
9.   WRECCLESHAM SHOPS 

The popular view of the archetypal English Village is one which has a church, a pub, a village shop, a 

village green, a village school, a manor house and a Lord of the Manor.  At the beginning of the 19th 

Century Wrecclesham did not qualify on these criteria.  Pubs it had in plenty, there were five pubs1 

in the Street alone.  The population was growing, in 1801 it was 677, by 1821 it had grown to 758.  

This growth in the population led to the building of the Church in 1841.  The School followed in the 

same year. Of large houses there were a few, but none that was regarded as the Manor House.  

Until the late 19th Century the Lord of the Manor was the Bishop of Winchester who lived three 

miles away in Farnham Castle. There was no Village Green, the nearest we got to a Village Green 

was the Rec which was not available until 1927.  However while there was no single Village shop 

there were a number of shops. In comparison to near neighbour villages, such as Rowledge, Tilford, 

Frensham and Churt, Wrecclesham was somewhat different.  Nonetheless at this time it was clearly 

a Village and largely independent of its large, near neighbour in Farnham. 

Shops there were at the beginning of the 19th Century but few of them would be seen as ‘the 

Village Shop’. There were a number of grocers, who carried a wide range of goods.  Of the 

remainder these tended to be more ‘specialist’ shops e.g. the baker, the butcher, the Post Office.  

There was never just one shop which was typical of the village shops found elsewhere in the 

County.   

In this review of Wrecclesham shops I have been able to benefit from the section on shops included 

in Bertram Elkins book Wrecclesham District2 and a review undertaken by Peter Watkins in 2014 

entitled Wrecclesham Business 1940-1950’s.  There was an interesting comment on Wrecclesham 

shops in a manuscript written by a lady called Joyce Gunstone, which listed the village shops in the 

early 1920’s, but my copy of this was borrowed by one of our members and I am still to retrieve it!!  

Anyone own up to this!! 

From these records I have been able to identify many of the shops that there have been in the 

village and the shop keepers that have owned or worked in them.  I am hoping at our session that 

several of you will be able to give us your memories of these shops.  Many of the buildings still exist 

but may have changed hands or purpose since the early years.  Some have been demolished and 

replaced by residential accommodation.  Some existed in residential accommodation in the past 

and their use has been discontinued.  There is also a number of shops that have existed in the 

village beyond the Street that should not be forgotten. 

Please come to the meeting with your memories and be prepared to share them with us.  Some of 

you I know have worked in the shops in the village and will have more recent memories and 

hopefully photographs which you can share with us.  What follows is a description of the shops in 

                                                           
1
 The Cricketers, the Bear and Ragged Staff, the Pheasant, the Royal Oak, and the Dog and Partridge 

2
 Wrecclesham and District by B.H. Elkins, 1993. Page 43- 50.  



the village over time, their contribution and, where it is known, brief information about the people 

who have worked in them 

The Street.  The main centre of shopping and business activity in the Village is in the Street.  We 

have already had a session on the Wrecclesham Forge and particularly the work of the Trodd 

family.  I do not need to repeat this. There is a folder of information that has arisen from this 

session that can be referred to. There are two other enterprises that have existed at this end of the 

Street that need to be mentioned:  the first is: 

The Ranch Café.   This was orininally run by a lady called Mrs Kitty Potter, who lived on site and 

probably opened in the mid 1930’s.  Peter Watkins recalls that the café was situated at the lower 

end of Wrecclesham Hill not far from Westfield Lane, a few doors up from The former Dog and 

Partridge Pub.  They were certainly there in 1936 and the Ranch Cafe was recorded in the Surrey 

Electoral Roll until 1945.  Frederick died in 1948, aged  71, and Kitty survived him until 10 Jan 1964 

when she was buried alongside her husband Frederick at St Peter’s cemetery, aged 86,.  Soon after 

her death the building was demolished for housing in the late 1960’s early 1970’s. 

The Wrecclesham Bakery.                   

In the property adjacent to the Forge was the Wrecclesham 

Bakery.   The picture below shows the Baker’s shop, the 

white house, as it is today, returned to residential 

accommodation with the Old Forge just beyond and 

Turners Cottages below. 

The shop was originally owned by the Marley family.  Mr 

Marley, who went by the magnificent name of Edwin 

Albert Minifey Marley, had been born in Tiverton, Devon in 

1848, and he arrived in Wrecclesham in the 1880’s.  He 

appears, aged 31, with his wife Maria, living in the Street, 

working as a baker and employing 1 boy.  Edwin is 

recorded in the Street in both 1891 and 1901 Census.  By 

1901 he has an assistant baker, Albert Jay, living with him.   

Although essentially a bakery the Marley’s kept a wide 

range of goods from grocery and sweets to corn and 

hardware.  In those days the bread was delivered to your door. The rounds man was Harry Clarke 

and he was said to be ‘a cheerful and energetic person, especially on Good Friday when the hot 

cross buns were really hot!’  Harry Clarke had lived in Rosslyn Villas, Broadwell Road.  At this time 

the grocery part of the shop was on the front of the house, opposite the Royal Oak, and the bakery 

was approached by a door at the side.  

Sadly in 1906 Edwin Marley had a tragic accident and was thrown from his horse drawn cart and 

killed.  Joanna Morley carried on the business for a while until it was taken over in 1910 by Mr F.C 

Mills. 



The Picture overleaf, taken from Bertram Elkins book, shows the Bakery as it was in the early years 

of the 20th Century.  It looks from the picture as if Francis Mills was one of the first to introduce 

motorised transport to Wrecclesham, although their customers still arrived by horse and cart. 

 

Francis Charles Mills, who was born in Mere, Wiltshire in 1880, first appears in Wrecclesham in 

the1911 Census, where his occupation is shown as Baker and Grocer.   Shortly after his arrival      

WorldWar 1 broke out and in August 1916 there was a notice in the Surrey and Hants News that: 

‘Francis Charles Mills of Wrecclesham was granted exemption from military service because he was 

the only baker in the village and therefore of great local importance.’ 

Francis had previously married a lady called Elizabeth Francis Collins.  Their marriage was in West 

Ham in 1904, and Elizabeth was to assist him in the business. While in Wrecclesham the couple had 

two children Evelyn Florence born in 1906 and Francis Edward born in 1908.  Both were baptised at 

St Peter’s Church. During their ownership their shop assistant was Hilda Eade who conveniently 

lived next door at No 1 Turner’s Cottage.   Harry Clark had continued with the deliveries but by this 

time he was driving the van.  The Mills family lived in the Street until 1921 but later moved to 

Church Street, Woking.  It is understood that they continued the business until the 1930’s.  At this 

time Edwin was living alone.   It is thought that his wife Elizabeth had died about this time, however 

I can find no record of her passing.  In 1931 Edwin was remarried in Guildford to a lady called Edith 

Elsie Alice Follett.  They later moved to Brighton where both of them passed away Edwin in 1949 

aged 69. 

In later years the bakery had several owners.  During the 1940’s the bakery was run by the Bowler 

family.    Francis William Bowler appears as the baker in the 1950 Farnham Directory.  Francis born 

in Kingston in 1896, was married to Florence Bowler in All Saints Church, Banstead in 1921.  



Previously, aged 19 , he had served briefly in the Army Service Corps in the 1914 -1918 War, where 

his trade was recorded as a Baker.  

He is said to have mysteriously disappeared over night from Wrecclesham in the early 50’s.  Little 

detail is known of the Bowler’s after this however, a Francis William Bowler died in Camberley  in 

Nov 1896, aged 83.  His wife Florence died in 1983, also in Camberley.  Interestingly at her probate 

it was shown that her effects were worth £32,694 which was a considerable sum in those days.   

For a short time the Bakery was run by the Corps brothers who lived in a house up the bank on the 

south of the Street next to the Royal Oak.  This was until the Wrecclesham Bakery was taken over in 

1950 by the Francombe family. Bob Parrott recalls that there were at about this time two 

roundsmen, Harry Clark and a Mr Waters.  Bob himself had a Saturday job at the bakery delivering 

bread in the Runwick and Dippenhall area.  He also delivered to the old Vicarage 9going to the back 

door by way of a tunnel.) 

The Farnham Directory for 1953 shows the Wrecclesham Bakery to be occupied by W. Francombe.  

However Edward D. Francombe, thought to be the son, was to take over the bakery in 1954 and 

from that date to 1976, the Surrey Electoral Roll shows Edward running the Wrecclesham Bakery at 

No 94 The Street.  Edward had been married to Caroline S Beresford in March 1962.  In their later 

years they not only ran the bakery but were also living in number 20 Wrecclesham Hill.   In the late 

1970’s the bakery supplied bread to the Fourboys store at the bottom of School Hill.  According to 

locals ’Ted’s Bread’ was very popular. Edward died in Wrecclesham in October 1982.  In his probate 

he was credited with effects valued at £12,762.  It is thought that the Bakery was closed soon after 

Edward’s death. 

The Street North Side 

Continuing down the Street on the northern side the next shops are those which are next to the 

Almshouses and  which are shown as they appear today in the picture overleaf.  These two shops 

have, either singly or together, had a variety of uses over the years.  Peter Watkins refers to the 

smaller of the two premises being used by Mr Jack Wilkinson for boot and shoe repairs.  He said 

that he also charged accumulators, which was the means of powering radios at the beginning of the 

20th Century.  In the late 30’s/40s Timms and Elsmores, Plumbers occupied one of the shops .  They 

employed Vera Clark in the office to take the orders while they were out working.  

The 1950 Farnham Directory shows the shop to be occupied by A.E. Moore, Bot Repairer with 

J.Wilkinson at 2 Turners Row (now Cottages).The 1952 edition of the directory has J. Wilkinson still 

at Turner’s Row who it is believed took over when Mr Moore retired.  Bob Parrott recalls that, in 

addition to boot repairs, it was also a bicycle shop.   Prior to that Peter records the other shop as 

being a second hand shop which he describes as ‘a veritable treasure trove’, well patronised in the 

years of post war austerity.  It was run by a Mrs Taylor.  During the 1960’s it changed hands and 

was called ‘The Treasure Trove’.  In the 1970’s it was run by a Mr. Murphy. 



 Since then the premises have been occupied by a variety of different business, Unique Fireplaces, a 

design business and now a beauty parlour.  I have very little information on its use prior to the 20th 

Century.  

 

The Wrecclesham Post Office.  We have had a separate briefing paper on the Post Office. This was 

initially on the north side of the Street.  It commenced life in the Bear and Ragged Staff before it 

moved into one of the Post Office Cottages and then eventually moved over to a separate building 

on the south side of the Street.  The Post Office throughout this period was run by the Attfield 

family and their family history has been spelt out in the briefing paper which is contained in a 

separate folder and is available at our meetings.  

Rawlinson’s Stores.  The shop immediately east of the Bear and Ragged Staff, now occupied by 

Thorne Leggett, Undertakers, was formerly known as Rawlinson’s Store.  See picture below. Peter 

Watkins recalls that in his youth Rawlinson’s were a well-known firm of coal merchants and the 

shop was a grocer’s shop with a coal yard at the rear.  Peter recalls that there was a gentleman 

called A.F. Rawlinson living next door, in a house called ‘Leyland House’. According to the Surrey 

Electoral roll in 1921 there was a Frank Rawlinson living at no 21 the Street and it is likely that this 

was the same man.  The 1945 Electoral Roll has Frank Rawlinson living at Leyland House, 

Wrecclesham.  After the Rawlinson’s 

departed probably in the late 1960’s or 

early 1970’s there have been a variety of 

occupants.  In 1952 the Farnham  

directory shows the stores to be run by 

G.C. Hunt and then in 1958 by R.J. Brooks. 

There have been a variety of occupants 

since then including a shop catering for 

surfing and water skiing enthusiasts,  a 

soft furnishing shop and now an 

undertakers. 



Shops on the South of the Street. 

The Wrecclesham Post Office. 

The first shop on the south side of the Street after the Cricketers Pub, and situated opposite the 

Rawlinson’s Stores, was the Wrecclesham Post Office.  The picture below shows it in its later years.  

As mentioned earlier it was run by the Attfield family for more than 150 years.  The details of this 

are in the Briefing Paper already circulated. 

 

In addition to its Post Office services , it sold stationery and greetings cards.  The Post Office 

remained in this shop until 1996 when the post office was moved to Fourboys store at No 3 School 

Hill.  The shop has now been absorbed into the adjacent residential property. 

Twinnettes 

Just beyond the Post office in the Street was a shop called Twinettes.  This shop was run for many 

years by Percy Elsmore’s wife, Annie.  More detail will be given later about the Elsmore family, who 

ran the grocer’s shop further along the Street, at the junction with Beales Lane.  Twinettes was a 

ladies hairdresser and dress shop which was managed by Jane Elsmore.  The Elsmore family lived in 

the adjacent house called ‘Welinever’.  The photograph below shows Twinettes before it was 

demolished and replaced by the houses and the terrace of shops adjoining the fish and chip shop. 



 

 

The Post War development of a parade of shops has replaced the former Twinnettes and the 

adjacent houses.  Built in the 1950’s  they have been subject to fairly frequent turn over. The 

constant has been the Fish and Chip shop albeit it has had changes of ownership.  The shop on the 

east side of the terrace is now occupied by Creative Blinds, a shop which has been there now for a 

couple of years.  The more recent addition is the Rajeez Convenience Store which has taken the 

place of a ladies hairdresser. 

Moving west we reach: 

Eades Stores  At the bottom of Beales Lane, on the corner where it meets the Street, was a grocers 

shop, started by Henry Eade at sometime around 1850.  Henry was a carpenter who worked in 

premises on the opposite side of the Street, and the shop was managed by his wife Jane. Henry, son 

of William Eade and Anne Mitchell, had been born in Farnham in Dec 1822.  In 1851, aged 19, he 

was living in lodgings in Wandsworth, working as a Carpenter.  In 1855 he married a Farnham girl, 

Jane Grover, at Holy Trinity Church Newington. His wife Jane, daughter of James and Hannah 



Grover, had also been born In Farnham in 1926.  Both Henry and Jane had been baptised at St 

Andrews Church in Farnham.  At the time of their marriage Jane was working as a house servant for 

a family in Finsbury.  Their first child Emily Jane Eade was born in Wandsworth in 1953. 

The 1861 Census shows the Eade family living in the Street, Wrecclesham.  Henry aged 38 is 

working as a Grocer and Carpenter, Jane aged 35 is no doubt helping in the shop and raising their 

young family, which at this time was, Emily, aged 8, and Arthur, aged 4 .  Also in the household was 

Henry Grover who was a carpenter apprenticed to Henry Eade.  Henry Grover was Jane’s brother.   

Henry’s carpentry shop was between the Alms houses and no 3 Eades Cootages.  The carpentry 

shop was downstairs and the funeral part upstairs.  The coffins were slid from the upper windows 

into the horse drawn hearse on the raised road.  

Henry  Eade died in 1865, the same year that their youngest child Julia was born in Wrecclesham.  

He was buried at St Peter’s Church on 8th March 1865.   

The 1871, 1881, 1891 and 1901 Censuses show Jane Eade now to be Head of Household and the 

Grocer managing the shop. Arthur had followed his father’s footsteps and progressed to become a 

carpenter and undertaker.  After a short period as a dressmaker Emily Jane became Jane’s assistant 

in the shop. No occupation is however given for Julia up to this date.  However, the1881 Census 

shows that there was in fact a third daughter, Louisa, born in 1863, and who had been working in 

Brighton as a servant in 1881, but was back in Wrecclesham in 1891 and working as a Pupil Teacher.  

There was also in 1891 a lodger with the family, Sarah Willing, aged 26, who was a teacher in the 

junior school. 

Jane Eade died in 1906 and at that stage Arthur, aged 56, became Head of Household and Emily 

Jane, aged 58 ran the shop.  Julia who had until now not declared an occupation was said to be 

‘assisting in the business.’   

Emily Jane continued running the business until her death in 1924, aged 71.  Julia died in 1942, aged 

65.  She was by then living in Guildford but was buried in St Peter’s.  Louisa, who was the only one 

of the three girls to marry, was married at St Peter’s in 1894 to Orlando Whitehouse Brimmer, a 

printer and they lived in London until her death in 1911.  She was buried in St Peter’s cemetery. 

Arthur Eade, died a bachelor in 1925, aged 75.  He was also buried in St Peters cemetery.  In 1927 

the business was taken over by Mr. P.W Elsmore. 



 

 

The corner of Beales Lane and the Street where residential accommodation has now replaced the 

old stores and the adjacent garage once use by Page and Hunts. 

The Elsmores 

Percival Walter Elsmore had been born in Chatham in Kent, in 1884.  In 1908 he had married a lady 

called Annie Simmonds who had been born in Newbury, Berkshire in 1884.  The family had moved 

to Farnham earlier in the 20th Century and were living in Mount Pleasant.  The 1911 Census shows 

Percy, as he was called, working as a grocer’s manager.  They had two daughters, Rosie, born in 

Farnham in 1908 and Elsie also born in Farnham in 1910. In the 1911 Census the family is living in  

Mount Pleasant in Farnham. In 1914 the Elsmore’s had a son Percival Arthur George who was to 

follow his father’s footsteps and become a Grocer. 

The Elsmore’s took over the Grocery at the foot of Beales Lane from the Eade’s in 1927.  Soon after 

this they acquired the house called ‘Welinever’ which was situated close by in the Street, just above 

the Cricketer’s pub.  It can be seen in the picture of the Twinetttes shop on the previous page.  The 

Surrey Electoral Roll shows them living in ‘Welinever’ from 1930 to 1945.  It is not clear when they 

purchased the adjacent shop Twinettes but it may well have been purchased at the same time as 

their house.  Percy managed the shop and Annie, his wife, ran the ladies hairdresser and dress shop 

at Twinettes, close by. 

In 1921 Elsie married James Marr who was a coach builder, possibly working in the adjacent 

building then occupied by Page and Hunts.  James was certainly employed by Abbotts who 

eventually absorbed the staff from Page and Hunts.  Percy’s other daughter Rosie married 

Nathaniel Reddit who was a Grocer’s assistant living with the Elsmore’s at the time in ‘Welinever’ 



and working at the shop. Both daughters were married at St Peter’s Church.  In Percy Elsmore’s 

time the shop was called Belle Vue Stores. 

With a son and a son in law employed in the grocery businesses, and a wife, and potentially two 

daughters , involved in Twinnettes the Elsmores had a ready labour force and they were a well-

known and influential family within the village.  Percy Elsmore (Snr) was President of the Club based 

at the Institute.  On his death, in 1922, a seat was provided in his memory at the Church.  Until 

recently it was to be seen at the entrance to the Church alongside the Porch.  It is intended that this 

seat will be replaced when the landscaping of the church is completed following the recent re-

furbishment. 

Following Percy’s  death probate was granted to his son, Percival George Arthur Elsmore, described 

as Master Grocer and his effects were valued at £8,545 – 15s. – a considerable sum in those days.  

In addition to his financial effects he also held valuable properties and assets.   He owned the 1½ 

acres of land opposite the Church on which the houses and bungalows of Bryn Road have since 

been built.  In 1933 this land was offered to the church for the sum of £300.  The Church had 

decided to buy it but for some reason the purchase did not proceed as planned ,which was a great 

shame as the church could have benefited from this additional space, particularly for parking and 

for its  potential for a vicarage and a church hall, neither of which they enjoyed at that time.  

Belle Vue Stores after the war in 1950 was known as Ransome Ltd and  in 1952 was taken over and 

for many years run by A.E. Hillas who ran it until it closed. 

Redmans – the Butchers. 

Further up the Street, perched up high above the road, was a small shop which was owned by Mr E. 

J Redman.  Mr Redman was a butcher in Manley Bridge Road, Rowledge but he also had this outlet 

for his produce in Wrecclesham.  I have found little information on line about Mr. Redman and 

would be pleased to hear from our members if they have further information to offer.  Below is a 

picture of the shop, as it now is ,occupied by a Motor Cycle dealer called the Rocker Box. 



 

 

Mr Redman standing in front of his Rowledge  Shop 

 

Wrecclesham Hardware and Domestic Stores 

This shop was developed by D.H.Morgan who built a whole group of buildings now mostly occupied 

by motor traders such as the JAM Sport, Black Swan Garage and Bumps and Scuffs.  David Morgan 

built these premises when he came out of the forces in 1947.  He initially lived with his parents at a 

house on the corner of Wrecclesham and Quennells Hill.  The Hardware Stores was occupying that 



now JAM Sport, and was very useful and well stocked hardware store.  David Morgan went on to 

write a book of his travels round the World3. 

 

Shops in Wrecclesham beyond the Street  

School Hill.  There has been a convenience store on the corner of School hill at its junction with the 

Street since the 1950’s. Initially it was owned by a man called Brian Reid. In the 1990’s it was taken 

over by Fourboys who appointed Roger Farley as manager and he was followed by Reg White.  Like 

many of these small stores they used to sell a range of products including fresh vegetables and 

newspapers.  The Wrecclesham Post Office was moved into the store in 1996.  In 2006 Fourbouys 

became part of the company Martin McColls and the shop was rebranded under that name. 
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 Escape from Singapore and Round the World Solo in a Volvo by D.H. Morgan 



The Co-op, Grovebell Estate 

The Southern Co-operative store, on the site of the former E.D. Abbott factory, is on a larger scale 

than the traditional Wrecclesham convenience store.  It was opened in 2015 and it already seems 

to have developed a good clientele.  Fitting somewhere between the Supermarkets, elsewhere in 

Farnham and the local convenience store it will be interesting to see what effect it will have on the 

nearby stores. 

There are three other stores in the Grovebell Estate that sell goods.  These are the CDC Ceramic, 

Screwfix, tools and hardware, Cane Adam – Paint and Decorating suppliers and BBS Farnham Ltd 

Electrical wholesalers. 

 

Fairthorne Terrace.  No 47 Wrecclesham Road, at the southern end of Fairthorne Terrace on the 

corner of the Hatches, was formerly  an off licence and small general grocers. At the end of the 19th 

Century it was called Gates’ Stores.  Run by Mr Charles Gates who lived on site, in what was known 

as Fairthorne House.  Charles Gates was a slaughterman and butcher and the store was run by his 

wife Harriett.  Charles died  in 1907 and he was buried in St Peter’s Cemetery. 

Barry Eade   tells us that in the 1890’s a Mr Blackman kept pigs and slaughtered them in a tin shed 

in front of No 47.  On slaughter day the poor children of the village used to weait outside for him to 

throw the offal out into the street,  His Nan, Elsie Florence Attfield was told to get the chitterlings, 

plait them, and wash them in the river. 

In the early 20th Century the business was taken over by a Mr. Arthur Kirby.  The 1911 Census 

shows Arthur Kirby living at Fairthorne House with his wife Catherine.  His occupation is given as 

Grocer.  Arthur Kirby died in 1951 and was buried at St Peter’s Cemetery.  He was then living in 16 

Fairthorne Terrace.  The shop was later understood to be run by a gentleman called Mr E. Tolman.  

The GPO Telephone Directory shows E Tolman to be living at Fairthorne House an Off Licence in 

1961.  In the 1970’s No 47 was bought by Alan Vallis who turned it into anan antique/junk shop.  He 

knocked down the shed and extended the building, converting it into student accommodation for 

the art college. More recently the property became a Golf Store.  It has now been converted to a 

residential property which can be seen in the photograph below. 



 

 

Weydon Lane.  At the bottom of Green Lane at its junction with Weydon Lane was a convenience 

store which was almost certainly built in the 1950’s at the time of the development of properties in 

this part of Wrecclesham.  It has in the past 20 or so years been used by a Tool Hire company.  Bob 

Parrott recalls that it was owned by Arthur Longman, who was a builder in this area. It was a 

general store and Bob used to call in to the shop each week to register his Football Pools coupon.  

The Farnham Directory has the house occupied by G. Dewey in 1952 and 1958 With K. Ross in 1954. 

 

Burnt Hill Road.  At the corner of Shortheath Road and Burnt Hill road has been a popular 

convenience store catering for the local peopleas a general grocers.  This was a long standing family 

business dating back to the beginning of the 20th Century.  The store was established by Eliza Jane 

Stedman.  Born in Guernsey in 1857, Eliza Wheeler married Benjamin Stedman in Chertsey in 1885.  

By 1891 the couple were living in Shortheath Road, Wrecclesham where Benjamin was working as a 

gardener, with a 4 year old daughter, Mary Edith, born in 1877. The 1901 Census shows Eliza 



working as a Grocer.  Benjamin had died in 1909 and Eliza was by then living with her daughter 

aged 25, her father and father in law, both in their 80’s and her two sisters, 50 and 60.  Quite a 

houseful!!  She is shown in the Census as living at ‘the Shop, Shortheath , Wrecclesham’ which at 

the time was known as Stedman Stores.4  Apart from Eliza the three ladies are all shown as 

dressmakers.  However I expect they were able to help in the shop. Perhaps they sold dresses !!  

In 1917 Eliza’s daughter, Mary Edith, aged 30, married Frank Wood, who at that time was serving as 

a soldier in the Royal Engineers.  The wedding at St Peter’s was conducted by Wrecclesham’s 

favourite Curate, Rev. Henry Snelling. On his demobilisation Frank Wood took over the shop from 

his mother in law, Eliza. Eliza Stedman died in 1927 aged 75 and was buried in St Peter’s Cemetery. 

As the photograph overleaf shows the stores were then known as Burnt Hill Stores. Widely used by 

local people in the Shortheath area, they had a wide range of grocery products, a butchery5 and 

locally grown vegetables and plants.  In 1948 a sub post office was opened in the store.  In 1955 

Frank and Mary’s son, Douglas John, took over the reins and he ran the shop until 1967, when the 

business was sold to the Causton’s.  Colin Causton was now in charge.  By this time Frank and Mary 

Edith had both passed away, Mary in 1958, and Frank in 1960.  Colin Causton was related to the 

Wheatley family, who owned similar village stores in the Bourne and at Bentley.  Around the turn of 

the last century the store changed hands and remained as a grocery under new ownership but it 

never retained its popular custom.  In 2006 the Post Office was closed and when the last owners of 

the store ceased training it was taken over as a Veterinary surgery which it serves to this day. 
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  Until recently the bus time table still referred to the bus stop outside as ‘Stedman’s Stores’. 

5
  The butchery was originally provided by Mr Melvin Avis who lived in Shortheath Crest and was incorporated into 

Woods stores 



Sandrock Hill 

I am indebted to Bertram Elkins6 for the description of the store in Sandrock Hill which dates back 

to at least 1899.  He says Mr Bunyan’s shop was: 

  ‘a boon to local people for he not only supplied the usual range of groceries, provisions and sweets 

but also an extensive supply of other goods, including fish, once a week. Coal, coke, corn and 

paraffin were kept outside in the sheds in the yard.  In the shop, baskets, buckets and tin ware could 

be seen hanging from the ceiling.  Mr Boniface took over about 1913 and added to this range.  He 

was listed as a grocer, provision and hardware dealer, butcher, draper and tailor.  For deliveries Mr. 

Bunyan had a two wheeled donkey cart which was taken over by Mr. Boniface with the shop.’ 

Stephen Bunyan had been born in Ongar, Essex in 1853, he was married to Sarah Bunyan born in 

Northwood, Middlesex in 1848.    They were living in Bourne House, Upper Bourne with one son 

also Stephen., born in Wrecclesham in 1887.  The Census records the father as Grocer and the son 

as Grocer’s assistant.  Stephen Bunyan Snr died in 1917.  By this time the business had been sold. 

In the 1911 Census the Store on Boundstone Hill is occupied by John Henry Stonard, who had been 

born in Farnham in 1870.  He is married to Lucy and they have living with them at that time 5 sons 

and 4 daughters.  John Henry describes his occupation as Brickmaker.  John Henry was still living in 

the shop in 1945 when he died aged 74. .  It is of interest that it was Mr Stonard who was 

responsible for supplying, at no charge, the bricks for building the Boundstone St Timothy’s Chapel. 

 

In 1911 a sub post office was provided in the shop.  The Post Office records show that the Post 

Master, from 1913 to 1938, was John Henry Stonard they also record  that in 1959 the store was 

taken over by E.M.Little and in 1985 by Mr P.F Granger. Subsequent owners were the Bridles and 

the Harmes.  Mr W. Bridle supplied bread and other associated items baked on the premises. This 

shop was taken over by Mr .Harmes in the early 1920’s.  Peter Watkins says the shop was known 
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locally as Harmes.  The Post Office closed in 2003 when the shop was closed.  It was then used as a 

veterinary surgery7 and now as a Gents hair dressing saloon. 

Shops operated from residential property. 

Bertram Elkins and Peter Watkins mention a small  number of shops operating from residential 

properties. I record these for completeness. 

The Street. Newmans.  This was another small general shop opposite the Post Office from 1864 but 

not mentioned after 1907.  Mr Newman was listed as a maltster and grocer. 

Boniface Stores.  This was situated on the Shortheath side of the Sandrock Public House.  The 1952 

and 1954 Directory  show this to be run by E. Corbett.  in 1958 it was run by Mrs J Skerritt. 

Clark’s Stores on the corner of Boundstone Road and Sandrock Hill.  The Farnham Diectory shows it 

in 1958 and 1964 to be run by A. Stabb and later by the Sholl family.  The shop was demolished in 

the 1990’s. 

Newsagent.  Mrs Remnant ran newsagents from her home at 25 Coleson Hill Road.  Peter Watkins 

tells me that Guy Attfield a well-known village character did the deliveries. The 1952 and 1954 

Directories also list N.D Rose as a newsagent in the Street but no one seems able to place this. 

Peter Watkins in his paper Businesses in Wrecclesham also refers to a number of services that were 

selling door to door and had no premises.  eg. milk, hairdressing, fish coal.    I have omitted these 

and also those businesses, like the garages on the Street below the Royal Oak and the range of 

small businesses that occupy the somewhat derelict site to the east of what is now Thorne Leggett 

Funeral Services.  These provide a service but do not qualify as shops.. 

I would be delighted if anyone can give me further information to make this Briefing Paper more 

comprehensive.  I am aware that several of those who attend our meetings have worked in these 

shops or have been closely associated with them.  I would like you also to point out any errors, 

which are not deliberate. 
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 The same surgery that later moved to Burnt Ash Stores. 


