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THE ISABELLA SCHRODER TRUST 

Introduction 

Isabella Schroder was the eldest daughter of John Frederick Schroder, a wealthy business man.  As 

will be seen later, his wealth and her generosity have had a significant effect on Wrecclesham . The 

Wrecclesham Institute on School Hill, which until very recently played an active part in the social 

life of the village, was just one of the many benefits that have arisen from the Trust set up in her 

name 155 years ago.   It is however important that we set the scene for this beneficial effort, by 

telling the story of her family, their life in the Farnham area and the source of this generosity. 

The Schroder Company 

Johann Friedrich Schroder born in Germany in 1780 was from a wealthy family of Merchants based 

in Hamburg.  At the age of 20, he arrived in England in 1800. With family capital, and in partnership 

with his cousin Bernard, set up the firm of J.F. Schroder and Co. Ltd.  In 1801 he was elected as a 

member of Lloyds and shortly afterwards married Isabella Bustard, the eldest daughter of a well-

established City merchant.  By this time he had changed his name and had adopted a more 

anglicised version i.e.  John Frederick Schroder. 

 

 

John Frederick Schroder 

For a decade and a half the Schroders established their business, prospering, despite war and the 

unsettled political and economic conditions of the time.  Their main trade was in sugar, and it is 

said that, by 1805, the firm was operating from an office in Throgmorton Street in the City of 

London and was renting storage space in eight of the warehouses of the East India Dock Company, 

based in the London Docks.  From these small beginnings in 1804 eventually emerged Schroders 

plc, as it is known today, a British multi-national asset management company, employing 4,100 

people worldwide across 41 offices in 29 countries around Europe, America, Asia and the Middle 

East. 
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The Schroder Family 

In 1802 John Frederick was married to Isabella Bustard.  Isabella’s father, Richard Bustard, was also 

a member of Lloyds and a partner in the large merchant firm Richard Bustard and Marwood.  John’s 

new wife had been born in Leeds in 1780.  At the early age of 2 she moved with her parents to live 

in London, where she spent most of her early life.  It was here in the early 19th Century, when she 

was just 20, that she met and married John Frederick Schroder.  The marriage took place at All 

Hallows Church in the City of London on 7th July 1802.  John Frederick who was 25 at the time of his 

marriage is shown as being a parishioner of St Botolph, Bishopsgate.  The marriage was arranged by 

licence. 

Their first child, a son, was born in 1804, and was baptised at St Botolph’s Church, Bishopsgate and 

given his father’s name, John Frederick Schroder.  Two years later, their second child, Isabella, 

named after her mother, was born in Hornsey on 13th July 1910.  Shortly after Isabella’s birth the 

Schroder’s set up home in Dulwich Lodge, a substantial mansion in Dulwich village, set in 26 acres 

of land.  Dulwich, in those days almost a rural village, is today acknowledged to be one of the most 

prestigious and costly locations in which to live.   While living in Dulwich two more daughters were 

born, Louisa in 1808 and Harriett in 1811.   

Sadly neither their son John Frederick, nor the two daughters, Louisa and Harriett, had long lives.  

Harriett died in 1812, just before her first birthday, Louisa died, aged 16, in 1824, and John 

Frederick (Jnr) died in 1830, aged 25.  

The Family of John Frederick and Isabella Schroder 

 

In 1928 the family moved to live in the Farnham area.  Initially they were living in Willey Place, a 

house owned by the Ward family, but which was for a period let to various other tenants.  However 

in 1834 John Frederick (Snr) bought Northbrook Park and it was here that the surviving family spent 

the rest of their days.  It was while residing at Willey Place that the family lost John Frederick (Jnr). 

John Frederick (Jnr) was the apple of his father’s eye.    After his early schooling at Dulwich College, 

he proceeded to Clare College, Cambridge, in 1824, before concluding his education at St Mary Hall, 

Oxford in 1827.  It was a natural progression for him to enter the management of his father’s 

company and it was widely expected that he would eventually succeed his father as the principal 

director of the company. 
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His sudden death in 1830, aged 26, had a profound effect on his father, who was now left without a 

male heir to progress the family business.  From this time he abandoned his active role in the 

management of Schroders and retired to his new country home.  Where he is reported as being  

    ‘opulent but retired ‘.1 

The Northbrook Estate. 

Northbrook was a prestigious home described in the sales particulars as: 

‘A very compact and enjoyable residential property, comprising a commodious 

mansion, Northbrook House surrounded by pleasure Grounds and 

Ornamentally timbered Parklike lands with Carriage Drive and Entrance Lodge. 

Capital stabling, Bailliff’s House, Farm buildings, Cottages etc. and enclosures 

of excellent Arable, Pasture, Meadow and Hop land. 

 The whole containing 121 acres.’ 

 

    

Northbrook House 

Northbrook House, sometimes known as Northbrook Park, is a house of historical 

significance, a Grade II Listed Building.  It is a Georgian residence, built in about 1810 by 

Admiral Sir John Ommanney, a notable sea captain.  Ommanney sold the house in 1831 

to Edmund Hamborough.  However the new owner died in 1832 and the property was 

then sold to John Frederick Schroder. 

                                                           
1
 Schroders Merchant & Bankers – London, Hamburg and Liverpool 1800-1849 – Richard Robert. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Northbrook_Park_Farnham.jpg
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Life at Northbrook. 

From the family of six who had lived in Dulwich , John Frederick was now left living with 

just his wife and daughter, both named Isabella.  Not much is known about their life in 

Northbrook.  It is envisaged that with a smart country house the Schroders would have 

been involved in an active social life.  Little is known of the life of Isabella, the younger, 

however one can envisage her living a country life of some luxury as a member of a 

wealthy ‘county’ family.  The writings of Jane Austen, who lived a few miles further 

south, in the neighbouring village of Chawton, give an indication of the type of life that 

the young Isabella, might have expected to live.  

 

Isabella Schroder 

However despite having a wealth of servants there does not appear to have been much 

social activity in the Schroder family residence.  His interest in the Schroder business 

activity now seems to have been minimal.  One main interest we have ascertained was 

in pursuit of the cultivation of orchids. As such, in both 1846 and 1849, he was 

pronounced the winner of national competitions organised by the Royal Botanical 

Society.  Much of the credit for this however was due to his gardener, who was 

appropriately named Mr. Plant!  The Schroders in fact had seven employees so they 

lived very comfortably. 



~ 5 ~ 
 

The1851 Census finds the Schroders resident in Hastings, where the family is shown 

staying at a Lodging House in Grand Parade, presumably on holiday.  John Frederick, 

aged 70 and his wife Isabella, aged 71, are accompanied by their daughter, Isabella, now 

aged 41 and still a single lady.  Not long after this, in 1852, John Frederick died, aged 72.  

The 1861 Census finds mother (81) and daughter (51) still living at Northbrook attended 

by 7 servants.  It cannot have been an easy time for the young daughter. 

The Death of John Frederick Schroder. 

John Frederick Schroder died at Northbrook on 17th June 1952, aged 72.  Nothing is 

known about the circumstances of his death but he left behind his wife Isabella and his 

daughter of the same name.  It would be thought that as the inheritors of a wealthy 

man they would have been well looked after.  However John Frederick’s will shows a 

degree of caution.   He left his wife, Isabella £5,000 and his daughter, also Isabella 

£3,000 to meet all immediate debts and arrears. 

Northbrook House, its grounds and estate were left in Trust.  The three Trustees, who 

were also his Executors, were three former business acquaintances from his earlier life. 

To his wife he left all the household furniture, plate, linen, china and glass together with 

his stock of wine liquor and spirits, his carriage and his carriage horses. 

His daughter, Isabella was left his library and collection of prints and paintings, medals 

and coins.  He also leaves to her a marble bowl and three alabaster busts, an escritoire 

and any saddle horse she may have been in the habit of riding. 

Having left his property to his Trustees he required them to permit his wife and 

daughter to occupy the Mansion House during their lifetimes, after which they are given 

authority to apply rents for the estate, or to dispose of the properties and invest in 

stocks, bonds etc. so as to produce an income to be paid to his wife and daughter, and, 

in her case, any husband or children, for the remainder of their lives. 

As was the case with the three children who had pre-deceased him, John Frederick 

Schroder was buried in the family vault at the Old Dulwich Burial Ground. 

The Death of Isabella Schroder the younger.      

It was unexpected that the young Isabella would die before her mother.  However while 

on holiday in Eastbourne, in September 1863,   the daughter Isabella died aged 55.  This 

was only 11 years after her father had died.  Again the circumstances of this death are 

not known.  It is of interest that, like her father, Isabella had sought the advice of the 

vicar of Wrecclesham in drawing up her will.  Rev. Henry Richard Julius was one of three 

Executor’s to the Will and would appear to have had some considerable influence on its 

content. 
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Isabella’s Will was much more significant in the local area than that of her father.  

Whereas John Frederick, apart from leaving modest sums to his wife and daughter, had  

left little in the way of monetary reward  to his servants or local people, Isabella spread 

her generosity much more widely, albeit  in quite small sums.  Those nominated to 

receive legacies, including the servants at Northbrook and a number of friends, relations 

and god children of Isabella.  There were also more significant sums given to societies 

promoting Christianity, e.g. The British and Foreign Bible Society, The London Society for 

promoting Christianity, the Church Missionary Society for Africa and the East and the 

Society for Promoting Christianity among Jews. 

However the most significant bequest in the local area concerned her decision to leave 

the following sums to local churches.  To the Parish Churches at Bentley £5,000, 

Wrecclesham £3,100, Farnham, Aldershot, Binsted and Frensham all £1,000.  These 

bequests required the Ministers and Church Wardens of each of the Parishes, to invest 

the funds in Public Stocks and to apply the dividends and income for the benefit of the 

poor of the Parish. 

Isabella added the following rider to the bequest: 

‘It is my wish that in each of these foregoing bequests to the poor that those of the 

Household faith and Widows shall have a large share than others.’ 

Old Julius steals a march! 

Isabella’s Will was dated 24th October 1863.  It proved necessary to establish Charitable 

Status for each of the Trusts and this was not achieved until 1880.  In the meantime the 

moneys had been gaining interest.   By 1878 Wrecclesham’s share of this interest had 

amounted to over £400.  At this time Henry Julius, who was always concerned to 

encourage education, not only of the young but of the whole community, was planning 

to build a ‘reading room’ in Wrecclesham to replace one which had formerly been 

provided in a rather derelict ‘Hoppers Barracks’.   He had managed to get agreement for 

the use of land, opposite the Church in School Hill, which was owned by Mr Richard 

Mason the Clerk of Farnham Council, who generously donated the land.2  The Charity 

Commission agreed that the Wrecclesham Schroder Trust might use the £400 accrued 

interest for this building on condition that a further £200 is raised locally.  The building 

eventually was completed for £777 of which £400 was received from the Charity 

Commision, £211 was a personal gift from Henry Julius and the balance was raised by 

local collection.  The newly formed Wrecclesham Schroder Trust which had contributed the 

£400 became the owner of the Institute and undertook its overall management. 

                                                           
2
 The land provided rather more than just a site for the ‘reading room’. The balance of the land was sufficient to provide 

a Cemetery, as a much needed  extension to the Burial Ground alongside the Church, and temporarily, to provide an 
area for children’s play.  It proved to be a shrewd bargain, especially as Mr Mason eventually decided to gift the land to 
the village.  
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The building was completed in 1881 and it has stood proudly for nearly 150 years at the bottom 

of School Hill, opposite the Church. The picture below shows the Institute, as it was then called, 

at what is thought to have been the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1897.  

 

 

The Work of the other Schroder Trusts. 

While Wrecclesham was involved in building the Institute each of the other Schroder 

Trusts were established and they were for many years active in providing modest 

support to their Village poor.  One of the principal means of discharging their 

responsibility was in providing coal in the winter months for widows in the village.  

Various other grants were allocated, e.g. to equip young girls for entering service and to 

provide support for young boys who were apprenticed to a trade, but the sums of 

money involved were not particularly large.  However on seeking information as to the 

availability of support from these Trusts in recent years it was found that the funds from 

most of them had been merged with other charities existing within the Parishes. 

The Work of the Wrecclesham Schroder Trust. 

The Wrecclesham Schroder Trust was significantly different and it is the only one that is 

still in existence.  The benefit of the Institute to the Village has been considered in an 

earlier Briefing Paper.  In many ways it operated like a village hall.   The Church was 

allocated a room which they used for many of their own events, Junior Church, Parish 

Meetings etc.  Unlike the other charities Wrecclesham was managing a facility.   

However money was retained to support the poor in the Parish in a variety of ways.   
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To recognize this, in 1913, a variation  was made to the scheme which directed that the 

Charity would be divided into two branches, one branch to provide the Parish room, to 

be used by the Vicar of Wrecclesham for Parish work, and the rest of the building to be 

used by a Working Men’s Club, both paying a modest rent.  The other branch for making 

charitable provision for the poor of Wrecclesham. 

By 1984, with the availability of the Leverton Hall behind the Church, much of the use of 

the Parish Room had fallen away, and the use of the Institute was principally by the 

Working Men’s Club.  In 1989 a new scheme was approved which required the Working 

Men’s Club , which was now a profitable concern, to pay a commercial rent to the 

Charity, the proceeds to be used equally to assist individuals in need, to help local 

organisations and to further the work of the Church of England in Wrecclesham.    

The end of the Road for the Wrecclesham Institute 

This arrangement continued for a number of years but, as a result of declining 

membership and changing social habits, the club suffered a similar fate to other 

businesses relying on the sale of alcohol as a source of income, and, in 2008, it was 

forced to close. The Trustees were then faced with a building in serious need of 

renovation for which insufficient funds were available.  Several attempts were made to 

let the building to alternative tenants but none proved successful.  The Trustees sought 

professional advice and subsequently sold the building for development and invested 

the proceeds in a modern light industrial unit on a nearby business estate.  This 

currently generates a rental income, allowing the money to be used under the 1989 

charitable scheme, thereby securing the work of the charity for future generations.   The 

moral of this story is that there was wisdom in investing funds in bricks and mortar  so 

that, in present day terms, the assets of the charity amount to some £300,000 which, 

allowing for inflation, has kept pace with the original bequest of £3,100 and allows the 

Charity to continue to invest in worthwhile activities in the village. 

What happened to Northbrook House? 

John Frederick’s wife, Isabella, died in 1868, 7 years after her daughter, also Isabella.  

Unusually it appears that she was the only member of the family who was not buried in 

the family vault at the Old Burial Ground in Dulwich Village, as was specified in her will.  

The property was inherited by distant relatives, was put up for sale, and was purchased 

by the Rowcliffe Family.  Northbrook has changed hands many times in the 150 years 

period since the Schroders were in occupation.  The current ownership is by the 

Nicholas James Group, which has invested heavily in a number of substantial properties 

in the Hampshire/Dorset area, and, as is shown in the picture included below, they now 

specialise in up-market weddings. 
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Membership of the Schroder Trust 

The membership of Trust board of trustees is broadly in line with the formula outlined in 

Isabella’s Will.  Automatic membership is allocated to the Incumbent and the Church Wardens 

of St Peter’s Church.  The most recent revision of the Trust has allocated two seats to be 

nominated by the Farnham Town Council.  In addition the Board of Trustees can appoint a 

secretary.  The present Chairman of the Trust is Mr. Jack Crawford, who is a nominee of 

Farnham Town Council and the Secretary is Mr John Arbury.   

The Trust holds three meetings a year. 

It is appropriate here to give some examples of the way in which the Trust has recently allocated 

its funds. 

a.  Support to 13 hard up families to help meet the cost of sending their children on school 

outings and visits to activity centres.  They would otherwise have had to miss those 

opportunities. 

 

b. Paying the removal costs of a widow and widower who each needed to move to smaller 

accommodation. 
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c. Grant to the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice.  Although the Hospice is strictly outside the area 

of benefit it takes in some people from Wrecclesham. 

 

d. Contribution to the cost of emergency repairs to the roof of the Knights Almshouses. 

 

e. Assistance with the provision of a security system for St Peter’s Church  

 

 

f. Grant to the Wrecclesham Over 60 Club, towards their cost of hiring the Leverton Hall 

for meetings. 

 

g. Assistance to the formation of new Wrecclesham Cub pack.  Payment was made 

towards their initial set of maps and compasses. 

 

 

h. Grant to the organisers of the Wrecclesham Community Project to enable them to run 

an IT course for lone parents. 

 

i. Grant to the Wrecclesham Community Centre for the improved lighting of their hall. 

 

 

j. Payment for the provision of a Marquee for the Wrecclesham Summer Fete. 

 

k.  Meeting the publication cost of a book on Wrecclesham Vicars. 

 


