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WRECCLESHAM VICARAGES 

Since the dedication of St Peters Church, Wrecclesham in 1840 there have been three 

Vicarages in Wrecclesham. Unlike many parishes, none of these vicarages has been adjacent 

to the Church.  The first of these, now known as Yatesbury House, is on the west side of 

Wrecclesham Road, up a small lane just to the north of the railway bridge.  The second is at 

the junction of the Street with Wrecclesham Hill on the north side of the Street opposite 

what is now the Bengal Lounge and was previously the Cricketer’s Public House.  The most 

recent Vicarage is on the eastern side of School Hill at its junction with Kings Lane. There 

was a long period when there was no Vicarage and the Incumbents were living in rented 

accommodation in the Wrecclesham area. 

WRECCLESHAM VICARAGE.  1840 – 1920 

The Old Vicarage in Wrecclesham lays back from the road, up a small lane, just to the north 

of the railway bridge on Wrecclesham Road.  It is an impressive building which was 

constructed in about 1912. It was purchased by the Diocese of Winchester on 17th August 

1840 to provide what was then known as the ‘Parsonage’ for the new St Peter’s Church, 

which was initially a chapel of St Andrew’s Church in Farnham.  
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As will be seen from the 1897 map above the Vicarage was situated a long way -  c. 1/3rd of 

a mile – from St Peter’s Church.  It was, somewhat archaically, described in the Deeds of the 

Property as follows: 

‘All that piece or parcel of land or ground containing by measurement one acre two roods and 

seventeen perches or thereabouts (being part of a Close called Bowlers Field situate in the tything of 

Wrecclesham in the Parish of Farnham in the said County of Surrey formerly in the occupation of 

James Butt and afterwards of the said James Harding and bounded by a public footway leading 

through the said field called Bowlers Field on the north west by the Turnpike Road leading from 

Farnham to Petersfield on the east by the land of William Pinke  Paine Esquire on the south and south 

west which piece of land or ground intended to be hereby conveyed is delineated in the plan drawn in 

the margin hereof and is therein coloured pink And all our every of our right title and interest to and in 

the said piece of land intended to be here conveyed TO hold to the Majesties Commissioners for 

building new Churches and their successors for the purpose of the said several  Acts and to be devoted 

and appropriated as and for the site for a Parsonage House for the Minister of the Church or Chapel of 

Saint Peter of Wrecclesham in the Parish of Farnham aforesaid for ever by virtue intent and meaning 

of the said several recited Acts IN WITNESS whereof the said James Harding and James Messenger 

have hereunto set their hands in seals and the SAID Charles Richard Lord Bishop of Winchester has set 

his hand and affixed his Episcopal Seal this seventeenth day of August in the year of our Lord One 

thousand eight hundred and forty…James (LS) Winton…James (LS)  Messenger….  Signed and delivered 

by the within named Charles Richard Lord Bishop of Winchester in the presence of James Shotter 

Farnham Slcr…, Signed and delivered by the within named James Harding the younger in the presence 

of ben Nichols Solicitor Farnham… Received the day and year last with in written of and from her 

Majesty’s Commissioners for building new Churches the sum of eight hundred pounds being the 

consideration money within mentioned to be paid to them by me… James Harding Jr.. Witness Ben 

Nichols.. Received this day of One thousand eight hundred and forty the original Deed of Conveyance 

of land as a site for a Parsonage House for the Minister of the Church of St Peter at Wrecclesham in 

the Parish of Farnham dated the seventeenth day of August in the year 1840 from William Rothery the 

younger one of the Deputy Registrars for Surrey left with him to be registered of which the following is 

a true copy . I say received.’  

 

It will be seen from the foregoing deeds and the plan above that the new parsonage was 

occupying a very big site.  The Tithe map of 1841 records the site as Parcel Number 2193, 

House and Land, with both Owner and Occupier being the first incumbent of Wrecclesham 
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the Rev Richard Durant Buttemer.1 The acreage of land is recorded as 1 acre, 2 roods and 38 

perches (slightly larger than is recorded in the Deeds).  To the rear of the house is a tree 

lined escarpment running down to River Row and the valley of the River Wey. 

As can be seen from the plan above, and the picture below, the Parsonage House was 

impressively large.  An agent’s description of it at about this time called it: 

A charming country residence, containing four large reception rooms, 10 bedrooms, 

bathroom and the usual offices, standing in five acres of well laid out pleasure grounds, 

two tennis courts and stabling for seven horses. 

 

The picture above was taken in 1906 when the incumbent was the Rev. Charles Keable, who 

is to be seen standing by the front door.  At the time of purchase the Parsonage was rather 

smaller than is shown in this picture, lacking the bow frontages and the second floor which 

can be seen to the rear.  We have no surviving pictures of the building at an earlier date but 

it was even then a substantial and desirable dwelling. 

It will have been seen from the Deeds, included earlier, that the cost of purchase of the 

Parsonage was £800.  In 1840 a collection had been organised by St Andrews Church to fund 

the building of a Church in Wrecclesham.  This Building Appeal, mainly supported by 

Farnham residents, raised £1,473 – 11s. - 3d.  With grants, the total raised for the project 

was £2,442 – 1s. – 8d.  The total cost of the Church building was £1,389 – 3s. – 2d leaving a 

contingency amount of 1,062 – 18 – 6d that was held for future building costs and for an 

endowment.  It was this endowment which was used to pay for the purchase of the 

Parsonage. 

                                                           
1
  Oddly both the Register of Vicars of Wrecclesham in St Peter’s Church and the road on the Riverdale Estate, 

that was named after him, spell this name wrongly as Buttermer. 
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Rev Charles Durant Buttemer 1840- 1845 

The first Incumbent of St Peter’s was the Rev Charles Buttemer and he was the first 

occupant of the Parsonage.  He was appointed in January 1940 and it is understood that he 

had already taken up residence in the Parsonage at the time of the consecration of St 

Peter’s Church on St Swithun’s Day the 15th July.  He did not occupy the Wrecclesham living 

for long as, in July 1845, he was appointed to become Vicar of the ancient church of St Mary 

in Easton, a small village in the valley of the River Itchen, where he was to remain for a 

further 12 years.  

Buttemer had a tragic family life.  He had lost his first son while at his previous position in 

Godalming.  Between 1838 and 1862 he and his wife, Mary, had 14 children, 6 boys and 8 

girls.  Of these, 7 died before their 10th birthdays. While at Itchen 6 children died, including 3 

who were to die in a single year, 1850. While in Wrecclesham Vicarage they had five 

children.   

Rev. Henry Richard Julius 1846 - 1886 

The next occupant of the Vicarage was the Rev. Henry Richard Julius, whose impact on 

Wrecclesham over 40 years was immense.  Julius had previously been Curate at St Andrews 

in Farnham and he had been heavily involved with Bishop Sumner in launching the two new 

churches that were being built in Wrecclesham and Hale.  He truly loved the Wrecclesham 

Vicarage and it was an influential factor in his moving to Wrecclesham in the first place. 

We are blessed by having available an insight into the Julius’s family life in Wrecclesham by 

virtue of a notebook kept by one of his nine daughters, Florence, which was  later published 

as a booklet by the Farnham Museum Society under the title ‘To the Vicarage Born’.  In fact 

Florence wasn’t born in the Wrecclesham Vicarage as she had come into this world while 

Julius and his wife Mary were living in Castle Street in 1846. 

She says of her Mother’s reaction to Henry’s appointment to Wrecclesham: 

‘My mother did not at all relish the prospect.  She thought it a dreary and rather savage 

place, with no gentry.’ 

When Henry and Mary Julius moved to Wrecclesham in 1846 they already had 4 daughters.  

During the 1850’s the Julius family grew rapidly. Between 1848 and 1856 five more 

daughters were born.  In 1858, with great rejoicing, Mary gave Henry a son, whom they 

named Henry John. 

It was not only the Julius family that was growing in this period but also the Vicarage.  With 

ten children to bring up home life was no doubt hectic.  However, as was common in a 

‘society’ home at that time, Henry and Mary enjoyed plenty of help.  There were five 

servants living in the vicarage.  The growing family and their helpers needed more room.  

Bertram Elkins in his book ‘Wrecclesham and District says that: 

‘The Vicarage, originally built in 1810 had to be extended to accommodate the Rev. Julius’s large 

family.’ 
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As was seen in the picture earlier, the extended building incorporated a double bow front 

on each side of the front door, with an extra floor added above. 

Florence recalls that : 

‘the Parsonage was a very happy house to us.  It had a large garden, and is well placed 

above an undulating lawn with a little hanger or wood of oak trees on the North and a 

pretty view Eastwards of Farnham Church and meadows.  The Terrace had a lovely view 

West, over meadows, to Willey and was the place to watch a sunset or to take a bracing 

walk on a cold day.’ 

It was not only the Julius family that was growing, so also was Wrecclesham. Soon after the 

Julius family arrived in Wrecclesham, in 1850, the railway was extended from Farnham to 

Alton.  As will be seen from the earlier map the railway line passed immediately to the south 

of the Vicarage and there was great upheaval, especially when the railway bridge had to be 

built on Wrecclesham Road and River Lane.  Again Florence records these moments: 

‘I well remember watching the trains from the nursery windows and the long trains of 

yellow trucks with men sitting on the load of gravel or sand was an unfailing source of 

interest.  They did not go very fast, and the spades were stuck up by the men.  One would 

call, ‘the Muck, the muck, which was the maid’s name for the train, and all the children 

rushed to the window.  The pleasure was rather prolonged, because a bridge was built 

across the road a few yards up.  The day it was opened our old friend the Muck passed 

again, stuck all over with flags.  A few years later our daily newspaper was brought by the 

9.20 train and the guard threw it to us as he passed through our field and we sat waiting 

on the railing and then raced to pick it up. The railway was not much help to us as we still 

had to go to Farnham Station, but it was very useful as a clock, and our prayer bell was 

rung every morning as the 8. 13 train passed.’ 

The Vicarage at this time had become a very important part of the Parish life.  Summer fetes 

and garden parties were held in its commodious grounds and Henry was pleased to allow 

the village children to play in the fields. 

Henry Julius lived in the Vicarage for 40 years, until he retired in 1886, on account of ill 

health.  For a short while he lived at the Grange, alongside the church but, understandably, 

this proved difficult for him, and he spent his remaining days in Redhill.  At his farewell 

occasion Henry said: 

‘It was a trial to give up the dear old vicarage in which I have had many pleasant associations.’ 

The Old Vicarage, as it became known, later, was to provide a happy home for three more 

Wrecclesham Vicars, Rev Leonard Burrows, 1886 – 1888, who was later to become the 

Bishop of Sheffield, Rev Charles Steward, 1888 – 1890 and Rev Charles Keable, 1890 – 

1920.  It was towards the end of Charles Keable’s 30 year occupation, in 1920, that the 

Vicarage was sold by the Church Commissioners. 

The first private occupant was Walter Reginald Tanner, a parishioner of St Peter’s, who later 

became Treasurer and Churchwarden.  Walter Tanner had been born in Yatesbury, Wiltshire 
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and he renamed the Vicarage , Yatesbury House. This name remains to this day, albeit it is 

still often affectionately referred to as ‘the Old Vicarage’.  Since that time there has been a 

succession of owners.  The surrounds have been developed with other properties but the 

house and grounds largely remain and as can be seen by the photograph below is still most 

attractive. 

 

Yatesbury House 

One of St Peter’s parishioners, Bob Parratt, has his own memories of the Old Vicarage.  He 

tells of a secret tunnel which was used by tradesmen to deliver goods.  He used to deliver 

bread to the Vicarage as a boy. 

CLAYTON HURST 1920 – 1935. 

In 1920 the Diocese purchased Clayton Hurst, a large house on the North West corner of the 

junction between The Street, School Hill and Wrecclesham Road, opposite the Cricketer’s 

Public House.   Clayton Hurst had been a long standing residence in the village.  I have not 

yet been able to find the date when Clayton Hurst was built but it appears in the 1841 Tithe 

Map. 

From 1882 – 1910 Clayton Hurst was occupied by Thomas Smith who was a retail draper.  In 

the 1911 Census the house was occupied by Edward Lampiere Earle who was a retired 

Colonel from the Bengal Royal Artillery.   Earle died in 1916 and was buried alongside his 

wife, Helen in the Wrecclesham Cemetery.  
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Clayton Hurst 

According to the 1911 Census the house had 8 rooms.  It was surrounded by a significant 

plot of land.  In fact Clayton Hurst was used in the early part of the 20th Century by the 

village boys for cricket. The History of Wrecclesham Cricket records that: 

The boys of Wrecclesham were not being forgotten, although it appears that their 

cricket was based mainly on the village school.  The youth teams played at Clayton 

Hurst in a meadow belonging to Mr. Thomas Smith, the refreshments frequently 

provided by his daughter – Wrecclesham’s first tea lady!2 

In 1923, after Clayton Hurst was purchased by the Diocese, Charles Keable moved there 

from the Old Vicarage. Clayton Hurst had the advantage of being in the heart of the village 

and considerably nearer the Church than the first vicarage.   

Clayton Hurst was occupied by two further St Peter’s Vicars, Rev. Leonard Starey 1923 – 

1934 and Rev. Jerrold de Launcey Laurence. 1934 – 1935.  Despite being so close to the 

Church it did not seem to be a particularly popular vicarage.  However, Leonard Starey in 

1925 was to oversee the development of the Parish Hall on a site immediately to the rear of 

Clayton Hurst and he took a considerable interest in the hall during his time in 

Wrecclesham.  The Parish Hall had been financed by gift from one of the St Peter’s 

Parishioners, Mr Harry Wrightson, and it is understood that the Wrightson family had been 

parishioners at one of Rev. Starey’s former parishes. 

 

                                                           
2
 Wrecclesham Cricket, A Brief History by Stephen Pinn 
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Clayton Hurst 2017 

It is thought that the Diocese had sold Clayton Hurst by this time and soon after it was 

divided into three flats, in which form it remains to this day, albeit still retaining the name of 

Old Vicarage.  

Although the dates are by no means certain the Parish had no accommodation for its clergy 

from the early 30’s when Clayton Hurst was sold. For some thirty five years successive vicars 

were living in rented accommodation. 

Rev Jerrold de Launcey was living in rented accommodation for most of his incumbency.  

From 1935 to 1937 he was residing at a house called the Moorings in Burnt Hill Lane. By 

1938 he had moved to live in Rowans, a house in Shortheath Road. Where, it is understood, 

that he stayed until he resigned in 1944.  

 Rev. James Stevens, 1944-1953, who was the grandson of former vicar, Rev. Henry Julius 

and whose mother, Florence, had written the book ‘To the Vicarage Born’, quoted earlier, 

was unmarried at the time he arrived in the Parish and he preferred to be a lodger with a 

family.  Initially he was living with Mr and Mrs Charles Wilson at Norminton House in Echo 

Barn Lane.  However in 1945 he moved to live with Mrs. Annie White at South Leas, also in 

Echo Barn Lane.  He remained living with Mrs. White until 1952 when, at the advanced age 

of 70, he was married at St Peter’s Church.  From 1952 until 1954 he and his new wife, 

Carlotta lived at 5 Woodcut Road. 

A NEW VICARAGE 

For some time the Diocese had been in discussion with the parish regarding the provision of 

a new Vicarage.  In the 1930’s two opportunities presented themselves for possible building 

sites close to the Church.  The most promising was in 1933, towards the end of the 
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incumbency of Rev. Starey, when 1/½  acres of  land opposite the church (pictured below) 

now developed for the houses and bungalows in Bryn Road, was offered to the church by 

the then owner Percy Elsmore, the local grocer.  An asking price of £300 was quoted and the 

PCC decided to buy it.  Unfortunately this purchase did not take place.  

 

Eventually the Diocese did purchase a plot of land to the south of the Cemetery, in an area 

situated between the Cemetery and Wrecclesham Lodge.  The frontage of this land is 

heavily wooded with some magnificent Oaks. Behind this there has now been built public 

housing in what is now called Rural Close.  From 1945-1954 the Parish also had ownership of 

a house called  Croxfield, in Bryn Road, which had been used to house Capt. Wardle, a 

Church Army officer who had been appointed to the Parish to assist with the St Timothy in 

Boundstone Chapel. 

THE VICARAGE - KING’S LANE. 

There was, however, little progress in providing a new Vicarage until the arrival of Rev 

Charles Leverton in 1954.  Initially Charles and his family were accommodated at a house 

called ‘Shalimar’ in Gorse Lane  however plans were already afoot to provide a purpose built 

vicarage in King’s Lane on land, gifted at no charge to the Diocese, by Miss Reid who lived in 

the neighbouring Wrecclesham Lodge.   

John Leverton, Rev Leverton’s son, recalls that: 

‘Parishioners were invited by his father to contribute towards the cost of the Vicarage by buying 

and signing bricks to be incorporated into the fabric of the building.  The contribution asked was 
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3d. a brick.  Rev Leverton thought this represented very good value compared with the half a 

crown for the same offer at Guildford Cathedral, which was under construction at this time.’ 

 

       

Wrecclesham Vicarage – Kings Lane 2017 

 

The Vicarage was completed in 1955.  The final costs in 1956 were: 

  

Income.      Expenditure 

Grants Received         £2311   Building Tender  £4527- 7 – 0 

PO Savings Bank             £485    Quantity Surveyor  £ 240 - 0 - 0 

Trustees Savings Bank    £507   Architect   £ 205 - 0 – 0 

Diocesan Delapidations Bid  £1500   Garden     £100 – 0 – 0 

Total    £4,803   Total   £5,072 – 7 – 0 

Revised Income 14 Dec 1956 

Sale of Former Parsonage  £662 – 17 – 4 

Sale of Parsonage Garden  £288 – 16 – 11 

Benefactor and Grant money              £1,219 – 10 -  0 

Grant from New Parsonage Fund           £1,770 –  0  -  0  

Contribution from Local Sources                 £992  – 0  -  0 

Marshalls Charity Grant                  £150  -  0  -  0 

Total     £5,083  - 4  -  3 
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Since 1956 the following Vicars of Wrecclesham have lived in the King’s Lane Vicarage. 

Rev. Charles Leverton 1954 – 1983 

Rev Graham Theobald 1983 – 1984 

Rev Harry Dickens    1984 – 1996 

Rev Shirley Ford   1996 – 2004 

Rev Canon Anne Gell     2005 – 2017 

The Vicarage is currently vacant but has been let while the Parish is in vacancy. 

 


