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WRECCLESHAM POST OFFICE 

The British Postal Service dates back to 1635 when King Charles I opened up his private, royal mail, for public use and 
the Post Office was granted its Royal Charter.   While postal services are known to have existed in Farnham in the 
late 16th Century, it was not until the introduction of the ‘Penny Post’ in 1840 that a formal postal service emerged in 
the Farnham area.  Prior to that most deliveries of letters were carried by the horse drawn  coaches that plied 
between London and the south coast towns such as Southampton, Portsmouth and Chichester, many of which called 
in at Farnham hostelries such as the Bush, the Lion and Lamb and the Goat’s Head where stabling and the provision 
of horses was provided.  Farnham was licensed for postal services on 10th August 1844.   
 
At this time a sub post office was provided in Wrecclesham, covering the country districts to the south of the town.   
Sub post offices followed in other villages e.g. Rowledge, Frensham, Tilford, the Bourne, Bucks Horn Oak.  As time 
passed further sub post offices were opened in the Wrecclesham Parish at Shortheath, at the junction of Shortheath 
Road and Burnt Ash Lane, and at Boundstone, in Sandrock Hill.  
 
 Sub post offices had a contract with the GPO to provide services using their own premises and staff. Generally, sub-
postmasters receive a fixed payment which would be topped up by a variable payment based on the number of 
transactions they carry out.eg licences, savings.  Most sub postmasters run their post office business under the same 
roof as another retail business. In urban areas this is often a newsagent or stationery business.  In rural areas it is 
typically a village shop.  Wrecclesham Sub Post Office seems to have been somewhat more significant than many of 
the others as sorting was carried out in this post office and the postmen, who were contracted to the Farnham Post 
Office, would be responsible to the Wrecclesham Office for their deliveries and collections. 
 
The Attfield Family. 

For nearly 135 years the postal services in Wrecclesham were overseen by one family the Attfields.  The Attfield 

family was prominent in Farnham in the 18th and 19th Centuries.   In 1861 there were as many as 15 Attfield families 

in Farnham who, between them, made a significant contribution to Farnham business.  There are however few 

records of Artfield’s living in Farnham before the 18th Century.  The earliest recorded member of this family to live in 

Farnham is thought to have been Nathaniel Attfield, who is understood to have hailed from Cobham, and arrived in 

Farnham around the year 1700. Nathaniel, who died in 1758, had ten children.  Almost all of the later Attfield 

families in Farnham are thought to be the descendants of Nathaniel. 

Nathaniel had been a brewer and victualler in Chertsey, and many of the Attfield families in Farnham were to 

become victuallers, maltsters and brewers.  In 1734 Nathaniel had been gifted a hop ground, called Little Hook, by a 

gentleman from Badshot called James Lampard and, in the 1850’s, many of the Attfield family were connected with 

hops.  It was Frederick Watmore Attfield, himself a brewer, who was to be the first post master in Wrecclesham. 

Frederick was from the 4th Generation of Farnham Attfield’s.  Richard Attfield, his father, was Nathaniel’s Great 

Grandson.    His second given name was from his mother, Elizabeth, whose maiden name was Watmore.  Frederick’s 

father, Richard, had been a saddler and harness maker, living in Farnham, he had six children, 4 boys and 2 girls. 

Frederick, the youngest member of the family, was born in Farnham in 1809 and was baptised at St Andrews on 

23rdAugust 1809.  Richard’s eldest son, Thomas, followed his father into the trade of harness maker.  The other three 

boys went their separate ways, Nathaniel was a gamekeeper, George worked as an Inland Revenue clerk and 

Frederick, initially was a Publican, before becoming involved in the post office.  Frederick was passed fit to run a Post 

Office in Ash on 24th Apr 1844 while in residence at the Bear and Ragged Staff.  It is understood that he started the 

Wrecclesham Post Office c. 1855. 

 

At the age of 20 Frederick married a 17 year old Farnham girl called Eliza Turner, who had been born in 1812, the 

daughter of Thomas Turner and Ann Butt.  Their marriage took place at St Andrews Church on 31st May 1819.  They 

did not have to wait long for their first child, Ellen, to arrive as she was born on the 19th August that year. The 1841 

Census finds Frederick as a married man, living in Wrecclesham Street with his wife, Eliza, aged 38, and their 

daughter, Ellen aged 11.  Frederick is then working as the Publican of the Bear and Ragged Staff.   The couple were to 
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have three more children, Frederick in 1843, Emma in 1849 and Alice Maud in 1853.  Sadly their son, Frederick, died 

in 1845, aged 2.  He was buried at St Peters on 13th Sep 1845. 

 

It is understood that the first postal services were undertaken from the Bear and Ragged Staff.  In the 1851 Census 

the Attfield’s, are still living at the Bear and Ragged Staff.    Frederick aged 41 is again recorded as Publican and he is 

living with his wife Eliza, aged 38, and their daughter Elizabeth.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

An undated circle - UDC -from Wrecclesham Post Office in Aug 1844. 

 

By the time of the 1861 Census, Frederick and Eliza had left the Bear and Ragged Staff and are living at the Post 

Office in Wrecclesham Street with their two daughters Emma and Alice.   Frederick is still shown as being a Brewer.  

The Post Office was at this time on the north side of the Street, in one of what is now known as Post Office Cottages.  

The picture overleaf shows the four cottages.  It is not known which of the cottages was used as the Post Office but 

the sign, also shown overleaf, is above the cottage which is second from the left.  It was in Post Office Cottages that 

Frederick’s wife Eliza died on 4th January 1865. 

 

By 1871 Frederick had remarried.  He married a Wrecclesham girl, Mary Knight, who was 26 years his junior.   Mary 

at the time was living in Westminster and the marriage took place in the Church of St John’s the Evangelist at 

Waterloo in Lambeth.  The Wedding Certificate records Frederick’s occupation as Postmaster. 
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The 1881 Census shows Frederick to be the Wrecclesham Postmaster and Mary as a Dressmaker.  They are living 

with their 11 month old son Alfred.  By 1881 the couple had been joined by a second son, Richard Henry.  Both their 

sons are then at school. Frederick and Mary sadly had lost their second child, a daughter, Marion, who died in 1873 

aged 5 months.  Marion was buried in the Graveyard alongside St. Peter’s Church on 16th Jan 1873. 

 

 

 
 

Wrecclesham’s Postal Workforce c.18901 

 

. 

 

Post Office Cottages, Wrecclesham Street today. 

 

 
                                                           
1
 From right to left.  Richard Henry Attfield, his wife Elizabeth, and Richard’s brother Alfred. 
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Frederick died on 23 October 1885, aged 75, and he was buried in St Peter’s Graveyard.  The 1891 Census shows 

Frederick’s widow, Mary Attfield, aged 56, to be Head of Household with an occupation of both Postmistress and 

Dressmaker.  She is living at the Post Office, Wrecclesham Street with her son Alfred, aged 20, now shown as a 

Postman, and their second son, Richard Henry who was apprentice to a wheelwright.  Also living with Mary is her 

sister Harriet. Five years later Mary died and was buried at St Peter’s on 3rd Mar 1896.   

 

From 1896 the responsibility for the post office was taken on by her younger son, Richard Henry Attfield, then aged 

23.  It would appear from the 1901 Census that he was both Wheelwright and Sub Postmaster. His elder brother 

Alfred remained as a Postman and, now married, was living at Hanley’s Cottage in the Middle Bourne.2  Although it is 

not evident from the 1901 Census, Richard Henry Attfield had been married in 1899, at St John the Evangelist 

Church, in Guildford, to Amy Elizabeth Owens, the 20 year old daughter of a licensed victualler. She does not seem to 

have been included in the 1901 Census.  By 1911 the couple are both resident at the Post Office in Wrecclesham 

Street and by this time they have had two children Frederick Watmore Attfield, born in 1901 and William Watmore 

Attfield, born in 1905.  The 1911 Census shows Richard Henry, aged 39, as being the Sub Postmaster, Wrecclesham 

Post Office and Elizabeth as his assistant. The Post Office records in 1930 and 1934 describe Richard as a Stationer.  

 

The Surrey Electoral Rolls show that Richard Henry was resident at the Post Office Wrecclesham until 1933.  He died, 

at the Post Office, on 21st March 1934 leaving £852 to his wife Elizabeth in his will.  The Post Office was then taken 

over by his wife Elizabeth who is described in the Post Office records as a tobacconist, which suggests that the Post 

Office shop provided more than postal services.  Elizabeth Attfield continued as Postmistress until 1958 when she 

was succeeded by their eldest son Frederick Watmore Attfield,  ‘the second’, who was Postmaster until his death in 

1974.  Both Frederick and William Watmore Attfield appear in Surrey Electoral Roll as living in the Post Office 

Wrecclesham until the outbreak of the Second World War.  Their mother, Elizabeth, died at St Luke’s Hospital, 

Guildford in 1863. In her will she left more than £2079. It is not known exactly when, but at some time during the 

Attfields tenure the Post Office had moved across the street, to No 9 the Street in the attractive little building which 

appears in the picture below, where it remained until 1996.   

 

 
 

Wrecclesham Post Office at No 9 The Street 

 

                                                           
2
 At the time Alfred was working at Frith End.  He undertook War service in 1914 and on his discharge, in 1918, he is recorded as 

living in Clay Lane, Wrecclesham and still working as a Postman, 
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The Terrills 

 

Early in the 1970’s the Wrecclesham Post Office was taken over by the Terrills.  Herbert Sidney Terrill , popularly 

known as ‘Terry’, and by his Postmen as  just ‘T’, became Postmaster and he took responsibility for sorting the post 

and at 6.45 am giving it to the postmen for delivery.   Helen was the Postmistress and served in the shop.  She dealt 

with such things as licences, postal and money orders, telegrams and the savings bank.  However she would also sell 

small items of stationery and handled the outgoing parcel service.  She was assisted for 12 years by Mrs Ann Payne.  

The shop occupied the front of the premises and the sorting was undertaken in the room to the rear of the shop.  

This was where the postmen came to collect their deliveries daily.  When Terry died arrangements for sorting the 

mail were transferred to the Farnham Post Office. Helen Terrill served as Postmistress for 25 years from 1971 to 

1996.  

 

Fortunately this period is within the living memory of some of our ‘members’.  John Winslade who worked as a 

postman in the early 1970’s recalls that there were 5 post men involved who covered the following rounds: 

 

  John Winslade  Upper Bourne 

  Reg Voller  Boundstone 

Les Griffiths  Bucks Horn Oak 

David Binfield  Echo Barn Lane 

Alan Weston  Relief Postman 

 

John recalls that these postmen shared the round in Wrecclesham Street. On weekdays their rounds would take 

from 6.45 a.m. to 10.00 a.m. with the afternoon round delivered at 1.30 p.m.  On Saturday there was only 1 delivery. 

 

Barry Eade, another of our ‘members’ , who is a distant relative of Frederick Watmore Attfield, was working for the 

Wrecclesham Post Office in the 80’s.He recalls that his father Stanley Eade was a telegram boy in 1934/35.  Barry 

himself was a postman at Wrecclesham Post Office in 1980/1981 and was responsible for delivering to Echo Barn 

Lane.  The others he recalls working with him at that time were Reg Voller, (Burnt Hill Round) Peter Voller (Bucks 

Horn Oak Round)  Heather Grimes (the Street Round).  Other Wrecclesham  ‘Posties’ he recalls are: Frank Rivers, 

Terry Cooper,  John Nash,  Nigel Toomer and Mrs. Apperley, whose husband was a PHG at Farnham. 

 

Peter Watkins recalls Frank Rivers who lived in Boundstone Cottages, Boundstone.  He had a side line in shoe repairs 

which he collected and delivered on his round.  Mr and Mrs Apperley lived at ‘FairView’ in the Street, just a few 

doors down from the Post Office. Peter also recalls that at Christmas time parcels were brought round in a horse box 

which was parked on a piece of rough ground in Pottery Lane and there was great anticipation among the very 

young (seldom fulfilled) on its appearance. 

 

During Helen’s tenure as Postmistress there were two attempted armed robberies – knife and shotguns.  The first 

was in 1971 the second in 1991. Despite a significant Police presence the thieves got away.  However Helen was 

praised for her work in foiling the robbers and for this she was awarded with a Certificate of Bravery by the Post 

Office which she collected at a ceremony in London, to which she was accompanied by her son.  

 

Helen Terrill remained as postmistress at the Wrecclesham Post Office until 18 Jan 1996 when the post office was 

moved into Forbuoys store at No. 3 School Hill.  The Post Office building at No 9 The Street has now been absorbed 

into the residential property.  The only reminder of its former use is a letter box which has been retained on the wall. 
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All that remains of the former Wrecclesham Post Office 

McColls/Forbouys 

 

In 1996 Mrs Anne Rowlands was appointed as sub postmistress and she remained in post for 14 years until she 

retired in 2010.  The Post Office Counter was then in a self-contained unit at the rear of the shop.   

 

On 7th July 2014 the new owners of the store, McColls, closed the Post Office Counter for refurbishment.  One week 

later, on 11 July, it was re-opened with the post office counter being incorporated into the counter at the front of 

the shop.  Although physically separate this allowed service at both the shop counter and the post office to be 

undertaken by whichever member of the shop staff who was working at the time.  There was no longer any security 

screen in front of the Post Office Counter, nor was there a dedicated Post Master/Mistress.   

 

 
 

Wrecclesham Post Office today. 

 

This was part of a Post Office policy designed to provide a more flexible arrangement for all its postal services.  For 

more detail of how the postal services are being transformed see www.royalmail.com/modernisation.  To put it 

kindly experience to date is that flexibility has not resulted in any improvement in the postal services in the 

Wrecclesham area. 
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Wrecclesham ‘s  Other Sub Post Offices 

 

There were two other sub post offices in the Wrecclesham Parish area.  These were at Boundstone and Shortheath. 

The Boundstone Post Office in Sandrock Hill was established in 1911.  It was established in a grocer’s shop which on 

the west side of Sandrock Hill Road.  In 1913 the Boundstone sub post master was John Henry Stonard, who is 

described in the Post Office Records  as Brick Maker, Lower Bourne and Grocer, Boundstone.  In 1924 the Sub Post 

Master was John Lewis Harmes, who is described as a Grocer.  The records show that E.M. Little was postmaster in 

1959 and in 1985 this role was taken over by Mr P.F. Granger.  This Post Office was closed  in April 2003 and after a 

short period as a Veterinary Surgeon the shop is now being  used as gentleman’s hairdresser. 

 

The Shortheath Sub Post Office was at 69 Shortheath Road on the corner with Burnt Hill Road, known as Burnt Hill 

Stores,.  This again was established in a general store.  The date of opening is recorded as 1940 when the store was 

known as  Stedman’s Stores and the Postmaster was registered as Mr Frank Wood. In 1955 Mr Wood. Junior was 

named as the Postmaster and it remained with the Wood family until 1967 when the business was sold to the 

Causton’s.  In 1970/71 the records suggest that the Postmaster was A.J.S Wheatley whose business is described as a 

Grocer and Post Office. In 1986 the records suggest the Sub Postmaster to be Mr Colin Causton.  The Post Office was 

closed in August 2006.  The shop is now housing the same Veterinary Practice that was earlier shown to be in 

Boundstone. 

 
Boundstone Post Office 

 

 
Shortheath Post Office 
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Directories and Postmarks 

 

Farnham Directories make interesting reading. The Directory for 1892, shows that bags were made up at Farnham 

Post Office, for Wrecclesham, at 6.00 a.m. each weekday.  In 1892 mails were despatched from Wrecclesham at 

11.35 am. and at 7.05 p.m.  At this time letters posted in London before 5.30 p.m. were delivered in the Farnham 

area by first post the following morning.  These make interesting comparison with today’s experience. Both 

collection and delivery of post may now occur at all times of the day. 

 

Postal historians are specially interest in the postmarks issued.  Overleaf is a selection of the Wrecclesham 

postmarks, collected by Roger Vaughan, the Secretary of the Surrey Postal History Group  covering the period 1886 

to 2009. Thanks are due to Roger Vaughan for his help in preparing this material.  He hopes to be present at our 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 
 

 


