
3. E.D. ABBOTT COACH BUILDERS 

E.D. Abbott had a long history in Wrecclesham.  Coach building in the village started before World 

War 1 at Warren’s works near the Cricketer’s Public House (now the Bengal Lounge Indian 

Restaurant).  In 1920 a company called Page and Hunt, run by Mr. Page who had been a painter at 

Warren’s, and financed by Mr. Hunt, who was in business in Castle Street, moved into larger 

premises by the railway bordering Weydon Lane.  The firm specialised in custom built bodies which 

they fitted on Armstrong Siddeley and Daimler Chassis. They also built bodies on American models 

from Packard and La Salle, all of which they would exhibit at motor shows during this period.  The 

post war recession hit this firm badly and in 1928 they went into liquidation and Edward Dixon 

Abbott who had been the chief salesman for Page and Hunt, bought the business and changed its 

name to his own. 

 

To keep the workforce busy during this difficult time he extended operations to work on commercial 

chassis and the refurbishing of older cars, including Rolls Royce, even building a series of vans on old 

Rolls Royce chassis much to disapproval of Rolls Royce.  Under Abbott the company prospered and 

in the 30’s reverted again to building high quality coach-work on Rolls Royce, Daimler and Lagonda 

chassis specialising in convertibles. 

 

During the early hours of 30th December 1935 a disastrous fire broke out in the saw mill and spread 

quickly to the body shop.  About thirty new Frazer Nash, BMW and Talbot cars were destroyed.  

Temporary buildings were quickly erected while the factory was rebuilt.  At this time there were 

about 110 employees on the payroll. Before World War II the bulk of the business was the volume 

production of drop-head coupes bodies for the Daimler, for who Abbotts aced as local agent.  During 

the 30’s the firm branched out into the manufacture of light aircraft and gliders.  This arose through 

the personal enthusiasm of Abbott who had been a World War 1 fighter pilot. 



 

 

 

During World War II the high grade skills of the work force were used to make aircraft components 

and by the late forties the firm was back into its original business with a series of high grade bodies 

on Rolls Royce, Bentley and Healey chassis.  By the late 50’s the company was controlled by R.G. 

Sutherland, late of Aston Martin.  He recognised that with more manufacturers turning to integral 

chassis and body construction there was little future in the traditional forms of coach building. Policy 

was changed and a major contract was negotiated with Ford to convert larger models from their 

range into estate cars beginning in 1953 with Consuls, Zephyrs and Zodiacs.  At this time it was not 

practical to integrate estate bodies into the normal Ford production line so complete cars were 

shipped down to Wrecclesham where they were cut down and rebuilt as estate cars.  The Ford 

estates were well received and the company expanded when other coach builders were shutting up 

shop. 



 

Blue Coaches built by Abbotts 

 

An Abbott conversion in the Sandringham Museum. 

By 1966 it was evident that Abbotts lacked the facilities to expand to cope with the increasing 

demand and Ford decided to take back the estate body production and to integrate it into their 

assembly lines at Dagenham.  Abbots had no other business to fall back upon so the firm sadly went 

into liquidation.  Thus was said farewell to one of the larger employers in Farnham.  

In August 1913 the Rural Life Centre at Tilford celebrated the 43 year history of the firm by inviting 

people with Abbott vehicles from across the country to foregather at Tilford. At the same time an 

invitation was issued to all former employees to come along and see some of the vehicles that they 

may have been involved in producing. 

Since that time the large workshops in Wrecclesham Hill have been used by a number of outlets in 

what is now a small retail park.  Until 1913 the large building adjacent to the main road was 

occupied by the showroom for Harvey’s Furniture Warehouse.  In that year planning permission was 

granted by Waverley Council for three separate purpose built showrooms.  The opportunity was 

however taken up by the Coop to establish a new convenience store which opened in early 1915. 

ABBOTT STAFF PICTURES In the pages that follow you will find pictures of Abbott Staff 

donated by Doris Arnold. If you can identify any of those in the pictures for which we have 

gaps please let the Wrecclesham History Project know. 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


