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YOUTH  AND COMMUNITY CENTRES  

Introduction 

Over the past 200 years there have been numerous attempts to provide leisure opportunity in Wrecclesham 

for young people.  In Victorian times it was the Church which often took the lead in this provision.  As more 

and more schools were provided, work with young people naturally became an extension of the educational 

opportunity.  

The 20th Century witnessed a burgeoning in the formation of voluntary youth organisations, cubs/brownies, 

scouts/guides, boy’s brigades and in post war time’s cadet units for all three services.  It was in the post-

World War II period that public provision for youth began to emerge with the establishment of County Youth 

Services, normally as an extension of the County Council’s education responsibility.   

Nor should opportunities in sport be ignored as, with a decline in the provision of competitive sport in 

schools, many sport clubs would also provide opportunities for young people to learn and take part in their 

activities which, although usually specific, or limited to a single sport, provided many hours of valuable 

activity for teenage and younger age groups.  In short there was a significant growth in opportunities for 

young people to fill their leisure time. 

All of these opportunities had need for premises to undertake their work.  This witnessed the development 

of designated Youth Centres which were geared particularly to the provision of out of school activities for 

young people.  Initially many of these facilities would be independent from the school and not always 

provided by statutory authorities.   

In the second half of the 20th Century it was however quite usual for the Education Authority to provide 

separate accommodation for young people through the provision of ‘Youth’ Centres.   Later it became 

obvious that that this was an unduly expensive and inefficient way of providing and there was 

encouragement for multiple or dual use of these facilities, either by placing them within schools, or on 

educational sites, or by combining their use with other community activity to make more efficient of 

expensive real estate and manpower. 

In recent times financial restraints have seen a significant reduction in the provision by education authorities 

in youth service activity and the principle target for reduction has been in the employment of youth leaders.  

This Briefing Paper has attempted to identify what attempts have been made in Wrecclesham to provide 

facilities for youth and community activities.  It has not proved possible to give detailed information on the 

programmes of activity that have occupied premises.  What it has identified is that it is often the individual 

‘leader’ who has made the difference and has brought these facilities to life for the young people thus 

contributing to their development and well-being. 

Early Youth Activity 

It wasn’t until the middle years of the 19th Century that either a Church or School were provided  in 

Wrecclesham.  It is no coincidence that it was the Church which was the prime mover in providing more 

opportunity for young people.  Earlier Briefing Papers have detailed the development in the Village of both 

Church and School.  As the Church and School were built alongside, and owed their existence to each other, 

it is hardly surprising that they had a close involvement with young people in the Victorian period.  The 
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principal objective of the Church was of course not in promoting leisure activity but it is inevitable that, while 

having an evangelical motive, wider opportunities were embraced. 

In comparison with modern times Sunday school was a powerful influence in village life.  Attendances were 

symbolic of this. A survey of attendances in Surrey Churches in 1851 showed that St Peter’s Sunday school 

was attracting a total of 172 children each Sunday, with classes held in both morning and afternoon.   The 

Official Parochial Register shows that on a typical Sunday in the early years of the 20th Century there were 

257 children attending St Peter’s School and 210 on the books of the Sunday school. 

Over these years the influence of the teachers and Church leaders was not confined to religious activities.  

The daughter of Rev. Henry Julius1, Florence, records that she: 

‘Began taking Sunday School very early in life, I at 7, and we had to be up at the Schools, half a 

mile away, quite by 9.  Kept for an hour, turned the children out for 10 minutes play, and then 

paraded them down to the church by 10.30.  The service lasted till about 12.30 but I never 

remember owning that it was too long.’ 2 

Henry Julius had nine daughters and they with their mother spent much time teaching the girls 

needlework, which it appears they sold locally at ‘sales of work’ to assist funding of school activities. 

The Wrecclesham Institute.  1881 

In the 1880s new facilities became available for Youth activities.  The Institute built in School Hill, 

opposite the Church, although intended for the whole community, included a room in the building 

specified as the Church room in which Sunday school was held.  Additionally there were two games 

rooms, one of which was assigned to boys, under 15.  Perhaps a sign of the times, there was no specific 

provision mentioned for girls in the description of the building’s content.   In his speech at the opening 

of the Institute Rev. Henry Julius announced: 

‘The day would never be forgotten in the annals of Wrecclesham that a means was provided by 

the Institute for young men to carry out their education and for older men to keep up their 

knowledge and that for generations to come there might be in that Institute a means of social 

intercourse and friendship and happiness.’  3  

It will be noted from the above that in Victorian times there was little consideration given to gender 

equality!! 

Apart from the members of the Julius family, the member of the church most noted for contributing to 

activity for young people of Wrecclesham was the Curate of Wrecclesham, Henry Snelling.  Having 

begun his working life as a grocer, he played an important part in the life of St Peter’s Church.  Initially 

he was an enthusiastic leader of the Sunday school.  He later gave up his grocery business to become a 

Lay Reader and, although his lack of education frustrated his ambition to be ordained as a Priest, in 

1901, after eighteen years of dedicated ministry, the Bishop of Guildford, George Sumner, 

recommended that he be appointed as a Curate of Wrecclesham, a position he held until his death.  

                                                           
1 the second vicar of Wrecclesham who served for 40 years from 1846 - 86 
2
 Florence Stevens. To the Vicarage Born 

3
 Surrey and Hants  News and Guildford Times. Jan 1881 
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In the early years of the 20th Century, Snelling was responsible for the small sister chapel in Boundstone 

and throughout the Parish he developed a reputation as a ‘Pied Piper’ for local children. 

86 children were registered with his catechism classes but his influence was wider than the scripture.  The 

records for use of the building refer to children’s tea parties and the introduction of a children’s choir.  

Henry’s activity led to the enlargement of the chapel building and the afternoon service for children at the 

time of its re-opening was attended by 85 youngsters.   

Nor was Rev Snelling’s activity restricted to the indoor halls.   Phil Harris recalls that there was place on the 

River Wey that was named Snelling’s Hole where Henry would teach youngsters to swim, and at which there 

was a diving board. 

In the period 1900 until his death, in1931, Henry Snelling maintained an interest in providing social activities 

for Wrecclesham youngsters.  In Jan 1915 the Surrey and Hants News reported that: 

‘Rev Snelling’s Club Rooms at his house at Wood View, Quennels Hill, were proving a 

boon to the young men of Wrecclesham.   Over 70 of Mr Snelling’s ‘boys’ were now 

serving in the Army or the Navy.  The rooms were also being used by the soldiers from 

the Devonshire Regiment who were billeted in the Village. 

By 22 Oct 1915 the same newspaper was reporting, in an item headed ‘Mr. Snelling’s Boys’, 

that: 

‘No fewer than 168 former members of the Reverend’s classes were now serving with 

the colours.  An indication of the extent to which the ‘call to serve’ has been answered 

is that, in the case of Mr Snelling’s Classes, there is only one member left!  The Revd. 

Gentleman maintains a constant correspondence with his club boys and has in his ‘club’ 

room a fine gallery of uniformed men.’ 

Later incumbents of St Peter’s Church have also encouraged youth activities.  Reference has 

been made in responses received from former residents that Rev Stephens would take his Choir 

Boys to play sport on the Recreation Ground and would run evening meetings in the ‘Nissan 

Hut’. In the early 1960’s the Church again was taking an initiative with the appointment of a 

Parish Youth Development Officer.  These initiatives will be mentioned later.  

Temporary Youth Centre Buildings. 

The 2 acres of land that was acquired in 1880 to build the Wrecclesham Institute had been 

kindly donated to the parish by Richard Mason. 4  It was intended that one third of this land 

would be taken for the Institute, one third would be for the provision of a new cemetery  and 

the remaining third was to be available for use by the youth of the village as a recreation ground 

and held thus until the need for an extension to the cemetery was required.   

Towards the end of the 19th Century the Church School, which had been built on School Hill in 

1860 was having considerable trouble with subsidence.   Children from the school had to use 

facilities nearby for their school classes.  The Church Room in the Institute and a room at the 

Bear and Ragged Staff public house were being used by some classes.   

                                                           
4
   Richard Mason was for many years Clerk to the Farnham Urban District Council. 
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At the time the school governors managed to acquire a temporary building, which it is 

understood formerly was a Nissan Hut, owned by the army.  This has been known locally as the 

‘Iron Hut’ and it was placed on the land, lying back from School Hill, just below the house known 

as the ‘Old Barn’.  There was an access along a small footpath which ran along  the boundary of 

the Old Barn. This land is now totally hidden from School Hill behind large Oak Trees, and the 

land on which the hut stood was a site which had been owned by the Diocese for the provision 

of a new Vicarage.  Part of this land was owned by the Regan family and they widened the 

access road from School Hill and built a house on it.  The Nissan Hut and the Regan’s house were 

eventually demolished and the area developed as a small council estate, called Rural Crest. 

 

Youth Club enjoying Breakfast in the Iron Hut. 

One other ‘Youth Centre’ that has been recorded in the village was situated on the south side of 

Woodcut Road, adjacent to the land where there has formerly been a Methodist Chapel.  

Several members of our Project recall having attended activities in this hall.  A number recall it 

being used for guides and brownies.  This facility is described in the publication ‘Life in the 

Village’ by Joyce Gunstone.5  She describes it as follows: 

‘In 1936 (approx.) a Youth Club was formed.  The first meetings were held in the Institute.  This 

was a great success and soon outgrew these premises. 

A large Army hut was obtained an was erected in the grounds of the Chapel.  A lot of hard work 

erecting this was done by the oys who worked in the building trade.  Our Leader was Mr Searle, 

fondly known to everyone as ‘Guv’. 

The Club was very popular not only with us who lived on Wrecclesham, but with members 

coming from all the villages around and Farnham.  It was open most evening with separate 

nights for bys who played billiards, table tennis, darts, cards etc.  They also had a football team.  

The girls did keep fit, country dancing etc.  Mrs Searle and Mrs Gardiner being the leaders. 

                                                           
5
 Life in the Village.  Wrecclesham – Late 1920’s-1930’s.  Joyce Gunstone. October 2004. 
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Saturday night was the night we all waited for – a Dance where we all met.  We had our own 

Dance Band comprised of club members who could play instruments, piano, saxophone, drums 

etc.  An Annual Dinner was held first in the Club but in later years, in the Village Hall. 

Mr Searle (Guv) was a wonderful leader, spending most of his free time with the Club.  He had a 

carriers business and his van was always available to take the football team to matches and 

indeed for anything else. 

Then came the war in 1939 and many of us joined the forces but we never forgot the Club.  The first place 

we made for when on leave on a Saturday was to the cub to meet others who were also on leave.’ 

Peter Watkins has produced this short note with a map showing the position of the youth centre building 

in Woodcut Road, on the corner with School Hill. 
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The Parish Hall 1925- 1972 

In 1925 a piece of land on Wrecclesham Road, just to the north of Clayton Hurst, which at the 

time was being used was the Wrecclesham Vicarage, was gifted to the Parish by a Mr Harry 

Wrightson, who lived in Hollis Wood, Wrecclesham.  Central in the village, the church decided to 

build a Parish Hall on this excellent site. Although the hall was known as the Parish Hall, and not 

the Village Hall, it genuinely provided a facility for the whole of the village.   It had been 

established by the church with Diocesan support as a facility to support the work of the Church 

in Wrecclesham. The building was estimated to have cost £2,000. Despite its designation as a 

Parish Hall, for more than 20 years, the hall provided a most valuable facility for both the church 

and the village.  The Hall was a significant facility with a main hall capable of seating 250, and a 

stage, well equipped with curtains and lighting for dramatic performances and concerts.  

Opening from the stage on either side were anti rooms that served both as dressing rooms, 

when the hall was used for performances, and at other times for smaller meeting rooms. This 

was all served by a kitchen and toilet facilities. 

Although not a Youth Centre it was used by young people.  During the day it was used by the Farnham 

College of Art.  At this time St Peter’s Church had formed the Young Communicants Guild . This was run by 

Mrs Ruby Coleman and was for boys and girls who had been confirmed.  In the winter months they met in 

the Parish Room in the Institute and in the summer in the Nissan Hut off School Hill.   

This group was active in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  There is a Press Cutting from the Herald in May 

1964 which provides a picture of 13 successful girls and boys who had achieved the Bronze Award of this 

scheme.  Several of these youngsters went on to achieve the Gold Award in 1968. 

The two photographs below, both taken outside the Parish Hall, show the Bronze award winners with Rev 

Charles Leverton in 1964.  The awards were presented by Mrs. Gordon Spencer, Assistant Director of the D 

of E Scheme, and the Gold Award winners with their leader Mrs. Ruby Coleman, together with the Head 

teacher of St Peters School, Mr Harold Bunting and the Head teacher of Weydon School, Mr. Albert Surman, 

who formed the Presentation Party. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award Winners 1968. 

L to R.   Pat Scott, Ann Eade (nee Hockey) ??, Mr. Bunting, Mrs. Colemen, Mr. Albert  Surman, Sue Attfield (nee Sheldon) Anne Ambrose (nee 

Brown) 

For nearly 50 years the Parish hall provided excellent facilities for the village, especially throughout World 

War 2.  Regrettably, in the latter years of the 1960’s, the Church decided that it could not afford the deficit 

that it created and decided to sell the site for development and build a new hall, now known as the Leverton 

Hall 6, behind the church.  This decision was much regretted in the village and the Town Council was 

prepared to take the building on as serving a most useful local service.  However as the Church was insisting 

on providing another hall alongside the Church they stated that they : 

         ‘ Did not think there was a need for two halls in the village.’ 

It is of relevance that in the discussion on the hall closure it was suggested that : 

‘some of the reduction in use may have been attributable to the opening of a Youth Centre in Greenfield 

Road.’ 

The Leverton Hall 1972. 

In 1972 this replacement hall was built behind the Church at a total cost of £6,740.  This hall contained a 

main room, 23ft x 44ft subdivided by a sliding screen. It is possible to seat 64 people in 8 tables of 8, or 80 

people without tables. The hall is still in use to this day and provides facilities for a range of activities.  In 

respect of young people Reg Skeet record that at the outset under Rev Harry Dickens guidance, Tony 

Bravery, Reg Skeet and their respective wives formed the ‘Petes Club’ which embraced both Church and 

those that did not attend church.  This group met in the Leverton Hall and filled the gap when the Youth 

Centre was either without a leader or closed completely.  This effort lasted for 2 -3 years but eventually 

folded.   More recently various attempts have been made to cater for young people, mainly prompted by 

parishioners who were parents.  The most recent has been a group known as SOS – School on Sundays – This 

group was popular while the young people who were of somewhat similar age and were still at school, but 

tended to fold as they all disappeared into higher education. 

                                                           
6
 The Hall is called the Leverton Hall in memory of the Vicar of Wrecclesham at this time who was Rev. Charles Leverton 
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In recent times Junior Church has catered mainly for the very young children but there has been very little 

provision for teenagers.  The Leverton Hall has however been widely used for yoga, mother and toddler 

classes, the Over 50 Group, the Wrecclesham History Project and for the local Guides, Rainbows and 

Brownies.   Karate, Zumba have come and gone.  However the hall has been useful for staff training of the 

adjacent Ashton Manor Nursing Home.  In the past year or so use has slightly tailed away, but it still provides 

a useful adjunct to the church and provides excellent facilities for church led events, and for refreshments 

after services. The surplus income has been beneficial to church finances. 

 

Leverton Hall Interior 

Wrecclesham Community Centre.  1964    

The most significant of the various Centres provided for young people is that in Greenfield Road.    This 

Centre had originally been provided by Surrey County Council as a Youth Centre.  It occupied a small corner 

of land (0.49 acre) and a frontage on Greenfield Road of 190 ft., land which was owned by the County 

Council and was taken from the Weydon Secondary School playing fields.  The facility provided was a 

substantial brick building with a main hall, small hall, office and toilet accommodation.  The building was of 

insufficient size to accommodate other than small scale indoor activities, e.g. table tennis, boxing, judo, keep 

fit, dancing etc.  There was also a substantial basement area which is used by the Farnham Model Railway 

Club.  Initially the Farnham Town Band used the hall as a rehearsal room.  However there was insufficient 

safe storage for their instruments which led to them seeking alternative accommodation. Outside was a hard 

surfaced playground capable of being used for basketball, netball and five a side football. 

Although provided as part of the Surrey County Youth Service it was determined that the management of 

the facility would be delegated to a local committee.  Some support was available from the County Council 

through Youth Leaders who had a wider responsibility for youth work in the Farnham area.  

 A Trust Deed between the Surrey County Council and the Farnham Urban District Council, and by under 

lease, to the Chairman and Trustees of the Farnham and District Youth Committee, in December 1964, 

conveyed the premises to a Management Committee of local people who were to provide general 

management and control of the affairs of the premises for 30 years. 
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Through this Deed the Trustees were required to use the premises: 

‘for the purpose of helping and educating girls and boys through their leisure time activities so as to 

develop their physical, mental and spiritual capacities that they may grow to full maturity as 

individuals and members of society and that their conditions of life may be improved and in particular 

for the benefit of children and young persons within the area of the Urban District of Farnham in the 

County of Surrey by the provision of facilities for social and physical training.’ 

In March 1965 a Charity known as Wrecclesham Youth Centre was registered by the Charity Commission.7 

Wrecclesham Youth Centre became one of the Centres provided by the County which were managed in 

partnership with the local community.  From the time of its formation the Committee was responsible for 

letting the facilities to local organisations.  At this time there was a degree of oversight by the Surrey County 

Youth Service and the County provided funds for the employment of a Neighbourhood Youth Leader.   Very 

little information has been found about the early years of use of the Centre.  It is understood that the Youth 

Leader, Jean Tassinari, organised open evenings on two evenings a week.  The centre had a table tennis 

table, a pool table and a dart board and additionally a music centre and a collection of card and board 

games.   These provided casual activity for those who attended.  There was also considerable use at this time 

by clubs and organisations who hired the facility.  These included a boxing club, a karate club and the model 

railway club.   However one of the principle users of the facility in this period were mother and toddler 

groups who met in the centre each morning.   

The Centre management committee was drawn from local individuals and organisations who were assisted 

by the Youth Leader. These included officers and members of the Town Council, representatives of St Peter’s 

Church and of clubs and organisations using the hall.  As might be expected finances were fully stretched and 

some subsidy was provided by the County Council, who met the salary of the Neighbourhood Youth Leader 

and paid grant of 30% of the cost of providing services and cleaning.  The County additionally undertook to 

pay any shortfall in income from use of the hall. 

The County Council decided in 1998 to withdraw their financial support and as a consequence the 

Committee agreed in July 1998 that ‘without a known commitment of funding the Centre could not 

continue’.  In fact by this time the Centre had been operating for 34 years, well beyond the 30 year lease 

that had been granted in 1964. The Centre closed its doors on 31st December 1998. 

Fortunately local people stepped in and, in Feb 1999, a new Management Committee was established.  The 

committee decided to follow the pattern of activity identified in the original Trust Deed with the principal 

objective of: 

‘Committing the property to be used for the purpose of helping and educating girls and boys through their 

leisure time activities.’ 

18 individuals were appointed to the committee who were representative of local authorities, local 

organisations and interested individuals.  By this time new local authorities had been established 8and 

Waverley Borough Council had taken over some of the responsibilities of Farnham Urban District Council.  

                                                           
7
 Attempts to renew the Charitable Status by the new Management Committee were unsuccessful and this lapsed in 

1999. 
8
 Local Government Re-organisation had taken place in 1974.   



~ 10 ~ 
 

However, the focus of the Centre remained essentially unchanged.  Initially there was no specific authority 

for Farnham but, as a town with a population over 30,000, a new authority Farnham was established in 1984 

when consent was granted to create Farnham Parish Council.    The new authority, wishing to distinguish 

itself from the surrounding villages that could appoint ‘Parish’ councils, chose to call itself ‘Farnham Town 

Council’ and some of the assets and responsibilities held by the District Council were returned to local level.   

This re-organisation did not affect the ownership and responsibility of the County Council for the Youth 

Centre albeit by this time the County Council, as the freeholder of the land and building , was not 

significantly involved in the management of local youth Centres.  However the head lease holder of the 

Centre was now the Farnham Town Council. 

The early activity of the Management Committee had several important strands: 

 Re-establishing the pattern of Youth Activity 

 Maintenance and enhancement of the building which by this time was 35 years old. 

 Increasing the letting income to enable the Centre’s running costs to be met. 

Youth Activity.  To assist in re-establishing the pattern of youth activity the Committee was helped by the 

decision of St Peter’s Church to fund the appointment of Part Time Parish Youth Worker.  Fiona Jackson. 

Fiona established two Groups on Monday evenings from 7 pm – 9 pm and on Wednesday from 6.30pm – 

8.30pm.  Reporting on this activity in 2001 Fiona said that: 

The Junior Group was the most successful with attendance averaging around 15-20.  The Senior Group was 

less successful and there were a number of disciplinary issues with a few members intent on disrupting the 

sessions. Altogether it was a pretty challenging experience.  However she reported on the attendance of 

the club at the Mayor’s challenge where ‘the 11+ team won 16 trophies and were overall winners out of 

200 others’. 9 

Additionally to the sessions organised by the Management Committee, on Thursday night the Centre was 

being used by the Farnham Christian Youth Initiative and some joint activity was being organised for both 

groups at Farnham Sports Centre. At this time some additional casual assistance was being paid for, which 

was significantly supplemented by voluntary workers. 

Building Maintenance.  The deterioration of the building was giving the Management Committee concern 

and the ‘Ellis’ partnership of Roger, who was Chairman, and Christopher, who was Treasurer, opened 

discussions with the Town Council, who now held the lease for the property, about a programme of 

improvements.  There were particular problems with the flat roof of the youth centre and other areas, e.g. 

kitchen, central heating, toilets, hall floor etc.  The Centre had a very  tired appearance which was making it 

difficult to  attract additional users. 

Letting Income.   To meet the costs of modest staffing, rent and maintenance etc. there was continuing 

need to attract additional users.  There were a number of organisations hiring the building already, e.g 

Mother’s and Toddlers, Boxing , and Karate Clubs, Yoga Classes and the Farnham Model Railway Club.  The 

Centre was also being used by the Borough Council as a Polling Station for elections that occurred from time 

to time.  However without improving the facilities it was felt unlikely that additional users would be 

attracted. 

                                                           
9
 An email from Fiona Jackson to Wendy Coxell, included as an appendix,  gives more detail of the work she undertook 
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The Building Project.  In the light of the various concerns expressed above , Roger and Christopher Ellis 

pressed forward with positive proposals for the improvement of the building.  These included: 

   Providing a new floor for the main hall 

   Refurbishing the toilet accommodation 

   Refurbishing the kitchen and kitchen equipment 

   Interior decoration and new signage 

  Provision of car park and ramped access. 

Raising the funds.   

 

Surrey County Council was clearly anxious to offload the Centre and following discussion by the ‘Ellis’ 

partnership with Sir Ray Tindle, the owner of Farnham Herald, the Centre was purchased by Sir Ray.  The 

idea was that if part of the site could be sold for housing, sufficient funds would become available to enable 

the refurbishment of the Centre itself. 

 

Several attempts were made in the period 2001 – 2003 to obtain planning permission for the use of the 

open area to the west of the site for housing.  Eventually, in 2003, planning permission was granted for 4 

modest houses and the site was purchased by Fleet Homes, which enabled the Centre to reimburse Tindle 

Newspapers and to provide a balance of £25,000 towards the cost of the additional work required. 

 

In September 2005 the premises were to be handed over to Farnham Town Council who were to provide a 

21 year lease to the Management Committee. 

 

By August 2006 £40,000 had been raised from the following organisations: 

 

   Tindle Newpapers    £25,000 

   Cllr. David Munro      £3,50010 

  Cllr Pat Frost       £1,50011 

  Farnham Institute Charity     £5,000 

   Wrecclesham Schroder Trust          £2,000 

  Farnham Lions                      £1,000 

 

At that time there was still a shortfall of nearly £9,000 and further expenditure likely of over £30,000 .  The 

Centre re-opened in 2006. 

 

Farnham Town Council, who had granted the Management Committee a new lease, agreed to accept all the 

outstanding financial commitments, plus any future costs relating to the building works still to be completed. 

Among these was a proposal to replace the existing flat roof with a pitched roof and to provide an extension 

to the main hall which has provided a much needed and spacious storage area, durable flooring; modern 

toilet facilities; advanced security systems and furniture.     

 

                                                           
10

    Surrey County Council  Member’s Grants 
11

        “  “  “ “ 
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In Jan 2014 Planning permission was granted for this work and by May 2014 the extensive work was 

completed at a capital cost of nearly £100,000.  The work was funded by the Town Council with grants from 

the SITA Trust , the Veolia Environmental Trust, Farnham Town Council and Surrey County Council.  

. 

The newly enhanced Centre was opened by the local MP Jeremy Hunt t who said that the  ‘refurbishment 

was ‘a result of a great coming together of the Farnham community across a spectrum of private, public 

and charitable organisations.’ 

 

The newly refurbished Centre has now been functioning for 12 years.  There is insufficient space to describe 

all the work that has been achieved.   Users have come and gone.  A number of new uses have been found.  

Farnham Town Council through their Town Clerks and Members have been most supportive but they apply a 

significant rent for the premises that the Management Committee has to raise, and finances, like those of 

many other similar ventures,  still give cause for concern. 

 
Wrecclesham Community Centre following Re-roofing

 
Wrecclesham History Project meeting at Community Centre 
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Commenting in a Press Statement. Farnham Town Council said of the Centre 

‘Four months after reopening its doors for business after the completion of the latest stage of its refurbishment and 

makeover, Wrecclesham Community Centre is buzzing. 

A varied programme packed full with classes and activities is now on offer to the local community. There are 

opportunities for people returning to work to brush up on their IT skills as well as IT classes aimed at people aged 

over 50. For those who like to be a little more active, Farnham dance offers ballet and tap classes plus there is yoga 

and gentle exercise sessions. 

‘Surestart’ provides support for families, and young people are occupied by the weekly youth club. The Centre is a 

great focal point for social activities offering coffee drop ins and serving as the headquarters for the Farnham and 

District Model Railway Club. 

Farnham Citizens Advice Bureau and Grace Baptist Church also make good use of the facilities. For the first time since 

completion of the refurbishment, Surrey County Council recently held its Local Committee at the Centre.’ 
 

 

Chairman Christopher Ellis says: “We are delighted with the new-look Centre which is attracting a lot of interest and 

is now offering a wide range of activities for the benefit of the local community. We recently held our first wedding 

reception and look forward to being the venue of choice for many more couples.”
12

 

 

The Management Committee of the Centre has been remarkably stable over this period.  Roger Ellis is no 

longer Chairman, but his place has been taken by his name sake, Christopher.  A number of individuals, e.g. 

Reg and Ivy Skeet have been involved throughout this time.  Reg now Treasurer has the task of balancing the 

books.  Ivy who was a principal user in the early days contributes in so many ways.  Sue Weston who was for 

many years the Secretary to the Management Committee was until recently ‘the guardian of the keys’.  All of 

these voluntary jobs have contributed to the running of the Centre, but as is the case with many 

organisations they are ready to take a rest, and look, largely in vain, for someone to step forward to replace 

them. 

 

Uniformed Organisations. 

 

There has been something of a revival in the Guides, Rainbows and Brownies who regularly use the Leverton 

Hall.   The Wrecclesham Scout Troop was also revived and it was delightful to see all these well represented 

at the Armistice Day Celebrations last November.  

 

It is important to note that Wrecclesham Girl Guides was founded on 23 June 1918 and celebrated their 

100th Birthday with afternoon tea on 23 June 2018 at 2.30 – 4pm in the church. They would love to hear 

from any members of the Wrecclesham History Project who are past Wrecclesham Girl Guides – especially if 

they have any photographs or items we can borrow for a display. Please get in touch and come alone on 23 

June. RSVP to: wreccleshamguides100@gmail.com 

 

                                                           
12

 Farnham Town Council Press Release. April 2015. 
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Youth Sporting Opportunities 

The three Sports Clubs associated with the Recreation Ground have in the past paid considerable attention 

to their youth sections.  Wrecclesham Youth Cricket was once a leading light in the Local Two Counties 

League.  It was from this source that the Thorpe brothers emerged, Graham going on to play with distinction 

for England and his two brothers have been main stays of Farnham sides in recent years.  Much of the 

impetus behind the youth section was from their father Geoff Thorpe.  Wrecclesham Cricket has been going 

through a period of decline and little youth cricket is now played in the village.  The most active youth cricket 

is now played in Rowledge, where the youth section of the cricket club boasts 300 members, and enter  an 

Under 9 side , 3 Under 11 sides, 2 under 15 side and under 18 side in the boys com petitions and 3 girls sides, 

under 10, under 11 and under 14.  It is a sad reflection that Rowledge Youth Cricket started some 30 years 

ago when their Club Treasurer complained that her son had to play in Wrecclesham.  Many Wrecclesham 

Boys get their cricket now in Rowledge. 

There is little Youth Football played at the Rec these days.  However from 2019 Badshot Lea will be playing 

at the adjacent grounds, formerly used by the Farnham Rugby Club and they have an extensive Youth 

Section.  As part of their re-development the club has invested heavily in Junior football pitches and it is 

suggested that the opportunities for Wrecclesham boys to play youth football will be considerably enhanced 

when the ‘Baggies’ begin playing in the village. 

 

Development Work at the former Rugby Club Ground by Badshot Lea Football Club 

Wrecclesham has now lost the Youth Rugby that was associated with Farnham Rugby Club, which has moved 

to improved facilities at Monkton Lane.  It will be recalled that from the Wrecclesham ground emerged a 

number of first class rugby players including Jonny Underwood, who played with distinction for England. 
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The only resident Wrecclesham Club continuing to encourage Youth activity is the Wrecclesham Tennis Club 

which has a flourishing junior section. 

Weydon School 

While referring to Youth Sporting activities and opportunities the new Sporting Facilities at Weydon School 

must be included.  The recent improvements at their Sports Hall and the addition of two 4G artificial turf 

football/hockey pitches, an athletics strip and a floodlit multi games area make Weydon one of the best 

provided school sporting facilities in the county.  These facilities are all managed to be available for hire 

throughout the week. 

 

One of Weydon School’s new artificial Turf Pitches 

 

Floodlit Artificial Play Area Weydon School 
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Appendix 1.  Email from Fiona Jackson 

 

From: Fiona Jackson <fiona.jackson.ywt@gmail.com> 

To: Wendy Coxell <wcoxell@yahoo.co.uk> 

Sent:  Friday ,  1   June   2018   19 : 54 : 18 

Subject: Re: Youth 

 

There are not any photos I'm afraid .... it was all pre websites and the instagrams of today. 

St Peters PCC employed me in 1995 to run the youth groups. 

Monday Night for 14 years plus at the Leverton Hall - generic youth club which was mainly outreach 

to Wrecclesham’s young people - we also had termly outings and these included - Pool competition 

run by Surrey Association of Youth Clubs, Festival of Youth also run by SAYC (out in Holmbury St 

Mary), Coral Reef in Bracknell, Farnham Sports Centre - we also did the walk to Guildford Cathedral 

one Easter, plus a night hike to Alice Holt and then slept in The Leverton Hall. 

Wednesday after school for years 5-6 - Pathfinders at St.Peters School - this was art and craft - 

loosely based around Bible stories. 

Sunday morning for 3 mornings and then Sunday evenings on Family Service days - this was also 

Pathfinders but at Leverton Hall. 

Things changed about 1997/8 - my mum died and I needed to be with dad more and also Terry 

could no longer get home to have the girls on a Wednesday afternoon. Also SCC closed the Youth 

Centre. The group on a Monday night had become very large due to the fact that under 14's had 

insisted on attending and it was easier to let them in than keep them out! 

So ...... we moved to Wrecclesham Youth Centre as it was then .... Monday Nights were still for the 

older group and there was a new group on a Wednesday night for 11-14 years - both groups were 

very popular. Julie Blackadder was also employed to help me on a Wednesday. 

I was still doing a Sunday morning group but not as a paid youth worker - it was during this time we 

had St.Peters first (and only) residential weekend at Felbury House in Holmbury St Mary. 

Zora Bransbury Williams and John Arbury ran a football team for the pathfinders too. 

People who helped me (in no particular order) 

John Arbury 

Wendy and Gary Coxell 

Reg and Ivy Skeet 

Christopher Ellis 

Roger Ellis 

Stuart Kimber 

Chris Macs eldest daughter ... Jenny??? 

Jenny .... can't remember her surname .... she does the flowers and lives on Gorse lane!! 

Gerald Martin 

Wendy (who used to help with Junior Church) 

Sally Woods 

Terry Jackson ..... Breffney Pye and Tessa Voller used to have the girls so Terry could help at youth 

club. 

I have probably missed someone out but ..... 

I stopped in 2000 - and then I guess it carried on for a while .... Ivy or Reg may remember more?? 

hope this helps. 

Love 

Fiona. 

mailto:fiona.jackson.ywt@gmail.com
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