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27.   SILVER BILLY BELDHAM BRIEFING PAPER1 

INTRODUCTION 

William Beldham is almost certainly the most celebrated of Wrecclesham’s former residents.   

The Beldham family has strong connections with the village which date back to the mid-16th 

Century.  Although William Beldham, more popularly known as Silver Billy Beldham,2 gained 

his reputation because of his cricketing ability, the family, like many Wrecclesham families, 

were at this time mainly involved in farming.   

The 1841 Tithe Map and Schedules show that two of William’s brothers, Thomas and 

George occupied land totalling around 150 acres, most of which was in West Field, 

Wrecclesham, which at that time were predominantly used for the cultivation of hops.   

The majority of this land is shown to have been occupied by George Beldham and John 

Barrett.3 It is thought that John Barrett would have been a sleeping partner and that it was 

George Beldham who actually farmed the land.  At this time George was the landlord of the 

Cricketer’s Public House in Wrecclesham. 

Thomas Beldham is shown in the Tithe Map as being the occupant of the Royal Oak public 

house in Wrecclesham.  He is also shown as occupying farm land in the Wrecclesham area. 

Two areas of land to the south of Wrecclesham, shown in the map below, and adjacent to 

Manley Bridge Farm area are listed in the Tithe schedule as ‘Beldham’s Plantation’(2496) 

and ‘Beldham’s Pasture’. (2497). 

 

                                                           
1
 This Briefing Paper has been substantially helped by two sources.  One is the Wikipedia article on Billy 

Beldham, the other The History of Farnham Cricket, 1782 - 1832 by Graham Collyer 
 
2
 William was called ‘Silver Billy’ on account of his light-coloured hair and fair complexion. 

 

3
 John Barrett was a significant figure in Farnham. In 1839, with his brother Robert, he opened a small brewery, 

which they named the Red Lion Brewery.  In 1845 John Barrett bought the Maltings in Red Lion Lane, Farnham, 
for £1400, which he converted into another brewery.  John’s business grew spectacularly in the second half of 
the 19

th
 Century, especially after he joined forces with George Trimmer to form Farnham United Breweries. At 

one time they managed 91 pubs and 8 off-licences.   
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THE BELDHAM FAMILY 

Billy Beldham’s father, George Beldham, was a farmer. He had married Ann Bonfil in 1756, 

and they raised a family of six children.  William, the subject of this paper, was their fourth 

child and third son.  The chronology of the family was: 

    George Beldham     father  1728-1811 

    Ann (Bonfil )         mother  1728-1793 

  George           1758- 1842 

Elizabeth               1762-1830 

John                           1763 -1809 

William           1766 -1862 

Hannah                         1768 -1842 

   Thomas               1770 -1854 

 

The family lived at Yew Tree Cottage, in the Street at Wrecclesham, and it was here on 5th 

February 1766 that it is reputed that William was born4.  Little is known about his early 

years.  There was no school in Wrecclesham at this time, however, it is thought that William 

and his siblings were given at least a modicum of education and a good start in life.5 No 

doubt in the surrounding countryside, with its adjacent forest and river, the young family 

would also have enjoyed an active outdoor life.  However, it was to the newly developing 

sport of cricket that William, and his brothers George and John were attracted.  

 

 
Yew Tree Cottage 

                                                           
4
 Graham Collyer, an acknowledged student of local cricket, says: ‘Until someone produces an archive record 

that can prove Beldham was not born in Yew Tree Cottage, then I will believe Yew Tree Cottage to be the most 
likely place.’ 

5
 Wikipedia says of him: ’Nothing is known of his schooling but as he was able to sign his first marriage 

certificate, as opposed to making a witnessed mark, it is likely that he had a basic grounding.’  
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CRICKET 

It is generally believed that cricket survived as a children's game for many generations 

before it was increasingly taken up by adults around the beginning of the 17th century. The 

origin of the game was undoubtedly in the south of England.  The earliest known reference 

to the game of ‘creckett’ relates to the use, in 1597, of a plot of common land in Guildford.  

This account proves beyond reasonable doubt that the game was being played in 

Surrey circa 1550. The first reference to cricket being played as an adult sport was in 1611, 

when two men in Sussex were prosecuted for playing cricket on Sunday instead of going to 

church!6 

 

The Farnham Cricket Club played its first game in 1782.  There were two Beldham’s in the 

team, one was a G. Beldham, thought to be George, William’s elder brother, the other is 

merely referred to as ‘Beldum’.7  It may have been William who was then only 16½, 

however, it is also known that his brother John, three years his senior, was good enough to 

have played cricket for Surrey.   It can be envisaged that the three brothers, who were all 

good cricketers in their teenage years, were to encourage and compete with each other in 

this sport. If there is a slight doubt about William’s involvement in Farnham’s first Cricket 

match in 1782, there is no question that both George and William were included in the 

match Farnham played against Odiham in 1783. William was then gaining a reputation as 

an outstanding batsman.  

 

In this period there was a degree of flexibility between clubs, with players assisting other 

local teams.  In 1785, at the age of 19, William was invited to join the Hambledon Cricket 

Club, which was then thought to be the outstanding team in the country.8 In June that same 

year he was also invited to play against All England. This was to be the start of a first-class 

cricket career which was to last 36 years, until 1821, during which time he was credited with 

making 189 first class appearances. 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

In his teenage years cricket was a mere pastime for William.  As a member of a large family 

he had to earn his keep and he worked as an agricultural labourer.9   However, each 

weekend William, his brother George, and two other Wrecclesham boys, John and James 

Wells,10 would be playing for Hambledon.  Initially they were known to journey the 27 miles 

between Wrecclesham and Hambledon on horseback.   Saddle soreness made them 

consider building a cart for their journeys, but the government introduced a tax on vehicles 

and they abandoned that idea. 

 

Beldham recalled that he was paid five guineas a game if his team won, and three guineas 

if they lost.  This was however a pittance compared with the money that the gentry who 

attended these games could make from wagers.  Most of the games were played for 

substantial prize money, and there was an associated passion for individual betting on both 

                                                           
6
 Wikipedia article on Cricket 

7
 Graham Collyer.  The History of Farnham Cricket Club.  The alternative spelling Beldum or Beldam is often 

seen at this time, however, Beldham was the spelling that William used on his Marriage Certificate. 
8
 William was later to question Hambledon’s supremacy when he said: ‘the Hambledon Club could beat ‘All 

England;’ but our three Parishes around Farnham at last beat Hambledon.’ 
9
 Wikipedia suggest that in 1785 he was working on a farm for a Mr Hilton. 

10
 John Wells was the Beldham boys’ brother in law as, in 1871, he had married William’s sister, Harriet, at St 

Andrews Church in Farnham.  Wrecclesham had no church at this time. 
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individual performances and the results of cricket games.  Wikipedia records that in 1788 

Beldham played in 10 matches, his side winning 6 of them, for which he was awarded 42 

guineas which they estimated was more than twice what he could have earned in a year as 

an agricultural labourer.11 

 

HOLT POUND OVAL 

Among the players appearing in the Farnham team in the 1780’s was Lord Stawel.  Stawel 

was not a great cricketer, and was more noted for being the Ranger of Alice Holt Forest.  In 

1891, Stawel employed Billy Beldham to create a new cricket ground at Holt Pound, on the 

edge of Alice Holt, just to the west of Wrecclesham Hill.  The Holt Pound Oval, as it was 

named, was to become the home of Farnham Cricket Club.  It was a wise investment by 

Lord Stawel, as the ground became a significant venue for first class matches.  All England 

twice played Surrey at the Alice Holt ground but perhaps more memorable was that the term 

‘Oval’ became a standard term for major international cricket venues throughout the world.  

People came from far and wide to watch the games as was described at the time by a local 

Wrecclesham resident.  

 

‘One mile in continuation through the village brought you to a 

place called Holt Pound where there was a beautiful, large 

cricket ground.  It was banked and very level and free to all 

parties, and as the game is considered a most manly one. All 

classes used to engage in it most extensively, and at this time, 

few counties or towns could cope with Farnham and more 

particularly the little village of Wrecclesham, which could boast 

some of the most clever and celebrated at the game, as well as 

one of the best grounds. Matches would often last three or four 

days and when there would assemble thousands of spectators, 

and carriages very numerous.’ 12 

 

The Holt Pound Oval today.13 

                                                           
11

 Wikipedia entry for Billy Beldham. 
12

 George Grover. My Favourite Village 
13

 Rowledge Cricket Club in 2010 had visions of bringing the pitch back into use.  However it was felt to be too 
costly and that the club preferred to play in the Village rather than at a distance. 
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 BILLY’S FAMILY LIFE14 

Fake News is a 21st Century phenomenon, perhaps this is why in 2009 there was a rumour 

that Billy Beldham had fathered up to 39 children.  While he did marry twice, he actually had 

9 children.  Billy’s first marriage, to Ann Smith, took place at St Andrew’s Church in 

Farnham, in May 1787.  Three years later in Sep.1800, they had a daughter, also named 

Ann.  However, 1800 was to be a very sad time for the family as, not only did daughter Ann 

die in October, but she was followed by her mother in December that year. 

 

Billy was married again to another ‘Ann’, Ann Seward.  No record has yet been found of this 

marriage however, it would almost certainly have been at some time between 1801 and 

1803.  His second marriage was to be both long and happy, and it was blessed by 8 

children. 

 

 5 boys (Frederick(1806), William(1808), Henry(1809), George(1817), Robert(1819) and 3 

girls (Mary Ann(1804), Louisa(1812), and Emily(1815). 

 

The family was brought up in Yew Tree Cottage where Billy and Ann lived until 1820.  The 

deeds of this property show that in 1820 the house was surrendered to his brother in law, 

John Wells. 

 

 BILLY RETIRES TO TILFORD 

In 1821 Billy retired from professional cricket  and moved to Tilford where he became the 

publican at the ‘Barley Mow,’ the pub on the green.’  

 

 
 

The Barley Mow, Tilford 

 

                                                           
14

 A fuller description of Billy Beldham’s Family can be found in Graham Collyer’s History of Farnham Cricket. 
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The 1841, 1851 and 1861 Censuses record him as living in Tilford, described variously as 

‘Bat maker’ ‘Retired Victualler’ and ‘Old Cricketer’. 

 

In 1842 Beldham retired from being the publican of the Barley Mow and moved to the 

cottage next door, known as Oak Cottage, which had been built at about the time that he 

had left Wrecclesham. Oak Cottage had just two rooms a kitchen and a pantry.  Its garden 

ran down to the River Till at the rear.  His beloved cricket bat had pride of place over his 

mantelpiece. 

 

Billy, a great character, was well regarded in Tilford.  He continued to take an interest in 

local cricket. Billy and Ann lived together in Tilford for 40 years, until Billy’s death in 

February 1862, at the great age of 96. 

 

There was no church in Tilford15 at this time however a piece of ground to the south of the 

village green had been consecrated as a burial site.  Billy’s funeral took place in St Andrews 

Church in Farnham and, after the service, his body was taken back to the new cemetery in 

what is now the Churchyard, overlooking the village green.  Ann outlived Billy by some 

seven years and was buried by his side in what was by then the All Saints Churchyard, 

 

 
 

Oak Cottage, Tilford16 

 

 

                                                           
15

 All Saints Church in Tilford was built in 1867. It is currently celebrating its 150
th

 anniversary. 
16

 Oak Cottage was a single-story property when Billy lived there.  The Upper floor was a later addition in 
1862. 
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SILVER BILLY’S CAREER RECORD.17 

 

In a first-class career that lasted 36 years Beldham played in 189 First Class matches and 

scored 7,045 runs at an average of 21.48.  Billy was only an occasional bowler but he took 

213 first class wickets and had 333 catches and 49 stumpings.  He played for Surrey from 

1788 to 1817 and for All England from 1787 to 1821.   

 

At a time when betting on results was rife Beldham was noted for his fair play and integrity.  

The only blot on his playing career was that on one occasion when he was bowling he 

caused bias on the ball by adding a lump of mud and sawdust in order to cause deviation!18  

 

In days when there was a clear distinction between the amateur (gentlemen) and the 

professional (players) Billy Beldham played for both Gentlemen and Players in their annual 

match.  It is believed he holds that unique record.  At some grounds Amateurs had separate 

changing rooms and entered the ground from separate gates.  This rather perverse situation 

existed until the 1940’s. 

 

The position of Silver Billy Beldham in the game of cricket is widely acknowledged.  His 

portrait is in the Long Room in the Pavilion at Lords and in the John Major Suite in the OCS 

Stand at the Oval.  A similar picture is on the wall in the Barley Mow in Tilford. 

 

                     
 

In 1997 Silver Billy was named in the Times Newspaper ‘as one of the .100 Greatest 

Cricketers of All Time.  Very few cricketers have had such widespread acknowledgement. 

 

WRECCLESHAM RECOGNISES ITS HERO 

 

Silver Billy’s achievements have long been recognised within the village of his birth.   More 

recently a road in Wrecclesham was named Beldham’s Road. 

 

It was however, the achievements of the Beldam’s and the Wells family on the cricket field 

that had many years ago led to one of the Village’s pub’s being called the Cricketer’s. 

 

                                                           
17

  A detailed Career Record is included at Appendix 1.  
18

 Wikipedia. 
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The Cricketer’s Public House. 

 

Like many of the public houses in Wrecclesham, the Cricketers was based upon a farm. Its 

origin as beer house dates back to the 17th Century. The hostelry has long been associated 

with the game of Cricket. In the late 18th Century it was known as the ‘Cricksters’.  

 

The house once belonged to John Manwaring Paine, whose family, in the early part of the 

19th Century owned a great deal of property in Wrecclesham, Including the Royal Oak.  

 

It was however the Beldham’s, who had been more closely associated with the Public 

house’.  George Beldham, Billy’s older brother was the landlord in 1824. Like his more 

famous relative, Silver Billy Beldham, he was known for his cricketing skills and the 

alehouse was a gathering place for fellow cricketers. A sign outside the Inn read: 

 

‘The rendezvous of those great cricketer’s Beldham and Wells. The village’s best 

beer as drunk by those men.’ 

 

The Cricketer’s remained as a public house serving the village until 2006 when it was 

converted to an Indian restaurant called the Bengal Lounge. 

 

In the past Billy Beldham could be seen on the Pub Sign outside the Pub, which was Billy’s 

‘watering hole’ in the 19th Century.   This sign, seen in the picture overleaf, was removed 

when the pub closed. 
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The Wrecclesham History Project has managed to salvage the pub sign and has erected it 

at the Wrecclesham Recreation Ground, next to Yew Tree Cottage the house in which Billy 

Beldham is understood to have been born.  The new sign, shown below, was unveiled at 

the Village Fete held at the Recreation Ground on Sunday 26th June 2016 by 

Wrecclesham’s more recent England Cricketer Graham Thorpe.  

 

 
 

Graham Thorpe Unveiling the Billy Beldham Sign. 

 

Billy Beldham and Graham Thorpe are also recognised by their inclusion in Farnham’s Wall 

of Fame outside Sainsburys in South Street, Farnham, a picture of which appears below. 
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YEW TREE COTTAGE 

 

Yew Tree Cottage, the dwelling in which it is understood that Billy Beldham was born and 

lived as a child, is a Grade II listed building in the Street at Wrecclesham.  A dendrological 

survey19undertaken recently has given a date of 1561, for the oldest part of the building. It is 

one of the oldest buildings in Wrecclesham.   The property was occupied until 2015 when it 

was put on the market.  The Farnham Historic Buildings Trust purchased the cottage on the 

basis that it is a fine example of a cottage of its type.  The Trust is currently refurbishing the 

building in order to retain it and sell it as a dwelling house. 

 

As will be seen below, work has already begun on the refurbishment of the cottage. The 

Contract to carry out the renovation of the property was let to R. A. Croft Ltd in September 

2017, and is due for completion in July 2018.  

 

It will be recalled that the Farnham Trust purchased the Wrecclesham Pottery in 2000.  One 

of the objectives of the Farnham Trust is to save historic buildings from closure and, having 

secured the future for the Potteries by gaining listed building status, the refurbished 

buildings, now in an acceptably safe condition, were put on the market and were sold  a 

community based craft and education experience, inspired by the village’s historic ties with 

pottery.  

 

 
 

  Work commences of the Refurbishment of   Yew Tree Cottage 

  

                                                           
19

 A dendrological survey  uses a system of dating using the characteristic patterns of annual growth rings of 
trees to assign dates to timber.  
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Appendix 1  

 

Career Record 

William Beldham 

Born; Wrecclesham 5 Feb 1766  

Died:  Tilford 20 Feb 1862 Age 92 

Nickname; Silver Billy Beldham 

Cricket Career 

Surrey  -  1788-1817 

MCC – 1790 – 1818 

All England 1787 – 1821 

First Class Records 

Matches     189 

Runs Scored     7045 

Average 21.48 

100s/50s          3/38 

Top Score         144 

Catches  333 
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Graham Thorpe 

Born; Farnham 1 Aug 1969  

Cricket Career 

Surrey  -  1988-2005 

England 1993 – 2005 

England Records 

Matches   100 

Runs Scored  6744 

100’s/50’s  16/39 

Top Score  200 not out 

First Class Records 

Matches     341 

Runs Scored     21,937 

Average 45.04 

100s/50s          49/122 

Top Score         223* 

Catches  290 

 


