
8.  WRECCLESHAM FORGE 

 

The Old Forge, Wrecclesham Street. 

 The building above on the Street at Wreccelsham , now a residence, was originally the Old 

Blacksmith’s Shop and  Village Forge. 

The Forge in Wrecclesham Street was a feature of the village for many years.  The picture shows it 

now converted to a dwelling.  The forge itself was built in cottages attached to the dwelling house, 

No.94  The Street, which at various times has been a baker’s shop and general stores.   

The building dates back to the early 18th Century  when, as a cottage and garden, it was occupied by 

James Butt.  James Butt was the copyhold owner of several cottages in the street as well as 

occupying the fields to the rear of the cottages known as Marshall’s Land where he farmed  43 acres, 

of hops.  From 1839-1863 the property was occupied by William Legg. 

It was not until towards the end of the 19th Century that these buildings were used as a Forge.  There 

had earlier been a Forge, at a house called the Link, which was behind the Bear Inn ( now known as 

the Bear and Ragged Staff).  There were a number of changes in the tenancy of the cottages in this 

time and in 1878 they were sold to Thomas Porter who had previously owned many properties in 

the Street, including the Bear Public House.  With his brother Henry he had worked the Forge at the 

back of the Bear. 



On acquiring the properties they built a new Forge.  The Porter’s ran the Forge until 1894 when it 

was let to a man called Arthur Trodd, thus beginning a connection with the family which lasted  for 

more than 50 years. 

 Arthur Trodd had been born in Newtown, Southampton in 1857, the son of Arthur and Elizabeth 

Trodd.  His father was a Blacksmith and young Arthur followed him into that trade.  In the 1881 

Census , Arthur, aged 24,  is lodging in Speldhurst, Kent, where he was working as a Blacksmith and 

where he was to meet his future wife, Ann Davis.  They were married in Speldhurst in 1883.  Two 

years later, in1885, their first child Alfred was born. 

In 1891 the young couple were living in Camberwell, South East London, where Arthur was working 

as a ‘shoeing smith’ and it was here that their second child, Ethel was born in 1889.  

After living in London’s inner city, the move to the countryside, in Wrecclesham, in 1894, must have 

been a great delight to the Trodd family. It was not long afterwards, in 1897, that their third child, 

Ernest, was born.  By 1901 Alfred, then aged 16, had left school and had joined his father in working 

in the Forge  

The 1911 Census shows both Arthur and Alfred to be working as blacksmiths whilst Ernest aged 14 is 

still at school.  Ethel is shown to be working and living  as a servant with the family of a retired 

Major, Henry Croft,  at Heathyfields, in Hale. On leaving school Ernest clearly decided not to follow in 

the family trade and he became a skilled carpenter and coach builder working at E.D. Abbotts.  

With the outbreak of World War 1 both of the boys served in the Army.   In December 1914 Alfred 

enlisted for service in the Reserve Company of the Hampshire Army Service Corps. With the army 

still using large numbers of horses, Alfred’s professional skills were of extreme value in WW 1 and, 

having started as a Driver/Farrier in Feb 1915, he was promoted to Farrier Staff Sergeant, initially 

serving at Bovington Camp in Dorset, a base from which many of the horses were sent to France.  It 

was not until 1918 that Alfred himself was sent to France, by which time he had reverted to the rank 

of Driver Farrier for what is recorded on his service record as ‘inefficiency’!!  His time in France was 

for him mercifully short and he was demobilised in July 1919 and returned to work with his father in 

the Forge.  Alfred’s brother Ernest also joined the army during WWI. He served from 1915 to 1919 

where he was a Sapper/Carpenter in the Royal Engineers.  Like Alfred it does not appear from his 

records that he was engaged in active service in France. 

 Arthur continued working in the Forge until his death, aged 63, in April 1923. Not long after this 

event his wife, Ann, also died in Aug 1929.  They are both buried in the Cemetery in School Hill, 

Wrecclesham  – Grave no N12.  

Alfred Trodd remained working as a Blacksmith until he died in Dec 1964, aged  79.  It is understood 

that he never married. 

Ernest was married in 1924 to Violet Harding and they lived at Tisbury in Wrecclesham until the 

1940’s when they moved to a Council House in Boundstone. 

Ethel was married to William Henry  Pretty at St Peter’s Church, Wrecclesham on 15th Oct 1921.  

William was a railway signalman and initially they lived at his parent’s home at 3 Onslow Road, 

Guildford.  In 1939 they moved to Wrecclesham living at 1 Roslyn Cottages, Broadwells.  William 



died in Dec 1956, aged 62, and was buried at the Cemetery in School Hill.  Grave M4.  Ethel outlived 

him for a further 5 years .  She died in 1961 and was buried in Grave M4 with her husband 

There are many people who still remember the Forge.   It was particularly attractive to young boys.  

The building at that time projected forward towards the Street and there was a door which opened 

at the top over which the boys would lean and watch Alfred at work.   Pat Dent, who  lives in Green 

field Road, and is the granddaughter of Arthur Trodd, recalls that her Uncle, Alfred  used to make a 

frightful noise shouting at the horses.  She also remembers that he used to come along to her 

parent’s house every Saturday and give her a sixpence, with the comment, ‘you’d better put it in the 

bank!. Bob Parratt has his own memory of watching Alfred shoe a large cart horse.  The horse was 

being particularly restless and Bob recall Alfred shouting out ‘Keep still darn ya!’ 

In 1923  Farnham Urban District Council gave planning permission for the cottages to be replaced by 

a builder’s yard and a block of garages.  It appears that this development did not take place and 

eventually it was converted to the small cottage which is in the  picture above. 

The Farnham Herald in 1923 carried a small piece entitled ‘The Old Forge to Go’ which had a picture 

of the Forge as it was at the time it was in use.  The reproduction of the photograph in the old 

newspaper is not brilliant but shows how the Forge looked when it was in use.  

 

The Old Forge, Wreccleham Street 

The House that can be seen adjacent to the Forge Cottages was, until the middle of the 1970’s, the 

Village Bakery.  There was a shop at the front and the bakery was tucked away behind.  Bread and 

Confectionery  were delivered by van.  These premises have also been  converted for use  as a 

house.  

 


