
ST PETER’S SCHOOL – 1840-1909 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
In the past 175 years there have been three St Peter’s School buildings..  This summary covers the period 
1840 – 1909 when the present school in Little Green Lane was opened. The more recent history i.e 1909 – 
2015 is to follow.  This later period is within the living memory of many of the members of the 
Wrecclesham History Project and it is hoped that those of you reading this will provide personal stories 
that can add particular interest to this account.  Apart from your own memories there should be more 
information available from the existing school  records and from accounts for example in the Farnham 
Herald that will add value,   It is an important story and I hope that this might eventually be the first of 
many publications that will emerge from  the Wrecclesham History Project.  I hope that what follows will 
provide a good introduction to our meeting at the School on Saturday 14th March 2015. 
 

THE FIRST ST.  PETER’S SCHOOL.  1840 - 1860 

1840 was a significant year in Wrecclesham.  Just as London buses are said to come all at once, there was in that year 

not only a new church, a new parsonage but also a new school. 

Up to this time there was no school in the village.  However, plans were put in hand in 1840, within three months of 

the Church opening in July, to provide the first school for the village.   

 

The Archdeacon of Surrey, The Vicar of Farnham and the Perpetual Curate of Wrecclesham, at that time Rev. 

Buttemer, were appointed as Trustees, and a Working Party consisting of the Rev. Buttemer, William Pinke Paine 

(hop planter) and Charles Knight (hop planter and farmer) were invited to make a case for funding to the Lords of 

the Committee of the Council of Education.  Their application included the following detail: 

 

A site of area 10 poles has been provided in Beale Lane, adjacent to the new Church on land occupied 

by William Pinke Paine, with a copyhold tenure and a trifling fine, to be enfranchised by the Lord of 

the Manor. i.e. the Bishop.   

 

The objectives were stated as: 

 

 ‘The building is to be devoted to the instruction of the children of the poor in the District, in the 

principles of the Church of England.’ 

 

The School to serve children from the western part of the Parish of Farnham – about 7 miles in 

circumference , including the large hamlet of Wrecclesham, part of a large common called the 

Bourne, and two or three small hamlets. The population of the area is about 800.  There are no 

endowments, no funds and no schools for the poor. 

 

The Grounds given for representing this case as deserving attention were: 

 

The extreme poverty of the major part of the District – there being only three or four persons therein 

who are able to subscribe to ye buildings or support of the school and also the fact that the 

inhabitants of Farnham itself having lately contributed very largely to the erection and endowment of 

the new church in the District. 

 

 



The Deed from William Pinke Paine conveying the land, dated 4th Jan 1841, in which he: 

 

‘surrendered the land to the intent that I the Right Reverend Father in God, Bishop  of Winchester, 

being in right of my see, the Lord of the Manor of Farnham whereof the said land is holden, may 

make a bargain and sale of the same to the Incorporated National Society for Promoting the 

Education of the Poor in the principles of the established church – by Act of the7th Year of William IV’ 

A footnote to the Deed says that: 

‘On 13th Jan 1841 the aforesaid Bishop of Winchester came before our Lady the Queen in her 

Chancery and acknowledged the Deed aforesaid.’ 

 

 

(Drawing by courtesy of Farnham Herald Newspapers) 

 



The building was a very basic structure, built of stone 14” thick, and with a Bognor slate roof.  The estimated cost of 

the building was £120 and £5 was spent on desks.  

At this time up to half of the cost of new schools was available from the National Society for Promoting Education.  

In July 1840 the parish launched another funding appeal and in three months this raised £65 and building work was 

set in hand. On 29th Jan 1942 a grant was received from the Right Honourable Lords of the Committee of Education 

of £45 as the new school had been: 

‘completed in satisfactory and workmanlike manner’ 

It will be noted that the sketch map above shows a house to be built in the grounds behind the church.  In the event 

it is thought that the head teacher was to use an existing cottage called Rose Cottage which was behind the Church. 

The latter half of the 19th Century witnessed significant developments in education.  After the Forster Education Act 
of 1870, large numbers of new schools, known as National Schools,  were built, culminating in the making of 
schooling compulsory in 1880.  Before this time, education had not been compulsory and, with few exceptions, there 
was little opportunity for the poor to better themselves.  Wrecclesham was somewhat ahead of the game and the 
modest school, built alongside the church in 1840, was attracting good attendances from local children. However it 
was incapable of meeting the requirements of a growing numbers of boys and girls in the village looking to attend.  
Something had to be done.   
 

THE  2ND ST PETER’S SCHOOL.  THE NATIONAL SCHOOL – 1860 - 1909 

The Vicar at the time, Rev. Henry Julius, persuaded the school’s trustees to apply to the Lords of the Committee of 
Council on Education to re-build the school on a new site together with a second residence for a teacher.  The 
application sought support towards building a school for 125 boys and girls and 125 infants, with a school house, at 
an estimated cost of £1,021.  It stated that:     
  
‘the School is for the instruction of the labouring poor in the District of Wrecclesham, covering an area of 3 ½ by 2 ½ 
miles containing a population of 1,110 (991 in 1851) the labouring portion of which are chiefly engaged as 
agricultural labourers.’   
 
In support of the application to the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education to re-build the school on a new 
site together with a second residence for a teacher.  it stated in addition that:   
 

‘the present school had space for only 108 children and that the average attendance, 
in 1858, had been 170, with, on occasions, as many as 197.’ 

 
The application sought support towards building a school for 125 boys and girls and 125 infants, with a school house, 
at an estimated cost of £1,021.  This land was gifted to the village by Mrs Caroline Paine, the daughter in law of 
William Pinke Paine, who had donated the land in Beales Lane for both St Peter’s Church and the earlier school.  The 
conveyance described the gift of land to be:   
 

‘for the purposes of building a school for children and adults or children only of the labouring, manufacturing and 
other poorer classes in accordance with the principles of the National Society.’ 

 
The trustees appointed William Duke, a Farnham architect, to draw up plans for a school containing a classroom for 
boys and girls, and one for infants, together with a teacher’s house.  A subscription list had been opened for 
contributions to the cost and promises of £320 had been received as follows:  
       £ s       d 
Rev. Henry Julius                  100   -     0   -   0 
Mrs Mary Julius                              100   -     0   -   0 
John Frederick Schroder            50    -   0   -   0 
Charles Knight                30    -    0   -   0 
Bishop Sumner           20    -   0   -   0 
Dr. George Julius                    20    -    0  -    0 



 
In September 1859, the Lords of the Committee of Council recommended a grant of £447 -8s. Although this showed 
a shortfall on the estimate, the project was begun and the school was opened on 14th Feb 1860.   
 
The new school was a simple red brick building with a large classroom for boys and girls at its centre, a master’s 
house situated to east, and an infants’ classroom situated to the west.  On its southern side was a girls’ playground 
and to the north was a boys’ playground.  No photograph of this school has been traced to date but a sketch plan of 
the school is included below, which is based upon the original plans held in the Surrey History Centre, and was 
prepared by Pat Heather for an article she wrote about Wrecclesham, for the Farnham and District Museum Society 
Journal in Jun 2012.1 
 

 

 
 
Although the School was known as the Wrecclesham National School it was still a voluntary aided school, sponsored 
by St Peter’s Church, and at that time responsible to the Diocese of Winchester.  The trust deed for the school 
required that the vicar should oversee:   
 
‘the superintendence of the religious and moral instruction of all scholars attending such school and may use or direct 

the premises to be used for the purposes of a Sunday school under his direction’. 
 
The trust deed vested responsibility for the control and management of the school, and the appointment of the 
teachers, in a committee consisting of the vicar and four other persons.  The first committee consisted of the Rev. 
Henry Richard Julius, Charles Knight, Owen Florence Ward, Dr. George Charles Julius, Henry’s father, and Ben 
Nichols, a Farnham solicitor.  
 
At this time the School was subject to inspection both by National School inspectors and also by the Diocese.  The 

Diocesan inspections were solely devoted to the religious education and consisted of tests on Old and New 

Testament bible study and knowledge of the catechism. While the National School inspectors inspections make 

frequent mention of poor attendance they also reveal that a good standard of education was bring provided’ .  The 

Inspector’s report in 15 July 1865 states ‘ The school is in good order and the staff seem to have been well trained in 

methods of teaching.  The children are intelligent and well cared for.  
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  Pat Heather.  Wrecclesham.  Inprovements in the Village. FDMS  Jun 2012. 



Attendance during the week of the inspection in July that year was 1,991. The average weekly attendances in 

October that year  was 1,821.  

The 1861 census shows that the first occupant of the new School House was a Devonian, Thomas Wonnacott, and 
his occupation is then recorded as ‘certificated teacher’.  Strangely, in the next census, in 1871, Wonnacott is living 
in Kenmore House, in Abbey Street, Farnham, where his occupation is then shown as architect and surveyor!!   He 
was later to be appointed as the architect of Rowledge School and in the late 19th Century was a prominent Farnham 
citizen and an active member of the Farnham Board of Guardians. 
 
The 1871 census records that the school house was next occupied by William Jones Lloyd, a school master from 
Liverpool, with his wife Anne.  He was also to move on fairly swiftly as, in the 1881 census, he is shown as living in 
the School House in Rottingdean, Sussex, with a new ‘wife’, Mary, who hailed from Farnborough.  I have yet to find 
any record of what became of Anne, Lloyd’s first wife.  Nor has a record been found of a second marriage taking 
place between Lloyd  and a lady called  Mary. 
 
Fortunately, the next Master2 to be appointed, in 1876, George Waterson, made a more lasting impression and he 
was to remain in post for 24 years.  He was the first of the head teachers to maintain a Log Book the contents of 
which give an excellent impression of the life of the school at this time. A few of the quotations from the Log Book 
illustrate how difficult life was in the village at this time and the effect this had upon the school. 
 
Among the difficulties with which head teachers had to cope were: 

 lack of employment and general poverty,  

 illness and poor health, 

  the casual attitude of parents to the education of their children,  

 the prevalence of casual holidays,  

 and the shortage of experienced and qualified teachers.   

 

EMPLOYMENT AND POVERTY. 

In the mid 19th Century the main employment opportunities for the villagers were as agricultural labourers.  The jobs 

were lowly paid, casual and seasonal.  The village was surrounded by hop fields and this work frequently involved 

the whole family. For many years, poor attendance is recorded due to children helping in the hop fields.  Indeed in 

the autumn the school was officially closed for several weeks when hop picking was at its peak.  There is frequent 

mention in the school log book of absences at other times for hop-tying and cutting, corn-gleaning and acorn-

collecting.  It appears that the people of Wrecclesham were also involved in harvesting and fruit picking, not just in 

the Farnham area, but also as far afield as Sussex.  Whole families would move around seeking employment 

opportunities..   

ILLNESS AND POOR HEALTH. 

There are frequent references in the records to the closure of the school by the local medical officer of health.  

Epidemics of illnesses such as diphtheria, scarlet fever, measles, mumps, whooping cough etc. are frequently 

mentioned. Nor were these closures of a short duration: e.g. 

 May 1900  the  School was closed for 5 weeks for measles;  

 Oct 1900 Absence of water ‘We have only rain water to depend on’ We have to send out and beg for water 

from place to place. 

  Oct 1900 Mr Parratt sent up some water from River Row twice during the week.  Mr Blake brought a barrel 

to hold it. 

 May 20th – Jul 2 1901 school closed by Medical Officer due to prevalence of Scarletina. - 42 children still in 

isolation hospital. School fumigated; 

                                                           
2
  The term ‘Master’ was used at the time to describe what would later become known as the head teacher.. 



 

Deaths, particularly from typhoid , were not uncommon, among school children.. Between 1840 and 1880 44% of all 

burials in Wrecclesham were of children under 10.  Lack of sanitation and a poor water supply may have heightened 

this problem. The supply of water was dependent on wells and the river.  There was no fresh water supply in the 

school until 1903. It is perhaps no coincidence that the Isolation Hospital for Farnham was built in the village, in 

Weydon Lane, and there are many references to pupils being admitted there.  ‘It is clear that the village was very 

unhealthy in this period.’ 

THE CASUAL ATTITUDE OF PARENTS TO THE EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN. 

In Victorian times, education was not free and parents had to pay a modest charge, 1d a week, for each pupil to 

attend.  This charge was increased, in 1882, to 2d. a week for the eldest child in the family, and 1d. a week, for the 

next two, with a maximum of 4d a week, for any one family.  Schools could charge a weekly fee not exceeding 9d.  

For a limited period, school boards could pay when parents were not able to.  It seems likely that when parents were 

not able to pay, this payment was made from the Schroder Trust. It was not until 1891 that compulsory attendance 

and free schooling came into force.  

Among Log Book comments are: 
 

 Several families banded together to say they would not pay the extra fee, but would keep their 
children at home;   

 Some of the parents will actually keep their children under 5 at home to be looked after by a sibling 

from the upper school rather than pay the penny and two penny school fee;  

 Not many in school today many have gone with their parents to glean 

 Attendance still very low. The parents do not trouble in the least about the attendance officer nor 

about the progress of their children.  Their only objective seems to be simply to send them to school 

at the obligatory age and to remove them, and send them to work as soon as possible; 

 Unpleasantness with a parent who wanted his children to sit together despite big differences in age.  

 Noisy afternoon caused by two babies brought into school by their sisters while their mothers went to 

Market.  

 A large number late!     8 children stayed away – to see a traction engine! 

THE PREVALENCE OF CASUAL HOLIDAYS. 

School holidays were extended at hop picking time. The records also show that there were very frequent casual, day 
and half day, holidays to allow children to participate in local events. Many of these were regular Annual events. 
Among those recorded in the Log Book were: 
 

 the  Cottagers Show; 

  the Pig Club Feast; 

  the West Surrey Club; 

  the Holt Pound Club; 

  Farnham Fair Day and Poultry show; 

  Foresters Day; 

 The Rose Show.   
 

These local shows and fetes seem to be very prevalent. The Headmaster comments regularly on these ‘fair’ days and 
the break they made in the working of the school. 
 
Frequent absences were particularly hard upon the finances of the school and on the teachers’ salaries since, at this 

time, the Board of Education operated ‘payment by results’, based upon both annual examination results and 

attendance records.  



 

SHORTAGE OF EXPERIENCED AND QUALIFIED TEACHERS. 

Although the Master and a few of his senior staff were qualified teachers, much attention was given in schools at 
this time to encouraging the more able senior pupils to become Pupil Teachers, a practice which was popular at this 
time.  A significant amount of time was devoted by the head teacher’s to these young ‘apprentices’.  The Master and 
senior staff would give regular demonstration lessons for these youngsters. The log book reveals that the Rev. Julius 
was closely involved in school affairs and was ‘hands on’ in the classroom:  The Log Book records that: 
 

 Saturday morning talks on ‘method’ given by the head master to pupil teachers. 

 ‘The Vicar, his wife and daughters were very frequent visitors at the school (several times a week) - they 
helped in some of the teaching.’   

  

PROBLEMS WITH THE SCHOOL BUILDING. 

Wrecclesham’s ‘National School’ remained on School Hill until 1909 when the present school was built in Little Green 
Lane. In its later years the school building developed significant foundation problems. It is somewhat ironic, if 
coincidental, that these problems began to occur in the years following the retirement, through ill health in 1886, of 
Rev Julius who, 25 years previously, had been so closely involved in the creation of the school.  As was noted earlier 
Julius had throughout this time, maintained a close personal interest in the school’s activity.  Julius left Wrecclesham 
in 1900, not long before the retirement of the Master, Mr Waterson, in December that year, after service lasting 24 
years,. These two retirements seemed to coincide with the emergence of the major problems associated with the 
foundations of the school building.  
 
 It was left to those who replaced these two gentlemen to cope with the difficulties.  In the event the next two Vicars 
of Wrecclesham, Rev Burrows and Rev Starey, both departed after only two years in post so it was Rev Charles 
Keable,, who became Vicar in 1900, together with the new Master, Henry William Trim, who commenced work in Jan 
1901, who had to solve the problems.  From this point the building’s foundation problems became more regular and 
concerning. 
 
 As if the School Managers, the Vicar and the new Master had not enough on their plate, it became clear that the site 
chosen for the school, in 1861, had major shortcomings, and that these would eventually lead to the buildings on 
School Hill being closed.  
 
 It might be thought that Rev. Julius and the School’s Trustees, in 1861, should have known their bible sufficiently 
well not to have built their School on sand ! 3 
 
Between 1901 and 1908 many building problems were recorded: 
 

 18 Aug 1901. Walls of older part of the school show a considerable leaning;  

 6 Jan1902. During the Christmas holiday 30ft of the boundary wall has collapsed; 

 29 Oct 1902. Floor of Boys classroom is shaky. Forbidden to use until repaired; 

 1904. Floor of one of the Boys WC’s has caved in, cement broken; 

 1907. Crack appears in the wall over boys’ inner entrance door and door jamb was out of place.  Discontinued 

use of door and room; 

  7 July 1908. Some plaster fell at East end of Room 1. This was found to have come from between the wall 

and the roof.  There is also loose plaster in Boys’ porch. 
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“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.

 
And the 

rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the 
rock.

 
And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the 

sand.
 
And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of 

it.” Matthew 7. 24-27. 



With parts of the school being considered unsafe alternative accommodation became essential.  For some time the 

infant class was housed in the Parish Room at the Wrecclesham Institute.  A building, known as the iron hut, (also  

known as the tin school) and  thought to have been an old army building, was erected on the land adjacent to the 

cemetery in School Hill. This land had initially been provided as a recreation space, prior to later becoming an 

extension to the cemetery,.  Some of the boys’ classes were even held in the Bear public house, which led one boy to 

comment that ‘it was somewhat unusual to be learning the catechism in a Pub !’ 

The Minutes of the School Managers reflect these concerns.  For around 15 years the Managers attempted to deal 

with the faults by undertaking short term remedial work.  Eventually they realised that they needed to demolish the 

school. For some time the Managers were proposing to rebuild the premises on the existing School Hill site.  It 

wasn’t until 1904 that it was acknowledged that they should build a new school in a more suitable location.  While it 

took the Mangers some 15 years to decide what needed to be done this procrastination was almost certainly 

because until the early 20th Century there were few funds available other than those that could be raised by the 

Managers from local people.  

 

Following the 1902 Education Act responsibility for schools was devolved to Surrey County Council and it became 

necessary for the Managers to take into account the requirements both of the County Council and the Board of 

Education. Both expressed concern at the state of the school building which they felt was clearly unsafe.   In 1904 a 

report by the County Council’s surveyor had recommended that any support for a new building would be dependent 

upon the Managers moving the School to a more suitable site. To help with financing he Managers were then 

advised by the County Council that if they were prepared to build a new school for Boys and Girls, the County would 

itself provide a separate new Infants School. 

 

In August 1904, the Managers advised the Surrey Education Committee that in view of the County Surveyors report 

it was their opinion that it is desirable that there should be a new school on a new site and that the provision of 

funds for the same was under consideration. 

However by 1906 the Managers were still talking about repairing the school.  It is apparent that by 1906 the Surrey 

County Education Committee was getting a bit anxious about the delay and they wrote to the Managers in 

November  that year saying that: ‘In view of the decision of the managers declining to rebuild or repair the school in a 

permanent manner my council have resolved  to proceed with the erection of a new  Council school in Wrecclesham 

for older as well as for infants.’ They asked for recommendations as to site, size etc of new proposed school.  They 

added that: The County Council would not be able to maintain the existing school when the proposed new Council 

School was opened.  

Not wishing to lose the status of the school as a Church school this amounted to an ultimatum to the Managers and 

in 1907 the Managers began to seek a site for the new School.  They inspected a number of sites and narrowed the 

choice down to just two: 

 Land belonging to Mr Trimmer, adjacent to the Wrecclesham Institute, to the east of School Hill.  Estimated 

Cost £250 per acre 

 Land belonging to the Farnham Gravel Company in Little Green Lane.  Estimated Cost.  £130 per acre. 

Initially the Managers decided that their preference was for the first of these two options and in May 1905 they  

resolved to purchase three acres of land at the back of the Institute from Mr. Trimmer’s Trustees.  However this was 

never realised and eventually it was decided to proceed with the Little Green Lane site.  It is not known why they had 

this change of plan as by this time they had negotiated a lower price with the Trimmer Trustees of £150.  However, 

whatever the reason, in Feb  1907, instructions for purchase were issued  by the Managers to the Farnham Gravel 

Company for the purchase of the site in Little Green Lane together with  grant a right of way from Shortheath Road .  



In November 1907 the Managers received a report from the Board of Education which: ‘urged the necessity of 

making the old building safe and pressing on with the new building with all possible speed.’ 

 In comparison with the previous 17 years, progress from this time was distinctly rapid. 

Within a year the site was purchased, plans were drawn up, a contract for building was let and arrangements were 

put in hand for local fund raising.   

The estimate, for building and land purchase costs, was £3,700 and the Manager’s confirmed that funds amounting 

to £2300 would be available towards the new buildings with an estimated balance of £1000 to £1300 to be raised by 

mortgage. 

In Feb 1909  the managers applied to the Board of Education for authority to sell of the School Hill site and the 

former Master’s House at Rose Cottage.  The proceeds of which would be put towards the erection of the new 

school. 

By  21 April 1909 - The work of the erection of the new building was in hand  and on the 17th May  the Foundation 

Stone was laid and invitations were sent out for opening ceremony.  

On 6th Oct School was opened by the Lord Bishop of Winchester  

The inscription on the Foundation Stone reads as follows: 

To the Glory of God 

And to promote education 

Of the children of Wrecclesham 

In the faith of the Church of the faithful 

This stone was laid 

By Herbert Edward 

Lord Bishop of Winchester 

On May 17th 1909 

C.H. Keable. Vicar. 

 

The final cost of the project  was £3,567  which was within budget 

 

The breakdown of these costs were:          £ 

 Building Contract    2,653 

Land Purchase            370  

Architect’s Fees       299  

Gas and Water Mains      139 

 Legal Expenses                                    68 

     Other Expenses                       38 

At 10 July 1910 Receipts were as follows:  

Subscriptions from public   2,159 

Sale of Land            125 

     Bishop of Winchester                       100 

Rev. Sedgwick                       100  

     Canon Bowring         100 

     Mr. Rooke -          50     

     Balance to be found         933 

 

On Jan 10 1910 the school had 216 children on roll. 



 

Appendix 1. 

 

Minutes of the Managers Meetings reveal some of the discussions that took place: 

 Dec 1893 Architect to have the school buildings shored up where necessary and to afterwards report to the 

Committee that they are safe. 

 Committee set aside £150 for all building work. Tenders for Building works to school building and Master’s 

House ranging from £243-£71 

 Master to move to temporary accommodation in Shortheath 

 30th Oct 1894 Meeting of Managers  to consider repairs of school buildings   

 7th Nov 1894 Inspection of the school house and buildings by Architect,  Mr Wells,  who was asked to prepare 

specifications to render the Master’s house and school buildings perfectly safe. 

 24th Nov 1894 4 Tenders for undertaking remedial work on school building and master’s house were received 

ranging from  £244 to £71.  The lower tender, that from Mr Shrubb at £71, was recommended for 

acceptance. The Governors set a budget for the work of £150.   

 12th  Dec 1894  Architect asked to shore up dangerous structures 

 16th May 1894 Suggestion that Rose Cottage should be sold and proceeds used to repair school 

 16th July 1894  Gallery of Infants room boarded up. Funds raised for building now total £270 (Bazaar £142, 
Diocesan Board £70, National Society £35, Subscriptions £23 

 5 Mar 1895 New plans approved by the Education Department to be sent out to tender.  

 1896 Cost  of rebuilding had risen to £599 – 16 – 1. 

 1896  Grant  from the National Society of £35.  £100 to be borrowed  on security of Charity Commissioners 

 1902 Letter from board of Education saying Official name of school Farnham Rural Wrecclesham National 

School No 129.July 1902  

 1904 The Managers were officially informed by the Surrey Education Committee that if they were able to see 

their way to provide the required accommodation at the Wrecclesham National School he County Committee 

should be advised to build a new infants school. 

 1904 Dec – The Managers should submit to the LEA plans and estimates for : 

a) New school on a new site for boys and girls and infants 

b) New school on a new site for boys and girls only 

 Jan 1906 Proposal to Pull down Master’s House, Repair and refurbish existing school buildings.  Estimated 

Building Cost £1600.  Set aside £2000 for work.  

   

  





 


