
1. WRECCLESHAM CEMETERIES 

There are four locations in Wrecclesham in which interment can take place these are: 

  The St Peter’s Churchyard 

  The School Hill Cemetery 

  The Garden of Remembrance at St Peter’s Church      

               and   The Green Lane Cemetery 

 

THE ST PETER’S CHURCHYARD 

This is the land surrounding St Peter’s Church.  This land, understood to be ½ of an acre in size, was part of the land 

gifted by William Pinke Paine, on which the first St Peter’s Church was built in 1840.   Although shallow graves of 14th 

Century, Black Death victims had been found beneath the porch when the Church was being built, official burials did 

not commence in the churchyard until October 1840. The first of these burials was of a small child, 5 year old Mary 

Chennel, who lived in the Hatches.  She was buried by the first Perpetual Curate of Wrecclesham, Rev. Robert Durant 

Buttemer.  Rev Buttemer was no stranger to grief, as he had lost his own son Robert, in 1937, who had died in 

Godalming aged 1 month, when Buttemer was the Curate the Church of St Peter and Paul.  It is suggested that this 

sad loss was one of the reasons why Buttemer did 

not last very long in Wrecclesham.  Although, 

Buttemer’s wife, Mary, had a further 5 children 

while living in the Old Vicarage, the family’s 

fortunes did not improve when, in 1846, he moved 

to St Mary’s Church, Easton, in the Itchen Valley, 

near Winchester.  Between 1848 and 1852 the 

Buttemer’s had 14 children of whom 7 died, six of 

these deaths occurring during his time as Rector of 

Easton.  

This sad image of family bereavement was not 

untypical of the circumstances of life in Victorian 

times.  The Churchyard at Wrecclesham during the 

period 1840 -1886 witnessed 873 burials.  Sadly 

384 of those burials, or 44% of all those buried in Wrecclesham Graveyard in the 46 years that it was in use, were for 

children under 10.  Although there was a high proportion of under 10’s there were a number of people, especially 

women, who lived to an advanced age. The last burial in the St Peter’s Graveyard took place on 29th September 

1886,  and  was of a lady called Hannah Grover, aged 91.  Hannah had two unique records.  She was the first 

occupant of the Knights Almshouses when it opened in 1861, and the last person to be buried in the churchyard 

when it closed in 1886.  The second vicar of St Peter’s who served the Parish for 40 years, Rev. Henry Richard Julius, 

conducted nearly half of these burials, a total of 426.  The closure of the Church Yard coincided with the retirement 

of ‘Old Julius,’ as he was then popularly known, and the arrival of his replacement Rev. Leonard Burrows.  Burrows 

conducted the last burial in the Churchyard, that of Hannah Grover, but he did not last long in Wrecclesham. He was 

destined for higher honours, eventually becoming Bishop of Sheffield. 

There are two family vaults in this Churchyard, in land, alongside Beales Lane and to the north of the church.  One of 
these is the Julius Vault, which was built at the time of the death of Henry’s daughter Madeline, who died of typhoid at 
the tender age of 14 in 1870, alongside his niece who also succumbed to this disease while staying in Wrecclesham 
Vicarage at this time. Two spaces remain unoccupied in that tomb. It may be wondered why Henry was not himself 
buried in the Julius family tomb alongside St. Peter’s Church.  , However, it was willed otherwise by his family and his 
funeral took place, in 1891, at the Church of St John the Evangelist, in Redhill, where he and his wife, Mary, are both 
buried.  The other vault In the Old Churchyard was built in 1860 for Charles Knight, a wealthy hop farmer, who lived at 
Runwick House, in whose memory the Almshouses in the Street were built, and who was a great activist and benefactor 



of St Peter’s Church.  Also in that vault was his wife Elizabeth who died in 1879.   There is said to be a third family vault 
which was established by the Ward family from Willey Place.  However it has not been possible to find any records of its 
position in the graveyard. 

In the 1950’s a small portion of the Churchyard was taken to allow the Leverton Hall to be built in order to replace 

the earlier Parish Hall in Wrecclesham Road.  This required a number of grave stones to be moved and replaced 

elsewhere in the surrounds to the Church.  

 It takes some degree of imagination to realise how, in this relatively small area of land, 873 bodies could be buried.   

There are today relatively few graves that can be identified from their memorial stones.  There is no known record of 

the location of graves and the ravages of weather have worn down the softer stones. There are still a few that can 

be identified and it is felt important that a record should be made of these inscriptions.   

THE SCHOOL HILL CEMETERY. 

 Henry Julius must have been well aware of the pressures on burial space as, for some time before he retired, he had 

been negotiating for additional land to be provided on the opposite side of the road, then known as School Hill, but 

previously known as Clay Hill.  Julius, who was a great ‘wheeler dealer’, had negotiated with a gentleman called 

Richard Mason, later to become the Town Clerk of Farnham, for the purchase of the 2 acres of land, known as 

Sandrock Field, for the triple purpose of providing a site for the new Wrecclesham Institute, for an additional burial 

ground and with the balance to be used by the children of Wrecclesham for recreation.  There was no recreation 

ground in Wrecclesham at this time.  The price asked for the land was £315 and it was considered that one acre, to 

cost £175, would be sufficient for the new burial ground.  In the event in 1880 the whole of the land was gifted to 

the village by Richard Mason at no cost.   The School Hill Cemetery came into use in 1886 during the incumbency of 

Rev. Leonard Burrows.   

 

In 1923 the War Memorial was added, during the incumbency of Rev. Charles Keable, who with his wife is also 

buried in the Cemetery.  It is of interest that in the photograph, shown overleaf, there is an iron fence running down 

the centre which marked the space made available for recreation.  This was prior to the provision of a Recreation 

Ground in the village.  This fence was to remain in position until removed and the Cemetery enlarged to cover the 

whole area. 

 



 

 

The fence was at this time replaced along the southern boundary of the Cemetery to form the boundary between 

the Cemetery and the footpath that was created to provide access for children from the village to access the new St 

Peter’s School, which was opened in Little Green Lane in 1909.  Sadly the fence has subsequently been removed or 

demolished. The only other significant change to the Cemetery took place in 1969-70 when School Hill was widened, 

which required several graves to be relocated and the rebuilding of the attractive stone wall. 

 

The Cemetery is still in use and there is space available for more burials.  There is a good record of the graves, albeit 

some are regrettably overgrown and are indecipherable.  

 

 



 

THE ST PETER’S GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE. 

In the early 19th Century Cremation was introduced in this country, and, sometime later, there became a need for a 

Garden of Remembrance to be provided at St Peter’s, for the burial of the ashes of those who had been cremated.  A 

small area of land was provided to the north of the Church and burial of remains have taken place there since 1986.  

It is a relatively unnoticed and unstated area and possibly might be thought to be more sensitively identified for its 

purpose.  To date there have been 156 interment of remains in this Garden. Many, but not all of these are recorded 

in an Illuminated book of Remembrance which is kept in a glass display case in the North Isle of St Peter’s Church. 

With a little effort and imagination it is thought that this area, seen below, could be made more attractive perhaps 

with modest low fencing, a sensitively designed notice that describes what it is, and perhaps a seat for quiet 

contemplation and prayer.  Perhaps a little design competition would produce a good answer. 

 

 

 

The records for both the School Lane Cemetery and the Garden of Remembrance are overseen by Mrs Wendy Coxell.  

Anyone with enquiries about the Cemetery or Garden of Remembrance should contact Wendy on 01252 721791. 

  



 

Green Lane Cemetery 

Green Lane Cemetery is owned and managed by Farnham Town Council. The Chapel and Cemetery were opened in 

1914. The cemetery site is impressive, with attractive views across Farnham towards the Castle and to the West.  The 

Chapel is itself a fine structure and when in use it could seat up to 80 people.  However it has had little use in recent 

years and has recently been sold by the Town Council with planning permission for residential development.  The 

permission to convert the Chapel provides for the following proposed accommodation, sitting room, kitchen/dining 

room and cloakroom on the ground floor and two bedrooms, a shower room and bathroom on the first floor. 

 

The cemetery itself is divided into six sections, catering  for different denominations, and there is a small children’s 

area and an area dedicated to the interment of cremated remains. 

 

 

There are several well known figures from Farnham’s past who are buried at the Green Lane Cemetery of whom the 

best known is George Sturt.  George Sturt, who was born in Farnham in 1863, was buried in the cemetery in 1927.  

George was a teacher and a writer and he wrote many books on  daily life in Farnham, including the ‘Wheelwright’s 



shop’, ‘Memoirs of a Surrey Labourer’ and ‘the Changing Village’. His father was a wheelwright in East Street, 

Farnham and George took over his shop when he died.  He later lived in the Bourne and also published several 

novels under the pseudonym of George Bourne.  To mark the 150th Anniversary of George Sturt’s birth, the Bourne 

Conservation Group recently recognised him by working with the Town Council to arrange for the restoration of the 

graves of George and his sisters, Mary and Susan.  Improved memorial stones have been provided for the graves and 

these were provided with sponsorship from funeral directors H.C Patrick of Farnham. 

 

 

Other slightly and less well known names of those buried in Green Lane Cemetery are the local architect Arthur J 

Stedman and Sir Robert Pringle, a Major General in the British Army.  He was in the army veterinary Corps and did 

much to improve military horse and dog conditions during World War 1. 

Computerised records of the Green Lane cemetery are kept at the Town Hall in South Street and these can be 

accessed at a small charge. ‘Members’ of our Project who may have relatives buried in Green Lane may also wish to 

ask Jenny Mukerji if she is able to assist them in their searches. 

 

 

 


