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HORSES AND RIDING STABLES - BRIEFING PAPER 

INTRODUCTION 

In the 18th and 19th Century the horse would have been a far more familiar sight in Wrecclesham than it is 

today.  We have noted in our previous study of bus transport that horses provided the motive power for 

the mail and stage coaches.  The first of the public buses in the area were horse drawn and, prior to the 

arrival of the motor car, horse power was the norm for haulage of any kind.    For many years horses 

remained the primary source of power for agriculture and, as an agricultural area, local farmers would 

maintain horses.  As the pictures below show, horses and carts would have been a normal sight in the 

village, both those working on farms that surrounded the village, and those used for the delivery of goods.  

      

HORSES IN WRECCLESHAM 

While only the more affluent Wrecclesham residents would have been in a position to keep horses, many 

others were then working in occupations that related to their care and maintenance. A glance through the 

occupations listed in the 19th Century Census returns reveal that Wrecclesham residents worked in 

occupations such as horse dealer, blacksmith, coachman, groom, stable boy, drayman, carter, footman, 

wheelwright, farrier etc.  

 It was quite usual for the local inns to have stabling facilities and this was the case at both the Royal Oak 

and the Bear and Ragged Staff in Wrecclesham. Further evidence is that most villages, including 

Wrecclesham, would have a Forge, and some of our members remember watching the blacksmith, Alfred 

Trodd, shoeing the hooves of local horses in the Wrecclesham Forge, situated in the Street, almost 

opposite the Royal Oak public house.   

Many of the large houses in the village kept horses as the most convenient, if only, form of transport.  In 

the records of St Peter’s Church, it has been noted that a number of those attending services, from the 

larger properties on the periphery of the village, arrived in horse and carriage.  Indeed, there is reference 

to a turning area close to the church, where carriages could be reversed. Many of these houses had 

stabling and employed workmen to manage their horses.   

Rev. Henry Richard Julius, the second Vicar of Wrecclesham, owned a Pony and Trap, in which he used to 

undertake his visits around the Parish.  He had a somewhat ‘Heath Robinson’ attachment that he used on 

this trap, to measure the boundary of the Parish.  Henry’s married daughter, Florence Stevens, who lived in 

Farnham, would attend her father’s services at St Peter’s and would travel by carriage. She was in the habit 

of giving her mother, Isabel Julius, Rev Henry’s wife, a lift back to the Vicarage.  Similarly, Charles Sumner, 

the Bishop of Winchester, who lived in Farnham Castle, would frequently attend services at Wrecclesham 

driving to and from the village in ‘his large coach with servants in full livery’.  
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THE IMPACT OF WORLD WAR 1 

When war began, in 1914, the British army possessed a mere 25,000 horses. The urgent task of sourcing 

half a million more became the responsibility of the War Office. The Army’s requirements for horses meant 

that many of the horses in Wrecclesham would have been requisitioned. During the first year of the war the 

British countryside was virtually emptied of horses. 

However, the majority of these horses were not used on the battlefield. In 1918 just over 75,000 were 

allocated to the cavalry, while nearly 450,000 horses and mules were used to lug supplies around. Another 

90,000 were charged with carrying guns and heavy artillery, and over 100,000 were horses that were 

ridden around the front lines, carrying food and ammunition to soldiers and bearing the wounded across 

the trenches to hospitals. 

Although many of the village’s horses were taken off the Street during the war, the proximity of the British 

Army in Aldershot and its surrounding area, meant that there were still many horses to be seen.  The 

picture below shows the British Horse Artillery in camp at nearby Frensham Ponds.  

 

 

 

THE ADVENT OF THE MOTOR CAR 

It wasn’t until the early years of the 20th Century that the horse began to lose its position, as the principal 

form of transport, with the arrival of the motor car.  John Henry Knight, a wealthy engineer, landowner and 

inventor, a member of a well-known Farnham family, built one of Britain’s first petrol powered vehicles.  In 

1895 he drove through Farnham, on the vehicle shown below, whereupon he was prosecuted for: 

‘using a locomotive with neither a licence or a man walking in front with a red flag! ‘ 
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During the First World War, car production in Britain virtually came to a standstill. However, the inter war 

period 1919 - 1939 was the era of mass motorisation.  In 1918 the number of private cars was around 100,000; 

by 1939, however, that number had risen to two million.  By the 1980’s working horses had all but disappeared 

from Britain and today, horses in Britain are kept almost wholly for recreational purposes.  

THE HORSE IN RECREATION 

Maintaining a horse for recreation was again primarily the reserve of the wealthier families in the area, 

very few of whom were to be found in the heart of the village of Wrecclesham, where the male population 

predominantly consisted of agricultural labourers. However, the surrounding area is ideally suited for 

horse owners, with a wealth of open heath and woodland within relatively easy reach on horseback.  Alice 

Holt had long been an attractive area in which to ride, as were the Bourne Woods and the heathland 

around the Frensham ponds.  Riding to hounds was once very popular among the gentry in the area and 

the Surrey Union Hunt, founded in 1798, and the Hampshire Hunt (HH), founded in 1795, are long 

established.  Hunting has clearly been popular with the upper-class horse owners in the Farnham area, but 

its activity has been limited in recent times by changes brought about by the 2004 Act.  However, for those 

who can afford to keep a horse, both hunts contribute to recreational riding through the activities of their 

Pony Clubs and through Point to Point and other riding events that they include in their programmes. 

RIDING STABLES  

It was the introduction of Riding Stables in the village that brought recreational riding within the reach of a 

wider range of people.  Wrecclesham appears to have been blessed with fairly accessible riding facilities.  It 

was in fact the existence of substantial stabling in former farms in the village that made this possible.  We 

are indebted here to the ‘Peeps in the Past’ column, in the Farnham Herald,1 for much of the information 

about the village’s riding establishments.  

The main riding school in Wrecclesham was based upon the land and premises of Wrecclesham Farm, 

which lies to the west of Wrecclesham Road. The map overleaf shows the land, coloured in pink that was 

being occupied by Wrecclesham Farm in 1841.  At this time land, measuring 46 acres was being farmed by 

the Vanner family.  With the demise of hop growing, use for riding was to provide a new opportunity.  We 

have yet to find precise information on the dates at which this change of use came about.  In view of the 

shortfall of horses during World War I, the first use for riding is unlikely to have been until the 1930’s.    

There is some uncertainty about the number of riding schools that have used this land and buildings.  It is 

clear that two areas of Wrecclesham Farm’s land were used for riding, these were: 

1. The land accessed from Wrecclesham Road almost opposite to what is now the Grovebell 

Industrial Estate, and was originally the motor works of Page and Hunt’s, later E.D. Abbott.2  

This access to the Wrecclesham Farm later became the entrance to the Riverdale Estate.    An 

alternative access to this piece of land was along a track alongside the Bear and Ragged Staff 

Public House.   

 

2. The other site used for riding, was based on the farm buildings alongside Westfield Lane, behind 

the Forge, and opposite the Royal Oak Public House.  Pictures submitted to ‘Peeps’ show clearly 

riding taking place with the Royal Oak in the background and reader’s letters suggest an 

entrance existed to this riding school through a farm gate opposite the Pub.  

                                                           
1
 The compiler of the ‘Peeps in the Past’ column, Chris Shepheard is going to be speaking about these at our April meeting. 

2
 Page and Hunt gave way to Abbotts in the mid 1930’s 
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1841 Tithe Map 

(Area coloured in Pink is that farmed by Wrecclesham Farm later used for Riding) 
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One of the correspondents to the Peeps column, Peter Watkins, who is a prominent member of the 

Wrecclesham History Project, provided the ‘Herald’ with this very good map, of the area, showing exactly 

where the Wrecclesham Farm Riding School was operating.   

It will be seen from this drawing that a large L shaped piece of land stretched from the Wrecclesham Road, 

where the main farm buildings were based, to The Street, where there is a separate access alongside the 

Bear and Ragged Staff Public House. 
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It is not known when riding first took place in either of these areas but, it is thought that the riding area at 

the Westfield lane end would have been in use before 1927 as, after that, the extent of land available 

would have been restricted by the provision of the Recreation ground.  The majority of the respondents 

who have written to the ‘Peeps’ columns are referring to riding taking place in the 1950’sand 1960s when 

the activity would have been at the eastern end of the land and that closer to Wrecclesham Road. 

Less is known about the Riding Stables at the Westfield Lane end of the land. There are several 

photographs (see below) that confirm the claim that there were once riding facilities approached 

from a gate opposite the Royal Oak.  

 

 

One correspondent refers to riding with: 

           ‘Phil Carpenter at Wrecclesham Farm Riding Stables opposite the Royal Oak Public House.’   

She refers to Phil: 

‘buying and selling of ponies and horses…. also supplying horses for historical films, many of which 

were filmed around Frensham Ponds.’ 
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It is clear that there are uncertainties surrounding the above references.  Apart from that one respondent 

to ’Peeps,’ no one else mentions the name ‘Carpenter’. Searches of the local genealogical records suggest 

that no one by the name of ‘Philip Carpenter’ had any connection with Wrecclesham. Most of the 

references in the Herald articles are to ‘Phil Gardner’ and it is probable that the respondent has confused 

these two similar names. 

It was the Gardner family who introduced riding to Wrecclesham Farm.  It will be seen from the Herald 

obituary to Phil Gardner, below, that the first proprietor of the stables was, Phil’s father, Wilfred Ernest 

Gardner.   

The Gardner Family 

Wilfred Gardner, Philip’s father, had been born in Pimlico, London, in 1891.  Clearly horses were in this 

family’s blood as, in 1901, as a 10-year-old, Wilfred is living with his father, Ernest Frederick Gardner3, in 

Liss, where his father is working as a horse dealer.  Ten years later, the family appears at Weydon Hill Stores, 

in Ridgeway Road, where his father is an off-licence manager. Wilfred is then an assistant butcher.  Wilfred died in 

1950, aged 59.He was buried in Green Lane Cemetery. 

In 1921 Wilfred married Ada Vigar at St Andrews Church.  In 1922 Wilfred and Ada were living at a house 

called Pineleigh in Boundstone when their son Philip Wilfred Gardner was born on 29 July. After a short 

spell living in Belfort Flats in East Street, the family moved into Wrecclesham Farm where they are shown 

as living from 1930 to 1939 when Surrey Electoral Roll records were discontinued because of the war.  

Wilfred was then the proprietor of the Riding Stables at Wrecclesham Farm and Philip, a young lad of 8 to 

18 years, was one of the most promising of the riders.  The Farnham Herald article included overleaf has 

described the prowess of Philip in horse jumping.   

World War II disrupted this sporting career and, at the age of 18, Philip had to enlist for military service.  

During the war Philip Gardner was serving as a pilot in the Royal Air Force.  He was posted to Canada from 

where he became involved in the delivery of planes produced inAmerica as a contribution to the war 

effort..  He was a pilot for Air Transtport Auxiliary.  ATA.  It was her that he developed a taste for flying as 

when he returned to civilian life he became an enthusiastic glider pilot based both at  Lasham, and in 

France.  In 1944, in his early 20’s, Phil returned to assist his father in managing the riding school. In time 

Phil took over the reins. Phil’s father Wilfred died in May 1950, in Middlesex Hospitaland he was buried in 

the Green Lane Cemetery in Wrecclesham. 

Phil was well known and well liked in the village, including by many of our Project members. He also had 

some interesting clients including the actress Lisa Goddard, who was then living in Weybourne. In 

recording some memories from her youth, she said of him, ‘Philip Gardner, a horse master, an 

extraordinary man who guided me through his life.  His wisdom and knowledge was awe inspiring - a horse 

whisperer before the term had been invented… 

 
                                                           
3
 Ernest Frederick Gardner is sometimes known as Ernest Foord Gardner. He died in 1945 aged 87.  He is buried in Green Lane 

Cemetery. 
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In this post war period the Farnham Riding Establishment went from strength to strength under Phil’s 

guidance.  British Telephone Directories record Phil Gardner, with an address of Wrecclesham Farm from 

1958 - 1969.  

 In addition to Lisa Goddard another of his clients was Julie Andrews.  It appears that the girls all loved him 

but he never married.  He lived with his mother, Ada, originally in the Wrecclesham Farm House.  Later 

when this became the Wrecclesham Farm Guest House he built himself a white bungalow, which was 

located to the north of the entrance to Wrecclesham Farm from Wrecclesham Road. 

 In the late 1960’s the land previously used by Phil Gardner as the riding stables was sold to Wimpey’s for 

the development of the Riverdale Estate which was completed in 1973.   

  

     Wrecclesham Farm Riding Stables 

 

 

Phil Gardner with Duke and Duchess of York and a young Princess Elizabeth 

 at the Richmond Royal  Horse Show 
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Oxlease Riding Stables 

The second Riding Stables in Wrecclesham was established towards the end of the 1950’s by Joyce Pocock. 

Joyce had previously lived with her parents in a house called ‘Oxlease’, in Trebor avenue, a cul de sac 

leading from Morley Lane, almost opposite to the Sixth Form College, which was then the Farnham Boy’s 

Grammar School.  

 In 1958, Joyce opened a Riding School on a small area of land which she called Oxlease Farm, in memory 

of her former home. These Riding Stables lay behind the residential properties in Echo Barn Lane, and 

which were approached from the narrow lane which leads down the Bourne valley to Brown’s Walk, from 

Echo Barn Lane. 

Joyce, who had trained as a nurse in London in 1947/48, was at this time teaching at Balliol House Junior 

School, in Lower Bourne. One of the ‘Peeps’ correspondents recalls Joyce Pocock bringing ponies from the 

stables to the school gate at the end of the school day, which she thought was excellent marketing for her 

riding school.  She also remembers riding these ponies in the Bourne Woods.   

Towards the end of the 1960’s Phil Gardiner arranged to continue his business by purchasing the Oxlease 

Riding Stables and, somewhat confusingly, renaming it Wrecclesham Farm.  Although there is no longer a 

riding school, the name Wrecclesham Farm is still used for this land today.  It is thought that this riding 

establishment had been run by Joyce Pocock since the early 1950’s.   

David Hunt, known locally as ‘Hunter’, who had been helping Phil Gardiner prior to the move to Echo Barn 

Lane says: 

    ‘by this time Phil was almost retired but kept his hand in with Point to Point horses.   I ran the 

stables for Phil.  In 1973 I took over all of the farm.  Phil now had retired and just gave advice 

on horses.  He gave me a free hand to do what I liked.  Phil died on March 20th 1995, aged 

72.’  The farm was sold in September that year. 
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The Kiln Riding Establishment4 

For many years there were no riding stables in or near Wrecclesham.  It wasn’t until 2005 that a Riding 

Stables was provided close to the village, and then it was only made available marginally outside the Parish 

boundary in Holt Pound.  Originally, Kiln Stables was born in the mid-eighties in Farnham when it formed as 

a base for the Farnham Riders Club.  This Club ran many competitions and rallies in dressage, show 

jumping and cross country jumping in and around the Farnham area at Tweseldown and Merrist Wood 

College. 

This led its Proprietor and Chief Instructor, Angela Macleod, in 1889, to start a Riding School in Badshot 
Lea, known as Kiln Cottage Stables.  The Club became a British Horse Society Centre and it remained in 
Badshot Lea until 2005, when it was felt that a better facility was needed.  The ambition was to be able to 
ride in the forest without riding on the road.  This was when they moved to Holt Pound.  It is a beautiful 
location, safe for all riders and horses and close to attractive riding locations such as Alice Holt Forest, 
Frensham Common and The Bourne Woods. 

 

Map of Kiln Equestrian Centre5 

Kiln Stables Riding school welcomes all horse lovers from 5-year-old children to older people, looking to ride for 

pleasure. The Centre also trains professional riders to improve their dressage, show jumping together with 

apprenticeship schemes and British Horse Society exam training for those wanting to work in the horse industry. 

  

Since 1992 the Riding Centre has worked with Guildford College and other land-based training providers to enable 

National Vocational Qualifications and Apprenticeship Schemes in horse riding and stable management.   

It has trained many riders and horses over the last 23 years and has around 20 horses available now ranging from   

17 event or dressage horses, through to general cobs and then small ponies for the children.  Most of the horses 

here have been with the stables for a very long time and know their job.  The Centre is blessed with excellent 

facilities including an indoor arena 60m. x 30m., floodlit outdoor arena 42m. x 22m., grass arena 70 m. x 70 m., 12 

acres of paddocks and an enclosed stable yard with 28 stables and loose boxes and a  heated tack room.  

Pictures below show the quality of the riding opportunity from beginners to elite riders. 

                                                           
4
 Information taken from the Centre Web Site.  http://www.kilnstables.co.uk/ 

5
 The Kiln Riding Centre is now located in the fields to the SW of Holt Pound Farm. 



~ 11 ~ 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 



~ 12 ~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 


