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BUS AND COACH TRANSPORT IN WRECCLESHAM. 

Introduction 

Bus and Coach transportation, in Farnham, and more particularly in Wrecclesham, has a long history.  From 

the start of the 18th Century to the present day the use of the bus or coach for transport has been subject 

to massive change.  The earliest timetabled services were provided by the Stage coach.  With the arrival of 

rail transport, in later Victorian times, the provision of bus services to connect passengers with the rail 

network attracted the interest of the railway companies.  In the early years of the 20th Century, the arrival 

of the bus company, as a means of connecting village and rural communities with their nearby towns, led 

to a rapid expansion of bus travel and the growth of local bus companies.   Associated with this was the 

development of coach travel.  Small coach companies were developed, initially for the demand that existed 

for day trips.  These were attractive for organisations and groups of people seeking to escape their local 

areas, perhaps to get to the coast or local beauty spots, or to transport both users and spectators to 

various sports events. 

More recent growth in car ownership, has placed bus services under pressure. This has understandably led 

to a sharp reduction in the service, particularly to and from the more remote rural villages.  In fairly recent 

times public subsidy has proved essential to enable bus companies to survive.  In country areas provision of 

bus services is now seen as a social service.  Car ownership has also put pressure on coach use and many of 

these coach companies have turned their attention to school runs and/or promoting tourism, providing 

holidays and transporting tourists to opportunities both within the UK and abroad.  Wrecclesham has 

experienced each of these stages of development. 

The Stage Coach. 

Originating in England in the 13th century, the stagecoach first appeared on England’s roads in the early 
16th century. A stagecoach was so called because it travelled in segments or “stages” of 10 to 15 miles. At 
a stage stop, usually a coaching inn, horses would be changed and travellers would have a meal or a drink, 
or stay overnight.  Coaching inns sprang up along the routes to service the coaches and their passengers. 
Many of these inns are still trading today: they can be recognised by the archways which allowed the 
coaches to pass through into the stable yard behind the inn. 

                              

The Stage Coach 
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The Mail Coach. 

In 1785 it was decided to introduce mail coaches to transport letters and parcels in a faster, safer and more 

efficient way. By 1797 there were forty-two coach routes throughout the country, linking most major cities 

and carrying both stagecoaches and mail coaches 

These mail coaches were horse-drawn carriages designed to carry mail deliveries.  The coach was drawn by 

four horses and had seating for just four passengers inside and would not be going much faster than 7-8 

miles per hour.    Although there was a limitation on passengers in those early Mail Coaches, further 

passengers were later allowed to sit outside with the driver.  

                                  

                                                                           The Mail Coach 

The mail coach was faster than the stage coach as it only stopped for delivery of mail and generally not for 

the comfort of the passengers. The mail was held in a box to the rear, where a Royal Mail post office guard 

stood. Post Coaches connected London with large towns and cities throughout the UK.  It is not known 

whether there was a Post Coach passing through Farnham, but certainly one was serving Portsmouth and it is 

possible that, with the Bishop’s influence at Farnham Castle, it may have passed through the town. Post coaches 

were slowly phased out during the 1840s and 1850s, their role being replaced by more stage coach services and by 

trains as the railway network expanded. 

The Stage Coach in Farnham. 

In 1838, some 10 years before the arrival of the railway, Farnham had been an important focus of stage 

coach travel. The town was a stage on journeys to London for coaches from Southampton, Gosport and 

Alton, and from Brighton to Oxford. Coaches also linked Farnham to Reading. Several Inns in the town 

provided stabling for horses, including the Bush Hotel and the Lion and Lamb. A daily service between 

London and Southampton left the Bush at midday. A coach from Alton to London called at the Lion and 

Lamb at 1.00 pm daily. Coaches from Brighton to Oxford called at the Goats Head at 1.00 pm on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday. A similar range of coaches called at Farnham on their return journeys. 

These included a night coach from London to Southampton which arrived at the Lion and Lamb at 11.00 

pm. While these stage coaches were not known to call at Wrecclesham both the Royal Oak and the Bear 

and Ragged Staff had stabling for horses.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse-drawn_carriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coach_(carriage)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stage_coach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Mail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Train
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mailcoach.jpg
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The Arrival of the Railway. 

At the beginning of the 19th Century the arrival of the railway was to have a more significant impact on 
opportunities for passenger travel. Although it wasn’t until 1849 that the railway reached Farnham, there 
were other accessible routes within reach of the town.   The first of these was opened in 1840 when the 
line from London to Woking was extended to Southampton, passing through Farnborough.   

The direct line to Portsmouth took rather longer to complete as there were greater technical problems. It 
wasn’t until 1876 that a direct line from London to Portsmouth via Guildford and Petersfield was opened. 
Farnham initially was taken as a spur from the cross-rail service from Redhill to Reading. It wasn’t until 
1870 that a direct line to London was provided, through Aldershot.   

Development of the railways had a huge impact on the stagecoach. Stage and mail coaches could not 
compete with the speed of the new railways. Soon the post was travelling by rail and by the mid-19th 
century, most coaches travelling to and from London had been withdrawn from service. 

The Emergence of the Motor Bus as a Railway Feeding Service.  

At the turn of the Century the Railway Companies recognised the advantage of linking the outlying towns 

and villages with the nearest rail service. In 1905 the London and South West Railway Company operated a 

service between Farnham and Haslemere via Churt that connected with train services to London. Initially 

these buses ran two journeys each weekday, between the Bush Hotel in Farnham and Haslemere station.   

Perhaps more significant was that this service was the first that made use of motorised buses. The 10-mile 

journey took 1½ hours and the fare for the full journey was 2/-.  By 1907 this service had been improved to 

a service of three journeys a day leaving Farnham at 8.30 am, 10.30 am and 2.38 pm and returning from 

Haslemere at10.20 am, 12.55pm and 4.28pm.   

                      

London and South West Railway’s Motor Bus to Haslemere 

A horse drawn service had operated from Aldershot Military Camp to Farnborough station throughout the 

1880’s.  The horse bus service was provided by a succession of operators using a double deck bus pulled by 

three horses, run at half hourly intervals and at a fare of 3d.   In 1906 this was superseded by a motorised 

service provided by the Aldershot and Farnborough Omnibus Company. 
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The Arrival of the Motor Bus Companies. 

The beginning of the 20th Century witnessed a steady growth throughout the country in the provision of 

motor bus services. In 1906 the Aldershot and Farnborough Motor Omnibus Company was established. It 

began with two double deck buses which had been purchased from Hastings.1  As the home of the British 

Army, Aldershot was the main focus of activity.  Significantly this was assisted by a concession that the 

company enjoyed to run services along Queens Avenue and through the centre of the barracks area, where 

no other bus company was allowed. In return for this concession, soldiers in uniform were allowed to 

travel at the special fare of 1d.  

 In what was its first venture into the leisure market, the Company extended its service to Farnham in 

1908, running two journeys, on Sunday afternoon’s.  The fare was 6d, with return tickets costing 9d.  In 

1911, the Farnham service was increased to operate on Monday, Wednesday and Sunday afternoons. The 

company’s leisure market was also to expand during these years to include excursions to Hindhead -2/6d, 

Henley on Thames - 4/- Windsor - 3/6d and Hampton Court- 2/6d.  

Despite this pioneering of new routes and services, the company was still a small enterprise and had no 

more than four buses.  In 1912, the company was purchased by British Automobile Traction Company and, 

with their increased financial support, a new company, the Aldershot and District Traction Company, was 

established.   

Aldershot and District Traction Company. 2 

The New Company adopted an ambitious Memorandum of Association which include an intention to: 

‘To carry on business as motor car, omnibus, van and cab proprietors and carriers of 

passengers and goods, whether mechanical or other motive power, in and between the towns 

of Aldershot, Farnborough, Ewshot, Guildford, Ash, Farnham, Frimley and Camberley, or any 

other districts and places in the United Kingdom….’ 

The new Company had a distinct advantage over its competitors as it inherited the concession granted to 

the Aldershot and Farnborough Motor Omnibus Company, which permitted buses to run through the 

military town.  With Aldershot becoming the home of the British army thousands of soldiers in training 

were needing to move around and outside the camp and this had a profound effect on the Company’s 

passenger numbers.  

In 1913 the new company, which became popularly known as ‘Tracco,’ embarked upon a period of 

expansion, new vehicles were acquired and many new routes opened.  The first of these new routes were 

to Farnham and Camberley.  In June A&D reached an agreement with the London and South West Railway 

Company to take over the route from Farnham Station to Haslemere. In August, a service was started from 

Farnham to Shortheath, at a fare of 2d. and a frequency of five journeys a day.   One month later this 

service was increased to eight daily journeys and extended to Aldershot (Queens Hotel).  At the junction of 

School Hill and Shortheath Road, the Shortheath Waiting Room became a focal point for this service.   

Elsewhere in the SW Surrey/NW Hampshire area the Company was equally active in seeking to develop 

new opportunities and in seeking licences from local authorities to run services.  In some cases, this was 

made possible by acquiring existing bus companies who already had these concessions.  

                                                           
1 In Hastings bus services had been abandoned as electric trams were introduced. 
2 This Briefing Paper has been greatly assisted by the comprehensive history of the Aldershot and District Traction 
Company, Aldershot Buses by Peter Holmes where far more detailed information on the Company can be found. 
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At the beginning of 1914, in response to a local petition, a service from Aldershot to Rowledge was opened 

as an extension of the Shortheath Route.  

 

Bus Congestion at the Shortheath Waiting Room!3 

The Impact of World War 1. 

As might be expected the outbreak of World War 1 in August 1914 had a profound effect on the Company. 

With the close affinity that existed with the British Army, the Company was ideally placed to make a major 

contribution to serving their needs.  The Company’s fleet of buses and other vehicles was immediately 

placed at the disposal of the War Office and on the following day all services, with the exception of 

Aldershot to Farnborough Town Hall, were reduced to a skeletal level. The first casualty of this decision 

was the newly agreed service to Rowledge which was withdrawn in November and not re-instated until 

1924.   

The close link with the War Office had advantages as the Company was to enjoy adequate supplies of fuel, 

supplies and other requirements to keep its vehicles on the road.  A contract was signed with the War 

Department for goods haulage for the army and a stock of steam and motor lorries was built up.  With the 

build-up of troops across the region, buses were in demand for transporting troops between Aldershot, 

Bordon and the temporary camps at Frensham and Longmoor.  Sadly, there was soon to become a need 

for adaption of the buses to transport casualties retuning from the Western Front, 

Among the many problems that the company had to face during this period was the loss of many of its 

male staff to recruitment for army service.  The plus side of this manpower shortage was the opportunity it 

provided for many women who were recruited as conductresses.  

Once the immediate military transport emergency was past, A&D was once more able to contemplate the 

development of its public service.  While this was not to benefit Rowledge, 1915 saw the general expansion 

of passenger services.   
                                                           
3
 The picture shows a 4-ton Dennis double-decker - OT 319 - awaiting departure from Shortheath Waiting Room on service 10, 

Aldershot to Shortheath, and a single decker Dennis 2½-ton single decker - OT 3717 -, service 10a, Aldershot to Rowledge. Both 
these buses were brought into service in 1927. 
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Post War Recovery and Expansion 

The Company’s experiences during WW 1 had left them in a good position to once more grow its service.  

New routes and improvements in technology meant that the company had to both enlarge and to improve 

their fleet of buses.   In 1921 the company had a fleet of 55 buses and 7 charabancs. By 1927 the 

company’s fleet of buses had grown to 140 buses operating 43 routes.  In addition, summer services 

included a programme of excursions to seaside resorts on the south coast and to many other popular 

south east venues and events, such as the Farnborough Air Shows and Aldershot Tattoos. 

During this period A&D had developed a strong relationship with Dennis Motors of Guildford, who 

provided the chassis for the majority of their buses.  By 1930 their fleet of buses had grown to 236 Dennis 

vehicles and passenger numbers in that year were 18,000.  At its peak, services based at Aldershot and 

Guildford reached as far as Reading, Egham, Horsham, Bognor Regis, Petersfield and Winchester. 

A map of all services provided by A&D in 1955, which is included below, shows the extent of this coverage. 

 

As the outbreak of World War 2 in 1939 was not unexpected, contingency plans had been in preparation 

for some time.  From the outset all coastal services were immediately cancelled and the London service 

halved to an hourly frequency.  Buses and crews were made available for the evacuation of children from 

London to Surrey and Hampshire.  The older coaches had their seats removed and were converted to 

ambulances.  Because of the need for ‘blackout’ buses were fitted with headlight masks to direct their light 

downwards.  Because of the need for fuel economy, services were generally reduced.  To assist in the 

evacuation of troops from Dunkirk a considerable number of buses were requisitioned from Aldershot. 

A&D provided 49 middle aged and older buses and non-standard coaches.  12 of these were returned after 

the war the others were sold to other operators or scrapped.  None of the vehicles carried fleet names and 

the buses were all painted grey.  As before, conductresses were recruited to take the place of men leaving 

for military service. Needless to say the needs for the military meant that any replacement of the existing 

fleet by new buses had to be deferred.  On the plus side the annual number of passengers carried doubled 

between 1939 and 1943 from 29 million to 43 million 
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     The Company Fleet of 29 Dennis Lancet Coaches on Show at the  

Coronation Review of the RAF at Odiham in 1953. 

The End of an Era. 

 
The years immediately following the war witnessed a second post war recovery.  By 1952 the Company’s 

fleet consisted of 96 double deckers, 215 single deckers and 28 coaches. By 1960, the Company achieved 

its peak year for passenger numbers when 52 million passengers were carried.   

However, in 1969, after 60 years, the remarkable achievements of the Company in the first half of the 20th 

Century were sadly brought to an end by the nationalisation of bus services in 1969.   In 1972 the 

Government established a National Bus Company which led to the amalgamation of A&D with 

neighbouring company Thames Valley, to form Alder Valley Bus Company.  In preparation for this, in 1971, 

the liveries were changed to maroon with cream relief, but this was short lived and the standard National 

Bus Co. livery of poppy red was adopted.   

This was the beginning of the end for the Company as, following another governmental initiative, 

privatisation of the bus networks was introduced and Alder Valley was replaced, with major and more 

viable routes being run by emerging transport companies such as Stage Coach, while the less profitable 

services for our villages were sacrificed to a mix of smaller companies all dependent upon the vagaries of 

local council subsidy.  ‘Tracco’ with its green livery and distinctive name roundel is now but a fond 

memory. 

 

The Growth of smaller Coach Companies. 

In the late 1920’s numerous small operators, often one-man concerns, obtained buses, and in addition to 

pioneering new routes frequently attempted to compete amongst themselves and with the major 
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operators over existing routes.  A number of these smaller coach companies existed in the Wrecclesham 

area.  One of the difficulties that this presented was that these coaches were in some cases in competition 

with Aldershot and District Buses on their local routes.  This has been referred to as the ‘Bus Wars’. 4 The 

vacuum left by ‘Tracco’ on the Rowledge route may have prompted some of this competition as local bus 

companies sought to fill the gap. 

In 1924, a Wrecclesham resident, Mr H.H. Wolstenholme, started running a small bus from Rowledge to 

Farnham.  These were known as Farnham Blue Buses and were based in a yard at the top of Wrecclesham 

Hill.    A & D reacted by running ‘chasers’ to poach Blue Bus passengers waiting along the route ahead of 

the Blue Bus, and indulged in fare cutting and issuing return tickets to ensure that their passengers would 

not return on the Blue Bus.  In 1927 a new company, Farnham Coaches was formed, bought out 

Wolstenholme, and took over their Rowledge route.  The new company invested in new buses, many of 

them provided locally with body work from E.D. Abbott’s.5  Competition between Farnham Coaches and    

A & D increased as they began to operate buses on the route between Shortheath and Aldershot as well as 

an Express Farnham to London Service.  They also established a new route from Farnham through the 

Bourne to Frensham. 

 

Farnham Blue Coaches outside E.D Abbott Workshops 

In 1928, Farnham Coaches was taken over by Aldershot and District which resolved some of the problems 

associated with the ‘Bus War’.  However, Farnham was not the only area in which A & D had met with this 

competition from the smaller coach operators who, with little regard to timetables or the local licencing 

authorities, poached a large proportion of the passengers.  A & D had to take expensive measures to 

                                                           
4
  More detail can be found on the Bus Wars in Chapter 5 of Peter Holmes book, ‘Aldershot Buses’. 

5
  Two Companies in the Farnham area were involved in providing coach bodies for A & D.  In addition to E.D. Abbott’s another 

Farnham Company, Arnold and Comben, undertook body work for the Company.  
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retaliate.   As well as at Wrecclesham, similar ‘Wars’ were encountered in Ewhurst, Stoughton, Fleet, 

Woking and Basingstoke.  The ultimate solution was the option for A & D of indulging in costly takeovers of 

opponents, which badly affected the Company’s finances in the latter years of the 1920’s. 

There were, however, other companies which realised that competition with the ever growing ‘Tracco’ was 

not the only means of survival.   Many of these companies have survived to the present day when, with the 

growth in what might be called the ‘Leisure’ business, and with the Government’s privatisation proposals 

leading to mammoth regional operators, they can still run profitable services at the local level.  These small 

operators have existed in and around Farnham since the late 1920’s. Farnham Coaches were taken over by 

A & D in 1928.  Farnham Blue Coaches followed in 1934.   

Another coach company was started in Wrecclesham, in 1946, by Peter and Richard Parratt, operating 

from a yard next to the Bear and Ragged Staff. This company, trading under the title Petrich Ltd6, but still 

carrying the ‘Farnham Coaches’ name on its fleet of six coaches, continued using the Wrecclesham base 

until 1988, when it was taken over by Safeguard Coaches, a Guildford Company.  Safeguard now bases its 

buses on open land alongside the A 287 Odiham road, just outside Farnham. 

Comfy Coaches 

Perhaps the best example of a small local operator in the Wrecclesham area is Comfy Coaches that for 44 

years operated a successful local coach company from their garage in the Bourne.  A detailed history of 

that company can be found on the internet7 but, in brief, the story of Comfy Coaches is as follows: 

The late Ernest Gudge, sometimes referred to as Mr. Bourne, ran his business from Crossroads Garage in 

the Bourne. In 1925 the work was largely confined to motor repairs, sale of cars and providing and 

servicing cars for private hire.  However, aware of the latent demand that existed for passenger services, in 

1926, he purchased the second hand, 14 seater, coach, shown overleaf, and began to operate a Coach 

Company. 

 

Crossroads Garage, Bourne Cross Roads 

                                                           
 
7
 www.weydonian.net/comfycoaches/history.htm 

 

http://www.weydonian.net/comfycoaches/history.htm
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For the small-scale operator coach hire for local community organisations, public houses, church groups, 

schools, sports clubs, wedding parties etc. could provide a steady market.  

However, as the business grew  and the company added more vehicles to its fleet8, more extensive 

marketing was required. The following advertisement, which appeared in the Farnham Herald in May 1927 

is an indication of the programme of excursions which were being offered. 

 

                                                           
8
 In both 1929 and 1930 Gudge added a further coach, to what had become a small fleet of three, 14 

seater, coaches. 
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In the 1930’s the Company continued to grow. It was firmly established as a reliable operator which 

adopted a policy of providing comfortable, clean and reliable travel, hence the eventual name - Comfy 

Coaches - that was adopted. 

 From 1933 to 1939 the fleet was increased by a further five coaches.  To cope with demand, increased 

seating capacity was needed and these coaches, which had bodies fitted by E.D. Abbott, included two, 20 

seater coaches and two seating 26 passengers. 

The declaration of war in 1939 virtually brought an end to coach operations and part of the Crossroads 

Garage was requisitioned as an Auxiliary Fire Station.  However, the company was able to continue to 

extend and improve the fleet and some of these purchases had been formerly owned by the war 

department and arrived decked in camouflage.  One of the secrets of the success of the company was 

clearly its ability to improve its fleet by judicious sale and purchase of vehicles. As the war came to an end 

in 1945 they were in good shape to continue their development 

As the country returned to normal, coach businesses began to flourish and Comfy Coaches was no 

exception to this.  Over the next 20 years the fleet was not only extended but, with improved design and 

technology, the coaches were becoming even more capacious and comfortable.  The picture below of one 

of their coaches on an outing to London, in its new livery of maroon and ivory, illustrates this 

improvement.  

 

Comfy Coach at the Wellington Arch, Hyde Park, London 
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To enhance their marketing, in 1953, the company opened a booking office in Castle Street, Farnham.  At 

this time the company was offering over 100 licensed destinations and as well as the ever-popular day trips 

to the south coast.  The programme was also offering short stay holidays with three days excursions to 

destinations such as Blackpool, North and South Devon.  This together with the private hire business at 

weekends, and contracts from the education authority for school runs and trips, meant that at times the 

company was so stretched that they had to seek the assistance from other operators. 

In 1956 the company entered a coach in the British Coach Rally at Brighton.  This was to become an annual 

event and in 1958, Comfy Coaches achieved first class in the Road section and Driving tests and was second 

in the Concours d’Elegance. In the same year the company’s driver, Ron Bell, was awarded the title of 

‘Coach Driver of the Year’ and another of their drivers, R. Smith, won this award in 1959. 

 

   Ron Bell and Ernie Gudge at the 1958 British Coach Rally, Brighton 

The End of the Road. 

In 1962, Ernie Gudge took a well-earned retirement, leaving the Company in the hands of his son Norman.  

Both the Coach Company and the Garage were going concerns.  However, with the growth in private car 

ownership, Norman decided to retain the car sales and service garage and dispose of Comfy coaches.    

The route licences were sold to Aldershot and District Traction Company and the vehicles to several private 

companies.  The vacated space in the garage was used for expansion of car servicing and repair. 

Thus, came to an end a popular local coach company that had given excellent service to a wide are south 

Farnham for 36 years.   

The past 50 years have seen a number of changes at Crossroads Garage.    The garage and showrooms have 

passed through various hands until, in 2012, planning permission was granted for development of the site 

as housing. There are now 14 dwellings on the site. 
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However all is not lost and forgotten as Roy Gudge, Ernie’s grandson, with the help of other enthusiasts, 

has traced and re-purchased a 29 seater Bedford coach, 999 PPL, some 43 years after it had been sold by 

Comfy Coaches.  The Coach has been returned to the Farnham area and is now being kept in a nearby farm 

building that is being used by other motor coach enthusiasts.  Among the group of enthusiasts lending a 

hand with the restoration are two of the Wrecclesham History Project’s enthusiasts, Phil Harris and Ken 

Hatcher. 

Progress? 

As will be seen from the picture below the Bus Service in the Farnham and Wrecclesham area has had 

many changes since the day of Tracco 
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Stage Coach Services Today 

. The service provided today by Stage Coach in the local area is shown below.  It is heavily subsidised and 

dependent largely on pensioners using their highly cherished bus passes! 

 

 

. 
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Postscript 

I am finishing this Briefing Paper with items of Wrecclesham news that relate to Buses.  These are very 

topical and reference has been made to them in recent Farnham Herald issues. 

Shortheath Corner Waiting Room. 

It was noted earlier in this Briefing Paper that the Shortheath Corner was a focal point of A&D’s Shortheath 

services.  Reference has been made to this facility in previous news items on the village.  It was noted then 

that the original purpose-built shelter dated back to 1927.  It had then replaced an old bus body which had 

served as a shelter for many years.  Following several attempts to repair the aging structure, it was recently 

replaced by Waverley with the attractive wooden shelter shown below.  It has been reported in the 

‘Herald’ recently that the Bus Shelter is a favoured candidate in the Annual Farnham Design Award 

Competition. 

 

Three items of news have not previously been referred to.9  The first is that in its early days the shelter was 

notable as Gambling Den for local young boys.  The second is that there is a tale that, while waiting at this 

terminus, the conductor would not allow anyone to board the upper deck while his driver was courting a 

local servant girl during the layover period!! 

The third item relates to the Wrecclesham History Project’s activities.  The Bus shelter has been chosen by 

us as a suitable location to display an enlarged copy of the historical map of Wrecclesham that was created 

by Peter Watkins 

Wrecclesham Railway Bridge 

This structure has been in the news several times recently.  Three accidents have occurred with lorries 

hitting the Bridge this year, and there is much concern, not only about the excess of traffic driving through 

the village, but also about the danger that the Bridge represents, especially as it is one of the main walking 

routes for youngsters attending the nearby Weydon School. 

                                                           
9
 As reported in the book ‘Aldershot’s Buses’ by Peter Holmes. 
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The most recent accident at Wrecclesham Bridge. 

The increasing pressure for a Wrecclesham By Pass has been taken forward by local Councillors and, 

following a well-attended public meeting in St Peter’s School, they have established the ‘Wrecclesham 

Voice’ as an organisation to represent all these concerns.    What may not have been known is that the 

height of this Bridge was raised in 1954, to enable the, No 6 Service bus, from Aldershot to Petersfield, to 

use Wrecclesham Road.   The Aldershot and District Traction Company contributed £1,000 towards the 

cost of this work. 

 

     Wrecclesham Road Railway Bridge 1954 
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CURRENT STAGECOACH ROUTES 

Wrecclesham is fairly well served by bus routes both through the village and peripherally.  Current 
Stagecoach bus services to and through Wrecclesham are Routes 16, 17, 18 and 19.   

Route 16.  Arriving from Aldershot, this service leaves Farnham South Street and travels via Tilford Road 
before turning down the Ridgeway, from where it runs along Shortheath Road as far as Green Lane.  It 
there diverts down Green Lane, along Greenfield Road, before running up Little Green Lane to Shortheath 
Waiting Room, from where it runs down Sandrock Hill and Boundstone Road to Rowledge Square. 

Route 17 leaves Rowledge Square running along Boundstone Road and down Sandrock Hill to Shortheath 
where it now goes down School Hill to Wrecclesham, turning right into Weydon Lane, to go up Green Lane, 
turning left into Upper Way as far as Weydon Hill Road.  Turning left into Weydon Hill Road, right into 
Arthur Road to Firgrove Hill before turning right into Farnham Station approach into the Farnham one-way 
system and thence on to Hale and Aldershot. 

Route 18 starts at Weydon School and follows a similar route to Farnham and Aldershot as does Route 16. 

Route 19 is the bus from Aldershot to Bordon and Haslemere.  The routfrom Farnham Staion passes 
through the Weydon Estate to Wrecclesham Bridge and along the Street to the Royal Oak then to Bordon 
before passing through the villages of Lindford, Headley Down, Grayshott. Hindhead and Haslemere 

In addition to these Routes there is on the perimeter of the Village the opportunity to reach a bus to Alton 
and Winchester (Route 65) leaving from a bus stop close to the Coxbridge Roundabout at the junction of 
Wrecclesham Road and the A 31 Alton Road. 

The other peripheral routes are (Route 46) which leaves Farnham Station via Tilford Road and Menin Way 
to serve Godalming . 

In addition to the above services there is a Community Transport Scheme sponsored by Waverley Borough 
Council known as the Hoppa. 

THE HOPPA provides a number of door-to-door transport services and some scheduled bus stop routes, all 

of which are wheelchair accessible and available to residents of Waverley.   To use a hoppa you must first 

register as a member. Registering is FREE. 

 THE HOPPA SHOPPA – provides transport links within Waverley’s four main towns and surrounding 

villages.   

SCHEDULED HOPPA SERVICES – are those services that have a fixed route and a time table and do not 

need to be pre-booked. These services will accept a valid bus pass for travel (after 9.30am) and a fare 

structure for fare paying passengers. 

Future Services 

An interesting proposal exists for a Circular Bus Route around Farnham in Surrey County Council’s 
Transport Study, undertaken in 2008.This route would embrace the Village of Wrecclesham and  would 
start and finish near the Sainsbury’s Store in Water Lane from here it would travel to Farnham Hospital, 
Dogflud Way, South Street, the Maltings, Farnham Railway Station, Morley Road, Ridgeway, Wrecclesham 
Village, Coxbridge, West Street ,the Hart, Castle Street, Folly Hill, Upper Hale, Farnham Hospital and Water 
lane. 


