
THE WRECCLESHAM INSTITUTE 
 
The Wrecclesham Institute, built in 1881, was the brainchild of the second Vicar of Wrecclesham, Rev. Henry Richard Julius.  Rev Julius was anxious that the 
people of Wrecclesham should have every opportunity to better themselves.   
 
In 1861 he master minded the provision of a bigger school for the children of the Village in School Hill to replace the small school next to the Church. His 
next project was to provide something for the adult population. 
 
His first activity was to provide a Reading Room.  At this time, there were no public libraries.   Henry Julius, prompted by the ambition to enlighten the 
residents of Wrecclesham, arranged for one of the hop pickers ‘barracks’ in the village to be made available as a reading room.  However, it was a 
somewhat temporary and unsatisfactory solution. Henry’s ambition was to provide something more permanent.   
 
An ideal site of 2 acres was found on land, known as Sandrock Field, which lay to the east of the church on the opposite side of the road leading from 
Wrecclesham to Frensham, now known as School Hill.  The land was gifted to the village by Richard Mason, a well-known Farnham solicitor.   
 
In 1880 this land was transferred for a threefold purpose: 
 

 the proposed Wrecclesham Institute 

  a new burial ground and 

  a recreation ground for the children of the schools.  
 

Rev Julius now set to work to raise the necessary voluntary contributions, to get a scheme designed and to invite tenders from potential contractors to 
undertake the work. 

 
The initial estimate for the total cost of the Institute Building was £606. £400 was made available from the Schroder Trust on condition that £200 was raised 
by voluntary subscriptions.  Henry had no doubt that this money could be raised and in order to commence building he gave the scheme his personal 
guarantee.    
 
The building had a large room, 27 ft. x 17 ft., a bar room where provisions were sold, a small library, a reading room, 17ft. x 17ft., a kitchen, two rooms for 
games, one of which was to be allocated for use by boys under 15, and two bedrooms for resident staff.  The reading room served a double purpose, and 
became known as the Church Room. 
 
The Institute, picture overleaf, was opened in January 1881 and more than 200 people attended the opening ceremony 



 
 
Henry Julius addressing the gathering said: 
 
‘The day would be one which would never be forgotten in the annals of Wrecclesham, that a means was provided by the Institute for young men to carry 
on their education and for older men to keep up their knowledge and that for generations there might be in that Institute the means of social intercourse 
and friendship and happiness.’ 

 
The final cost exceeded the estimate and was eventually reported as being £777.   To which Rev. Julius himself contributed £211 and Richard Mason 
generously donated the land. The Wrecclesham Schroder Trust who had contributed £400 became the owner of the Institute and undertook its overall 
management.   
 
 Although there was a bar in the building, it was decided from the outset that it would only serve soft drinks. Henry Julius had already seen the building of 
the institute as being an important step in overcoming the undue influence of alcohol in the village.   
 



Indeed, in presenting his case to the Charity Commission Henry had commented:   
 
‘There are 60 houses in the village served by five1 public houses and there is no refuge from the evil associated with them.’ 
 
The initial subscription to belong to the institute was 4d. a month, or 1/- a quarter.   
There was no lack of interest in joining and 90 members joined on the opening day, which was sure evidence of the need for the facility. 
   
Unsurprisingly, the Institute did not remain a temperance facility for long and, in 1882; it registered as a Working Men’s Club, thus adding to the number of 
drinking establishments in the village.  Initially only beer was sold, at the price of 2d a pint!   
 
The Trust Minutes record that a later proposal that the institute should sell wines, spirits and tobacco was defeated, albeit it was resolved to sell cigars. 
 
For nearly 130 years the Institute was to serve as a valuable centre for social activities in the village.  Regular lectures were held, as well as singing and 
entertainment.  On the educational front, the school was used not only for Sunday school but also for a night school.  It had its own cricket team, even 
before a rival team in the village, based on the Bear and Ragged Staff, was formed and it became the home and practice centre for the very successful 
Wrecclesham Brass Band. 
Over these years the involvement of the Working Men’s Club grew and it provided a small rental income which provided some funds for the Schroder Trust 
to undertake its charitable work for the poor.  The community continued to make use of the building for social and educational purposes well into the 20th 
Century.   
 
When the new school on School Hill had problems with subsidence in the early 20th Century some of the infant classes were transferred to the Church 
Room in the Community Centre.  Things became so difficult at the School at this time that some Classes were even held in the Bear and Ragged Staff Public 
House!!  However the Trust was at about this time expressing concern about the use of the dedicated Church room and gradually this became absorbed 
into the overall facilities of the club. 
 
Throughout the 20th Century the use of the facilities by the Working Men’s Club was gradually becoming more dominant and the Schroder Trust as owners, 
facing increasing costs in the maintenance of the building, felt that a more reasonable rent should be expected from them.  
 
 In the late 1980’s Rev Harry Dickens, as Chairman of the Schroder Trust, negotiated a significantly increased rent which enabled the Trust to undertake 
more of its charitable work in providing support to the poor of the Parish.   
 

                                                           
 



 
By the turn of the 20th century, use of the facilities was on the decline and in 2008, like many Working Men’s Clubs, the Wrecclesham Club ran into financial 
difficulties and could not keep up with its rent. By this time the building was beginning to show its age.  The Schroder Trust decided therefore to sell the 
Institute Building, which was in need of substantial and costly renovation, and to reinvest the money in a light industrial building in Fleet which would 
produce a better income for them to continue its charitable work. 
 
The Building was sold and in 2013 Planning Permission was given for change of use, but retaining at least the facade of the existing building, to provide 9 
high quality apartments.  
 
One hundred and fifty years on, the Wrecclesham Schroder Trust is stronger than ever.  From its original gift of £3,200, having sold the institute, which had 
outlived its original purpose, the Trust now has assets of over £300,000, which enables it to continue to fulfil the original purpose of its benefactress in 
helping the needy in the village. 
 
The building now substantially renovated but, retaining its appearance, is providing welcome if somewhat exclusive residential accommodation and a 
general improvement to the environment and outlook from School Hill.  The building is now occupied ad has been given the name of Cavendish Place.   
 

 
 

Cavendish Place 


