

CURRRENT LICENCE HOLDERS.   The current Licensing system is predominantly for owners of 

premises licensed to sell liquor.  Waverley Borough Council maintains a register, available online.  It 

only records the current licence holders rather than previous ones.  The current register reads: 

  Royal Oak   Greene King 

  Sandrock   Carol Ann Haine 

  Bat and Ball   Kevin Edward Wallace Macready 

  Bear and Ragged Staff    The Blue Star Pub Company. 

  John Birch Dec 2015       E & OE 


