
WRECCLESHAM’S SIGNIFICANT HOUSES 

The early Village of Wrecclesham had very few houses of significance.  There was no Manor House, 

the Lord of the Manor was the Bishop of Winchester and he lived in nearby Farnham Castle. The  

bulk of residences in the village were small cottages leased to agricultural workers, typified by the 

those in the Street, which was the villages’ main thoroughfare.  Very few properties in the 19th 

Century were owned by their occupiers. The land on which they were built was owned by the Lord of 

the Manor and the properties were held copyhold under leases for which they had to pay tithes 

(rental) to the Bishop. 

A glimpse at the early maps of Wrecclesham will show that there were very few prominent houses in 

the early part of the 19th Century. Perhaps the most notable, built in the early 1800’s, was the house 

which, in 1840, was to become the original Wrecclesham Vicarage. The larger houses in the village 

itself were in the main farm houses, some of which were also pubs. As, in Victorian times, the village 

spread from its central axis in the Street, a few larger houses were developed. These tended to move 

to the undeveloped high ground to the south of the village. This tendency was to accelerate towards 

the turn of the 19th/20th Century. By then land ownership was no longer restricted by manorial rites. 

Another encouragement to housing development was the arrival of the railway which brought 

Farnham and its neighbouring villages in touch with employment opportunities in London.  During 

this time the houses along the Ridgeway and in the Bourne began to flourish. The extensive 

undeveloped land to the south of Wrecclesham, formerly farmed for hops was increasingly brought 

into residential use. 

  

For this Briefing Paper I have concentrated upon three properties that were developed in the latter 

part of the 19th Century.  These are Wrecclesham Grange, in Beales Lane, adjacent to St Peter’s 

Church.  Westfields, originally a farmhouse on the western approaches to the village and Shortheath 

House, a substantial house which was built on land to the east of School Hill, now no longer existing, 

being replaced by housing in Kings Lane and Shortheath Crest.  We will be considering the several 

Wrecclesham Vicarages in a later session. 

 

WRECCLESHAM GRANGE 

Wrecclesham Grange is the large house situated in Beales Lane, alongside, and to the west of St 

Peter’s Church.  When first built it was known as Richmond Lodge, it then became Wrecclesham 

Grange and more recently it has been called Ashton Manor. 

The first occupant of the building was Dr George Charles Julius.  Dr Julius was the father of the Rev 

Richard Julius, who was Vicar of Wrecclesham for 40 years, from 1846 to 1886. In the early years of 

the 19th Century Dr George had been a prominent doctor in the Richmond area.  In 1812 he had 

been appointed as apothecary to the King’s household at Kew, a post he held until 1836.  During this 

time he served as one of the Royal Physicians to three Kings, George III, George IV and William IV.  

He had lived in Wardrobe Court, an outbuilding of the Royal Palace of Richmond.  Not long after he 

had retired from his practice, in 1845, he decided to move to Farnham, where his son Richard had 

established himself as the popular and successful Vicar of Wrecclesham. 



 

Map showing Wrecclesham Grange 

It is not known when the Grange was built but it does not appear in the Tithe Map of Surrey which 

was drawn in 1840.  It is thought that its construction of the Grange was undertaken in the late 

1950’s.    In 1854, Dr. Julius is listed in the Surrey Electoral Roll as still living in the Old Palace Yard, 

Richmond.   However, by 1857 it shows that he was living in Wrecclesham.  The 1861 Census records 

Dr George Julius, aged 85, living at Richmond Court, Wrecclesham, with his wife Isabella, aged 83, 

and his 63-year-old daughter Emily.  It is envisaged that he had this house built for his retirement 

and that he had moved there in or around 1857.  However, the move to Wrecclesham was to be 

temporary for in 1862 they moved to St Leonards.  One of his granddaughters, Florence Stevens,1 in 

a handwritten diary, says:  

Grandpapa missed the life and the smooth pavements of a town so they once more moved to St 

Leonards where, at Maze Hill House, their days were ended. 

That Richmond Lodge is the name given to the house, later called the Grange, is confirmed in the 

sales particulars that were issued at the time of this move which are more or less identical to similar 

documents published in 1931 when Wrecclesham Grange was sold. 

In 1862 George Charles Julius and Isabella Maria Julius transferred the title to Richmond Lodge to 

Henry Cowlard.  The new owners of the property did not live in the house and in October 1863 the 

title passed to Dr John Wilton and his wife Ellen. John Wilton was shown in the Electoral Roll as living 

in the Grange in 1864, however, in the 1880’s Dr Wilton was a doctor, living in Sutton, with his wife 

Ellen and two daughters Eleanor and Ann.  While living in Sutton in 1881 Eleanor was married to 

Arthur Llewellyn Wynne Roberts, who was to become the owner of the Grange when John Wilton 

                                                                 
1
 To the Vicarage Born.  Florence Stevens. 



died in 1909. In 1871 the Grange was occupied by two maiden ladies.  Hester Fenwick, a widow aged 

47 and her twin sister Jean Melville. 

By 1881 the tenancy of the Grange had again changed hands.  The occupant a wealthy Scottish 

landowner, Robert Buchanon Dunlop.  The family home of the Buchanon Dunlop’s was Drumhead at 

Cardross, Dunbartonshire.  Drumhead House had been built by the Cameron Dunlop family in the 

early 18th Century.  Robert and his wife Francis had two daughters.  Robert Dunlop, who had served 

as a churchwarden at St Peter’s Church, died in Wrecclesham in 1882, and was buried in the St 

Peter’s Graveyard. 

The next tenant of the Grange was the Rev Henry Richard Julius.  In 1886 Henry Julius suffered ill 

health, thought to have been a stroke.  After 40 years in the Parish he left his much-loved Vicarage, 

that had been a happy family home.  Initially he did not move very far; in fact, he moved nearer the 

Church he had served so well for over 4 decades, and took up residence in the Grange, the house 

which had been built for his father, George, on his retirement some 30 years previously.   Rev Julius 

was not a strong man at this time and it was in the Grange, in August 1886, that the ‘elders’ of the 

Parish gathered to present him with a testimonial gift.  Yet again the Julius tenancy of the Grange 

was relatively short as four years later in 1890, Henry and his wife Mary moved to Redhill. Where he 

was to die two years later, in 1892. 

From 1893 to 1909 Dr John Wilton is living in the Grange with his Niece and two servants.  John 

Wilton was churchwarden at this time.  He was to die in 1909, was buried in the St Peter’s Cemetery. 

His estate was to pass to his son in law Arthur Llewellyn Wynne Roberts. 

The ownership of the Grange since 1909 is less clear.  It is believed it remained in the hands of the 

Buchanon Dunlop family until it was taken over by the Nursing Home.  The Surrey Electoral Roll has 

records of many occupants but most of them were tenants.  It is understood that it was not until the 

end of World War 1 before it was occupied by the Wrecclesham Grange Nursing Home who were 

the main occupant in the inter war years.  Newspaper records show that the Grange was one of the 

principal maternity homes in the Farnham area and interestingly a significant number of the 

‘members’ of the History Project were brought into this world in these pleasant surroundings. 

I suspect that many of our ‘members’ will be able to recall some of this missing detail and that we 

will be able to enlarge upon the use of the premises in the 20th Century.  The building is currently 

used as a Retirement Home under the name of Ashton Court. 

The previous owner of the Grange had been Paul Fennel who now lives in the house that he has built 

behind the main building, which is reached from the lane running alongside the church.  Paul sold 

the Grange in 1963 to the present owners, Ashton Manor Nursing Home, part of the Beritaz Care 

Group.  

The outbuildings of the Grange are of interest.  The buildings at the foot of the Beales Lane were in 

the early 20th Century the Grocer’s shop run by Percival Elsmore.  Next to it was a workshop which 

was occupied by automobile coach makers and engineers, Page and Hunt, who later became E.D. 

Abbotts.  Page and Hunt at one time had ten workshops in and around Wrecclesham, for all the 

different processes, and this was one of them. More recently the workshop was used for car body 



repairs before its conversion to its present uses which combine residential and office 

accommodation. 

The other outbuilding of interest was Rose Cottage, not part of the Grange, but closely involved as it 

used the entrance in the lane alongside the Church.  Prior to the building of the Grange there was a 

small school building, Wrecclesham’s first school.  Rose Cottage was the Master’s House.  It 

remained after the opening of the school in School Hill.  Margaret Wearing and her parents lived in 

Rose Cottage and they had a close association with the Nursing home as the nurses used Rose 

Cottage for their residential accommodation.  Rose Cottage and the old-school building were sold in 

1909 when the Wrecclesham School moved to Little Green Lane. 

 

Wrecclesham Grange and Gardens (c. 1931)  

The Picture above, is from the sales particulars in 1931 when the house was sold for £3,850.  The 

Gardens and Grounds then extended to 15 acres.  Although some of the land has now been disposed 

of they are to this day attractive and extensive.  The house itself has many splendid features which 

are described in the sales particulars which will be displayed on our notice boards. 

 

 



WESTFIELD HOUSE 

There is significantly less information about Westfield House than the Grange.  As the map below 

shows Westfields is lying back a few hundred yards to the north of the A252 as it leaves 

Wreccelsham towards Bordon.  It is understood that it was originally a farm house associated with 

the extensive hop growing in what was then known as Westfields. 

 

Map of Westfield  House 1913 

 



Westfields does not appear in any of the maps in the 19th Century but is included I the 1913 

Ordnance Survey map.  It is believed it was developed around the turn of the century.  The picture 

below and the Sales particulars that are displayed on our notice boards show that the house was of 

some significance, occupying land of nearly 50 acres. 

 

Westfield House 

The Surrey Electoral Roll suggests that the occupation of the house dates from 1900 when it was 

occupied by Major Reginald Pole.  Reginald Elvan Pole was a well-known parishioner of St Peter’s 

Church.  He had arrived in Wrecclesham in the late 19th Century after long service in the 3rd Queens 

Regiment of the British Army.  The 1901 Census shows him to be resident in the Farnham Road,aged 

46, with his wife Ethelreda, aged 50, and their son Edward, aged 16.  The Census records his 

occupation as an Employer. 

Sadly their son Edward Francis Reginald Pole died in 1909.  It should be noted that the attractive 

Font in St Peter’s Church , pictures overleaf was  provided in his memory and with the inscription. 

To the Blessed Memory of the H0ly Trinity and in loving  

Memory of Edward Francis Reginald Pole  

Only child of Reginald Pole of Westfields Wrecclesham 



 
 
Reginald and Ethelreda Pole lived at Westfields until the early 1920’s.  Reginald died in 1926 and his 

wife , died in 1935.  After Reginald’s death the house was let for a short while but from 1924 to 1936 

it was occupied by Richard Gordon Horsley.  The Electoral Roll shows a variety of tenants over more 

recent times and it is known that more recently the house has been divided into two properties and 

most of the occupants have been tenants rather than owners.   

 

It is of interest that one of our ‘members’, Bob Parrott used to visit Westfields House as a youngster 

when his father was employed there as the gardener. 

 

SHORTHEATH HOUSE 
Unlike the two houses previously included under the description of ‘significant’ ,Shortheath House 

no longer exists.  Described in the Particulars of Sale in 1887 as a ‘Freehold Family Residence known 

as the Eminence’ , Shortheath House was situated in the land to the East of School Hill in the area 

which has now been extensively developed  by the houses in Shortheath Crest and Chartwell.   

 

This Property was approached from Shortheath Road, possibly known then as the Ridgeway to the 

South , along a Carriage drive, described as bounded by ‘Walnut Trees and Shrubs’.  There appears 

to be an alternative entrance, ‘the Tradesman’s entrance ‘along what is now Kings Road. 

 

The grounds are said to be:  ‘Tastefully laid out Pleasure Grounds  , tennis lawn etc, in the rear of 

which are well stocked fruit and vegetable gardens and surrounding are Park Like Paddocks the area 

of the whole being about ten acres.’ 

  

The House was on a similar grand scale,  not typical of houses in the village.( the Sales Particulars 

which are posted on our Notice Boards give details) We have not to date been able to find a 

photograph of the House. 



In addition to the main house there is Stabling in a paved yard, comprising a Loose Box and Two 

Stalls, Harness Room, four rooms for Groom, Carriage House and Loft, Knife House, Wasah House, 

Wood and Coal Houses, Tool House, Poultry House and run and a Piggery! 

The map below shows the scale of development which was  certainly one of the largest and grandest 

in the village at the time. 

 

 
 

Map of Shortheath House and Grounds. 

 



Again very little is known about the ownership.  The Particulars of Sale suggest that : 

 

‘the Property  had been leased in 1884 to Mrs Truell but such lease has since been 

assigned to Mrs Phillips (with the late owners consent0 at the very moderate annual rental 

of £100.!!’ 

 

It has not proved possible to find out who was the owner , or whether the house was occupied prior 

to 1884. 

 

The Surrey Electoral Rolls show that Shortheath House was still in existence until the end of World 

War II in 1945.  It was presumably following the war when it was developed as at present with 

Shortheath Crest and later with developments off hat road. 

 

It is known that two of the occupiers, John and Louisa Kincaid, were parishioners of St Peter’s Church 

as one of them Louisa Kincaid was a generous benefactor to the Church with a significant number of 

gifts and artefacts. 

 

The Kincaid’s came to Wrecclesham late in their lives.  They were married in 1883 when John was 

63.  He had been a Cotton Commission Agent working in Lancashire at the time that the cotton mills 

were in full production.  Louisa who was more than 20 years his junior was from a noble family. Her 

father was an army officer , with the rank of Colonel in the 12th Hussars.  He was the son of Sir Peter  

Pole, the 2nd Baronet Pole of Wolverton. 

 

The couple had moved to Wrecclesham in the 1880’s and lived in Shortheath House.  John Kincaid 

died in 1900 aged 80 but Louisa continued to live in Farnham until her death in 1919.  Louisa 

Kincaid’s name is inscribed on a number of the artefacts in St Peter’s Church. They were buried 

alongside each other in the cemetery and their graves are commemorated by the two attractive 

crosses which are seen in the picture below and which are situated in a prominent position in the 

cemetery. 

 


