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6. WRECCLESHAM FARMS 

Farming through the years has been at the very centre of Wrecclesham life.  With the gradual encroachment of 

housing development in the 20th Century and the extension of Farnham to the west, little agricultural land is now left 

in the Parish to the south of the River Wey.  However to the north of the river, and beyond the A31, into Runwick 

and Dippenhall, agriculture is still a predominant form of land use.  This use has deep roots in Saxon and Mediaeval 

times and records of farms in and around the village have been found dating back to the 13th Century   

In preparing this Briefing Paper I have been heavily reliant upon research, undertaken by Pat Heather who, in the 

early years of this century, carried out extensive study of land use in the Wrecclesham area.  She has provided a 

wealth of information, much of it published in a series of articles in the Farnham and District Museum Journals.1 

Over the years the nature of farming in the Farnham area has changed.  In early years there was much emphasis on 

weaving and cloth making.  Farnham was also an important corn market, although much of the grain passing through 

the Corn Market was from the southern counties Hampshire and Sussex. By the 18th Century the land around 

Wrecclesham had predominantly turned to hop growing.  We will be devoting a separate session to hops later in the 

year; however it will be inevitable that reference to hop growing, the most significant crop grown in the village, will 

be made in this paper which will concentrate upon the village’s  

 natural and geographical advantages 

 sources of information 

 the pattern and changes in land ownership  

 the role of the villagers 

 

NATURAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL ADVANTAGES. 

 

Wrecclesham village had a number of natural advantages.  Geologically there was a variety of soils, particularly clay 

and sand, which provided rich meadow land. The gently rising land, generally lying above the flood plain of the River 

Wey, was relatively dry and provided good opportunities for both arable farming and grazing.  The ridge of high 

ground, above the village, divided the area between, to the north, the valley of the River Wey, which provided a 

steady water supply and, to the South, the Bourne Stream, formerly known as the Winterbourne, which provided a 

similar water supply, albeit, as its name suggests, it was often restricted in summer months. To the west lay the Alice 

Holt, a Royal Forest providing shelter, game and raw materials such as timber.  To the south there were a number of 

areas of heathland which provided grazing opportunities particularly for the local people. 

 SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Information about land use in the Farnham area has benefited from three particular sources; 

  the Winchester Pipe Rolls  

  the Tithe Maps 

 The Censuses 

 

THE WINCHESTER PIPE ROLLS 

 

The Winchester pipe rolls2 are an invaluable source of economic and social history between the 13th and 15th 
centuries. Each pipe roll provides a summary of income and expenditure for each year from each of the bishop of 

                                                           
1
 Medieval Fields and the Village of Wrecclesham.  FDMS Journal. Jun 2008. 

   Exchanges in the Fields: New Farms in the Village of Wrecclesham. FDMS Journal Sep 2008 
   Wrecclesham the Descent of Land.  FDMS journal. June 2009 
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Winchester’s manors which at that time stretched across seven counties in the south of England.  Farnham was a 
manor of the Diocese of Winchester, based upon Farnham Castle which at that time was the home of the bishop of 
Winchester. 
 
  The individual accounts within the pipe roll provide detailed documentation of the management of the demesne3 
within each manor and identify the names of the person(s) occupying the land.  The Pipe rolls provide a prime source 
to show the changes in ownership of a piece of land.   However they are written in an antique form of English 
sometimes called ‘Dog Latin’ and can be a daunting to read or translate as the example below illustrates. 
 

 
 

Pat Heather has studied the Pipe Rolls for Wrecclesham and has found the resource an excellent and unique 

research tool. 

 

THE TITHE MAPS 

 

Tithe Maps have often been compared with the Domesday Book as providing a record of land size and use at a 

constant period of time.  The Domesday Book makes little reference to Wrecclesham, which is embraced within the 

information on Farnham.   Tithe maps for each county in England and Wales were prepared following the Tithe 

Commutation Act 1836.  The payment of a tithe of one tenth of local produce to the church had been established in 

Saxon times, before the Norman Conquest.  It originally was a payment to support the local priest.  Following the 

dissolution of the monasteries the right to receive tithes was acquired by a number of private landlords. Each map 

was accompanied by a schedule listing each piece of land by number. This showed the owners, occupiers and a 

description of the land in the parish including individual fields - sometimes with field names.  

 

In Surrey the Tithe map was published in 1842. Overleaf I have reproduced the Tithe Map of Wrecclesham which 

identifies the extent of agricultural land that existed in the village in the early 19th Century.  It is possible from the 

schedules accompanying the Tithe Maps to study the ownership of land within an area such as Wrecclesham, or to 

assemble the ownership or occupation of land by individuals in any area.   

 

THE CENSUSES 

 

Nearer to the present day the Census series at 10 year intervals from 1841 to 1911 give details of household 

occupancy and, from 1871, the occupation of those living in those households.  These records enable us to identify 

those working in agricultural occupations, and where farmers, the extent of their land holding and the number of 

their employees. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
2
 The Pipe rolls are named after the "pipe" shape formed by the rolled up parchments on which the records were originally 

written. 
3
  Demesne is the term referring to land, but not necessarily outbuildings belonging to the Lord of the Manor. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parchment
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The 1842 Surrey Tithe Map showing land in Wrecclesham 
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THE PATTERN AND CHANGES IN LAND OWNERSHIP 

 

From Medieval to Victorian times the land ownership and management in Wrecclesham and its surrounding area 

was based upon the manorial system.  The Diocese of Winchester, one of the oldest and most important in England, 

was for many years centred in Farnham. From Norman times the Country was administratively divided into 

‘Counties’, each of which was further sub divided into ‘Hundreds’.  The Farnham Hundred was in effect the Manor 

of Farnham, the Castle was its Manor House and the bishop was Lord of the Manor. 

 

Each hundred was further divided into Tythings, one of which was Wrecclesham.  At the ecclesiastical level the 

boundary of Wrecclesham Parish, established in 18764, consists of three tythings, Wrecclesham, Dippenhall  and 

Runwick.  

 

 

The term tything originated from the early method of funding the church.  The tithe was an annual payment of an 
agreed proportion (originally one-tenth) of the yearly produce of the land, which was payable by parishioners to the 
parish church, to support it and its clergyman. Produce would often be in kind, i.e. agricultural produce, grain, etc. 
and this gave rise to the term Tithe Barn, the barn which was used to store the Tithes.   As at this time there was no 
Wrecclesham parish the tithes in this area were paid to the Rector of Farnham. Towards the end of the 16th Century, 
this system was replaced with monetary payments to the owner of the land, in most cases this was the Lord of the 
Manor. 

 In the Farnham hundred most of the land was owned by the bishop of Winchester, as Lord of the Manor, and it was 
to the Diocese of Winchester that the land occupiers were responsible.  As Pat Heather says in her article:5 

                                                           
4
The Wrecclesham History Project has taken as its boundary that of the Parish of Wrecclesham. 

5.  Pat Heather FDMS Journal Jun 2008 Medieval Fields and the Village of Wrecclesham 
6.  Pat Heather FDMS Journal Jun 2008 Op Cit. 
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‘It had always been an inescapable fact for the villagers of Wrecclesham that they owed manual services to the 
bishop of Winchester  in return for their lands, as did the rest of the men with land in the bishop’s manor of Farnham, 
even the freemen owing some services to the bishop.  The holder of each farm owed a certain number of days of 
ploughing, sowing and reaping on the bishop’s arable land as well as mowing of his meadows, and there were other 
services such a supplying chickens and eggs to the castle and collecting and delivering wood to the castle.  The 
services on the fields were always due at the worst time, for example the men would be called away from their own 
lands when their crops were ready for harvest to help with that of the lord.  It must have been something of a shock 
in 1256 when the manual services on the arable and the requirement to supply chicken and eggs to the castle were 
commuted to rent and money payments……For the villagers of Wrecclesham, the removal of most of the manual 
services, certainly removed an irksome burden from them but it gave them a problem of finding rent.’  

The Pipe Rolls, referred to earlier, record the fines that were to be paid on any particular property.  As the map6 
below shows in the mid- 16th Century almost all land in Wrecclesham, shown by black squares on the map, was held 
Copyhold (i.e.in the ownership of the bishop  of Winchester). 

 

TERMINOLOGY. There are several terms relating to land ownership that perhaps need to be defined. 

 Freehold - permanent and absolute tenure of land or property with freedom to dispose of it at will. 
 Copyhold – is an ancient form of land tenure defined as ‘holding at the will of the Lord according to the 

custom of the manor’. 

 Enfranchisement- a term denoting the conversion of copyhold to freehold. 

 Enclosure - (sometimes inclosure) was the legal process in England during the 18th century of enclosing a 
number of small landholdings to create one larger farm ... 

 Common land- is land owned collectively by a number of persons, or by one person, but over which other 
people have certain traditional rights, such as to allow their livestock to graze upon it, to collect firewood, or 
to cut turf for fuel. 

 Purpresture - an inclosure by a private party of a part of that which belongs to and ought to be open and 
free to the enjoyment of the public at large. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 6.  Pat Heather Medieval Fields and the Village of Wrecclesham.  FDMS Journal 15 (2) Jun2008 
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LAND HOLDING IN WRECCLESHAM 
 
In Wrecclesham there is example of each of the conditions defined above.  As has been suggested most of the land 
in the village was held copyhold, whereby payment in rent or services was due to the bishop as Lord of the Manor.    
 
Pat Heather’s research of the Pipe Rolls has shown that as early as the 13th Century there were 24 landholders in the 
village who occupied land of more than 16 acres, of whom four had land acreages of twice that amount.  
Additionally there were another eight smallholdings.   
 
One of the common features of the farms in Wrecclesham was that many of the occupiers were not Wrecclesham 
residents.  Not only did they live outside the village, but they also had other occupations.   There were also strict 
rules for inheritance on the death of an occupier of a copyhold property which were controlled by the bishop.  
Moreover, as the land was not owned, the occupier was restricted in to whom he could transfer or exchange his 
occupation of the land.  Inheritance became a particular concern at the time of the Black Death, in 1348, when a 
number of men in Wrecclesham were struck down.  As Pat Heather wrote of this period: 
 
‘Two thirds of the families in Wrecclesham with farms and almost all of those with smallholdings saw the death of 
their head of household that year….’7 
 
Exchanges of land became an important issue in the 16th Century.  Apart from the requirement to transfer 
occupation of land both within and beyond the immediate family, especially after bereavement, it was felt that there 
was also a need to rationalise the many separate pieces of land in the village.  Many of the holdings were too small 
and few of them had been effectively enclosed.  In 1546 a number of men from Wrecclesham had announced their 
intention to request permission of the manor court to exchange their lands.  This was a carefully orchestrated 
approach which was granted by the court.  It became known as the First exchange of 1546.  There were three more 
similar ‘Exchanges of Land’ in Wrecclesham that were put to the court, the Second Exchange in 1557, the Third 
Exchange in 1578 and the Last Exchange in 1648.  It is not thought appropriate to deal in detail with these exchanges 
in this paper but to say that they paved the way for the layout of fields and farms that were to survive until the 20th 
Century. 8 
 

THE PATTERN OF FARMING IN THE 18TH CENTURY 
 
The map below reveals the pattern of farming that existed in the Village in the 18th Century. 
 

 
 
It will be seen that there were three principal areas of land, West, Middle and East.  West Field was the area closest 
to the original farms in the centre of the village, to the north of the Street and towards the bottom of School Hill.  

                                                           
7
  Pat Heather. – A History of a Farming Community – 2000  (unpublished manuscript). 

8
 For detail see Pat Heather. Exchanges in the Fields – New Farms in the Village of Wrecclesham 
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Many of these farms were associated with public houses in the Street.  Where the local innkeepers were also 
farmers there was understood to be a practice of rewarding their workers in kind, in the form of ale.  
 
At this time the land was divided into fairly small units and would more appropriately be termed small holdings.  
West Field which was in total 70 acres was divided into more than 20 units of varying size. Some of the holdings 
were little more than the size of a football pitch.   
 
There were a number of important changes in Wrecclesham farming in the 18th Century.  It was during this period 
that there began the concentration in the Farnham area upon the growing of hops.  The landscape of the village was 
significantly changed.  Hop grounds were occupying fields on either side of the Street and were stretching even more 
extensively to the east across the whole of the Middle and East Fields.   
 
The Roque’s Map, in 1878, one of the earliest maps of the Farnham area,  (below) clearly shows the extent to which 
hop growing was predominant in and around Farnham.   Associated with the hops were also new buildings.  Hop 
kilns to store the hops were built in the village and in the neighbouring farms and, because of the seasonal nature of 
the labour requirement , a number of hop barracks were built, both in the village and in the surrounding area.  Some 
of these still exist.   We will deal with this in the separate paper on Hop Growing which will accompany the papers 
for our July meeting.   
 
The wealth that was associated with hop growing in Farnham, where the hops attracted high prices, led to an 
explosion of interest in acquiring land for hops.   Shares in hops were being traded in Farnham and many Farnham 
businessmen saw a move into this new venture, while not totally risk free, to be a wise investment.  This led to 
another change which was the tendency for large areas of land in Wrecclesham to be occupied by a few wealthy 
Farnham residents.   

 
The Roques Map of the Wrecclesham Area 1858 

Three families are particularly associated with this period of land acquisition in the Wrecclesham area.  These are 

The Manwaring , Ward and the Knight families.   The 1841 Tithe maps provide the opportunity to identify the land 
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which these three families had accumulated.    The Manwaring family was the most significant of these land owners 

in and around the village of Wrecclesham, the Paine Family and the Knight family’s land was largely situated in the 

north of the parish in the Willey, Runwick and Dippenhall area. 

The Manwaring interest was originated by John Manwaring, a tanner, who, although a resident of West Street, 

Farnham, and owning tanneries in Farnham, in 1676 had purchased a farm in Wrecclesham.  Over a period of around 

40 years, and despite several disputes with, and fines paid to, the Bishop’s court, he acquired several more areas of 

land. On his death in 1717 his two sons John and James inherited the copyholds.  By 1731 the family had acquired 

seven farms in the village.  The estate passed to several other descendants before being put up for sale in 1823, by 

which time they had accrued 340 acres of land.  The bulk of the estate was purchased at that time by William Pinke 

Paine who was a Hop Planter and related by marriage to the Manwaring family.  It was William Pinke Paine who 

donated both the land and the stone for the building of St Peter’s Church. 

In 1841 William, and his son John Manwaring Paine, managed, or let, more than 490 acres of land, 4 hop kilns and 25 

cottages, mostly around Wrecclesham and the Bourne.  John Manwaring Paine was closely involved in both St 

Peter’s Church and School. The two principal landowners in the Runwick, Willey area, north of the river Wey , were 

James Ward and Charles Knight.  The both lived in large houses; Willey Place and Runwick House, which were 

associated with were large farms.  In the Tithe Map, James Ward occupied 32 units of land collectively measuring 

217 acres and Charles Knight, who was a very wealthy hop grower and who had a considerable influence of the 

Wrecclesham village, occupied 350 acres of land.   

THE ROLE OF THE VILLAGERS 

We can appreciate from the Censuses in the 19th Century an indication of the role that was played in agriculture by 

the villagers of Wrecclesham.  The 1851 Census was the first to include details of occupations and this shows that 

72% of the adult males in the village were classified as ‘agricultural labourers’.  We know from the writings of 

William Cobbett who, writing in 1830, refers to ‘the presence in the village of a significant agricultural labour force 

and to their insecurity of employment’.9  

The change to hops did not benefit the small scale local farm workers. Hops were not only costly to grow, because of 

the need to buy and erect poles on the hop grounds, and to erect kilns to store the hops , but the crop itself was 

prone to disease and easily affected by poor  weather.  While there was money to be made in good years there was 

a significant risk of crop failure and thus the need for significant capital.  While the workers in the village might find 

work in the hop fields, it was seasonal and the trend throughout the 18th and 19th Centuries  was for more wealthy 

businessmen from Farnham to take over the land. 

AGRICULTURE RECORDS FROM THE CENSUSES 

In the 19th Century there were a gradually decreasing number of farms in the village. The number of farmers 

identified in 1851 was 6. However the censuses do not include the many owners of land in Wrecclesham whose 

place of residence was elsewhere in the Farnham area.   Typically among those who were living in the parish were 

three farmers in the Street, one William Stapley, farming 30 acres and employing 2 men, James Butt farming 46 

acres and employing 4 men and Richard Knight farming just 6 acres.  Edmund Vanner, who was farming at 

Wrecclesham Farm , on what was at the time the Farnham Road, now called Wrecclesham Hill, was farming 46 acres 

and employing 4 men. By contrast when one went to Runwick and Dippenhall to the north of the river, Charles 

Knight held 270 acres and was employing 28 men and Charles Falkner was farming 365 acres with  25 men. 

                                                           
9
  William Cobbett 1830 ‘Rural Rides’. 
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Ownership of Agricultural Land in Wrecclesham – Tithe Map 1841. 

Land coloured Blue is owned by William Pinke Paine.  Land coloured Red is owned by the Vanner Family 
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The Census for 1861 shows James Parratt farming 20 acres from the Royal Oak, Charles Crawte and James Butt both 

living on the Street and farming respectively 12 acres/2men and 30 acres/4men. The 1871 Census lists 6 farmers, in 

Wrecclesham Street, John Parratt with 45 acres and  Henry Slaughter with 28 acres both publicans. Edmund  Vanner 

at Wrecclesham Farm had 60 acres 6 men and 2 boys.  At Runwick House was Charles Roumieu with 230 acres, 20 

men and 3 boys and in Dippenhall, Charles Tallman farmed 150 acres, 6 men and 3 boys. 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO WRECCLESHAM FARMS? 

Throughout the 19th Century the pattern was beginning to develop in the village of larger fields served by absentee 

landlords who hired in local labour as required.  Further afield there was Manley Bridge Farm in the Winterbourne 

valley and Weydon Farm.   The farms in around Willey, Runwick and Dippenhall were all flourishing and largely exist 

to this day, although they too have succumbed to ‘horsiculture’  and have diversified in a number o ways.  Clay Hill 

Farm which was in Quennells Hill became Wrecclesham Pottery in 1873 and still survives as a Pottery today. The one 

significant farmhouse left in the centre of the village was Wrecclesham Farm which was owned by the Vanner family 

and was operational into the 20th Century, when its land was largely absorbed by Riverdale and the Recreation 

Ground.  For some years the farm operated successfully as a Riding stable the farmhouse, one of the last remaining 

in Wrecclesham has become an office.   Manley Bridge Farm remained until the 80’s but has been demolished and 

replaced with a significant new Mansion.  Weydon farm buildings are also solely used as a residential home.  Many 

of the original farm buildings have been destroyed. 

 

Wrecclesham Farm House today. 
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