
5.    REV. HENRY RICHARD 

JULIUS.   

Henry Richard Julius was descended from an 
affluent, upper middle-class family which had 
extensive connections with sugar plantations in the 
Caribbean island of St. Kitts, a source of much 
wealth.  His father, George Julius, during the first 
half of the 19th Century, worked as a general 
practitioner in South London, with a large ‘society’ 
practice.   During this time, he held an appointment 
as one of the Royal Physicians to three kings, 
George III, George IV and William IV.   One of the 
privileges of this position was habitation in a royal 
residence.  The young Henry was born and brought 
up in the elegant surroundings of one of the 
outbuildings of the former royal palace alongside 
the River Thames at Richmond.  
 
Dr. George Julius’s family, of 4 girls and 7 boys, was both large and successful.  Among the 
boys, apart from Richard, who died in childhood, there were two doctors, a soldier, a solicitor 
and two clergymen.  Henry was one of the latter.  After early schooling at Charterhouse, then 
in the City of London, Henry completed his education at Shrewsbury School, before 
proceeding to study divinity at St. John’s College Cambridge, where he gained his degree.  
Upon his ordination, in Farnham Castle in 1839, Henry was appointed as one of the curates 
at St. Andrew’s Church in Farnham.  This position, at a large and historic parish, gave him a 
great opportunity at the start of his career. 
 
Initially Henry lived in lodgings in Castle Street, with his fellow Curate, Joseph Butterworth.  
It was while living in Castle Street that Henry met Mary Butterworth, Joseph’s sister.  One 
year later, in 1940, Mary was to become his wife.  The couple were married in Clifton, Mary’s 
home.  After their marriage the young couple took up residence in a pretty cottage in Castle 
Street called Castle Lodge.  Henry and Mary soon became well known amongst the more 
established members of Farnham society.  It was while living at Castle Lodge that Henry and 
Mary had the first four of their children, all girls, Mary, Harriett, Maria and Florence.  
 
This proximity to Farnham Castle led to a close association with Bishop Charles Sumner, the 
then Bishop of Winchester, who quickly recognised Julius’ abilities.  Sumner soon charged 
Henry with raising funds for, and supervising the building of, the new church in Hale.  When 
it appeared that another new parish, in Wrecclesham, was in need of dynamic direction, he 
invited Julius to become its vicar, a position he held for 40 years.  They lived in a delightful 
Vicarage and it was here that Henry lived until his retirement.  It was a happy home and the 
family grew, almost by annual increments, until it numbered 10 children.  Five of their six 
children born in Wrecclesham were girls, Ellen, Edith, Constance, Octavia and Madeline. It is 
imagined that there was great rejoicing in 1858 when their tenth child, a son, was born.   Not 
surprisingly he was called Henry. 
 
Wrecclesham, in the early 19th Century, was a distinct and independent village.  The village 
was notorious for unruliness, gambling and hard drinking, though the extent to which this is a 
true picture is questionable.  Such views were mostly those of evangelicals, supporters of 
the temperance movement and sabbatarianism.  Be that as it may, the church, led by Henry, 
made a major impact upon its residents.  He was well-liked and respected for his 



contributions and the improvements he facilitated, something attested to by the affectionate 
appellation ‘Old Julius’, by which he was to become known. 
 
From 1860, he was to oversee the complete rebuilding of the church in Wrecclesham, the 
bulk of the funding coming from his own pocket.  His philanthropic work did not end there.  
He was influential in establishing a series of trusts, sponsored by a lady called Isabella 
Schroder, which operated in 6 local parishes to provide support for the poor.   The 
Wrecclesham Schroder Trust is still strong and active, having recently celebrated its 150th 
Anniversary. 
 
Having enjoyed a privileged education himself, he was concerned about the education and 
welfare of the local population. To this end, he helped establish both the Wrecclesham 
Institute and a new Church School.  The Vicarage was a happy home, generously shared 
with the parishioners. Henry and Mary were blessed with a talented family and Mary and the 
girls, as they grew up, took a very full part in the activities of the parish.  

 
It was during this central period of his incumbency that Henry had the pleasure to escort four 
of his daughters to the altar at St Peter’s on their marriage.  This period was also tinged with 
sadness when in 1870 their youngest daughter, Madeline, died of typhoid fever, at the very 
young age of 14.  
 
Not content with his work in Wrecclesham, Julius determined that the neighbouring village, 
Rowledge, needed similar attention.  Almost single-handedly, he established the new parish 
of St James’ Church, Rowledge.  He organised the promoters of the new Rowledge church, 
contributed handsomely to its cost, and agreed to finance the building of the requisite 
parsonage; for this he was rewarded by the Church Commissioners with the patronage of 
the new parish for its first incumbency.  He nominated his son-in-law, the Rev. Arthur William 
Parker, who was to make a similar contribution to Rowledge during his 43 years in office. 
Illness, what is thought to have been a stroke, led to Henry Julius’s resignation from the 
incumbency of Wrecclesham in 1887 after some 40 years.  Leaving the vicarage he, for a 
short while, moved to live in the Grange, next door to St Peter’s Church.  However, in 1890, 
he and Mary decided to leave Wrecclesham and 
 
Illness, what is thought to have been a stroke, led to Henry Julius’s resignation from the 
incumbency of Wrecclesham in 1887 after some 40 years.  Leaving the vicarage he, for a 
short while, moved to live in the Grange, next door to St Peter’s Church.  However, in 1890, 
he and Mary decided to leave Wrecclesham and live at Earlsfield Common where one year 
later, in March 1891, he died.  He was buried in St John the Evangelist Church in Redhill, in 
a burial service conducted by his son in law, the Vicar of Rowledge, Rev. Arthur Parker.  
Both St Peter’s Church in Wrecclesham and St James Church in Rowledge have erected 
stained glass windows in Henry Julius’s memory.  It is thought that there are very few 
individuals who have had memorial windows in two local churches.1 
 
Of Henry’s nine daughters only four married. Harriett, to the Vicar of St James Church, 
Rowledge, Maria, to a solicitor and member of the Stock Exchange, Florence, to a prominent 
Farnham solicitor and Ellen to another clergyman.  The four remaining girls were all 
spinsters.2 One was a Nursing Sister who in later life entered the Convent of Clewer sisters, 
the other three were for much of their lives involved in missionary work both at home and 
overseas.  

                                                           
1 The bulk of the material for this profile was taken directly from the introduction to the book ‘Old Julius’, published by the 

Farnham Museum Society in 2015, which contains more detail of the life of Rev. Julius and of his contribution to Wrecclesham 
and St Peter’s Church.
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 It will be recalled that Madeline had died aged 14. 



 
Julius’s son, Henry John, after studying law, emigrated to Australia, where he married and 
ended up owning an outback ranch in Queensland.  He would appear to have been 
somewhat of a ‘Prodigal Son’. 
 
In contrast many of the girls had huge talents, particularly for music, and while in 

Wrecclesham they contributed significantly to the activity of both the school and the 


