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WEYDON SCHOOL BRIEFING PAPER 

INTRODUCTION 

I have been helped in the preparation of this Briefing Paper on Weydon School by a number of 

sources. Firstly there was a comprehensive publication in 2008, undertaken by Judith Waters, 

entitled ‘A Brief History of Weydon School’, to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the School.  This 

concentrated particularly on the achievements and many of the characters associated with the 

school, both children and staff. It was significantly informed by the editions of the School Magazine, 

the ‘Weydonian’, which chronicled the main events and achievements, from 1959 – 2008.  Judith 

who was for a time Librarian at the School, and Editor of the ‘Weydonian', was in an ideal position to 

source this material. 

I was also privileged to have had access to a thesis, undertaken by Wendy Coxell, one of the 

members of our Project, as part of a Bachelor of Education Course at Bishop Otter College in 

Chichester, now Chichester University. Wendy was a member of the Weydon staff in the 1970’s and 

her work has provided a valuable insight into the early days of the school, and the changes that were 

occurring in secondary education at this time. Another member of our project Mavis Standing, had 

contributed to a number of articles that had appeared in the ‘Peeps in the Past’ Column of the 

Farnham Herald under the heading, ‘What Mavis did at School’.  These were widely quoted in Judith 

Water’s  book. 

In this Briefing Paper I have concentrated more upon the structural changes in education in the 

country over the 60 years in which Weydon School has been operating and particularly those 

changes that have occurred more recently. How these have impacted at a local level will of course 

have been significantly influenced by Head Teachers and Chairmen of Governors.  I will be 

illustrating how the school has changed in staffing, facilities and structure to emerge as one of the 

leading secondary schools in the country and which now has a significant influence in South West 

Surrey. 

POST WAR CHANGES IN SECONDARY EDUCATION 

As far back as 1926 the Government had commissioned the Hadow Report which was 

recommending that there should be separation between Primary and Secondary Education.  Many 

of our members will recall that our Village school, St Peter’s, which has been considered in previous 

Briefing Papers, was an all-through School, albeit with a separate Infants school.  However for many 

years both boys and girls spent their entire school life at St Peter’s, until they left school at 14.  After 

the war it was the established practice, particularly in the villages, to provide a single school that 

dealt with youngsters from 5 – 14. 

There were two major changes in the 1940’s that affected education.  The first was the greater 

emphasis given to Secondary Education.  The second were the changes in the school leaving age.  

This had been under consideration for many years.  Referred to informally as ROSLA – Raising of the 

School Leaving Age.    In 1918, an Education Act, known as the Fisher Act raised the school leaving 

age to 14 and planned to expand separate secondary education.  Many years later, in 1944, the 

leaving age was raised to 15 and in 1972 this was further raised to 16.  The intention was to provide 

two distinct levels of education, Primary and Secondary. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raising_Of_School_Leaving_Age
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raising_Of_School_Leaving_Age
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The lack of suitable school accommodation meant that the expansion of secondary education was 

not tackled in many areas until sometime after the war.  In Farnham, apart from the two grammar 

schools, there were no other secondary school buildings.  It was the Education Act in 1944 that 

promoted change. This Act sharply distinguished between primary and secondary education at age 

11 and ended the traditional all-age (5-14) elementary sector, enforcing the division between 

primary (5–12 years old) and secondary (12–15 years old) education.   In 1994 the age of transfer 

from Primary to Secondary was changed from 12 to 11.  These changes had a significant effect on 

school accommodation requirements. 

In 1947 Surrey County Council, the education authority for the Farnham area, had adopted a three 

tier system:   First Schools            (5- 8 yrs.)  

Middle Schools        ( 8 – 12 yrs.) and 

Secondary Schools  (12-16 yrs.)   

Initially the Grammar Schools in the County were retained, but arrangements were made to annually 

reduce their intake so that progressively the schools would become 6th Form Colleges catering only 

for post-secondary education. The 11 plus examination to enable selection at 11 was at the same 

time being gradually phased out. 

In the restructuring that took place in Surrey in the late 1940’s, St Peter’s School, and its adjacent 

Infants school became the First and Middle Schools for SW Farnham.  The Secondary School was 

initially provided at the Bourne.  It was not until 1958 that the County Council was able to provide a 

new Secondary School, Weydon School, in a site in Weydon Lane. Until then Wrecclesham 

youngsters had to walk approx.2 miles, from the centre of Wrecclesham, to the Bourne. The St 

Peter’s School Log Book records that: 

‘On September 13th 1948 all children over 12½ years were to be transferred to attend 

the new Secondary School at the Bourne.’ 

 

 

The Bourne Village School today. 
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The Bourne School had been a centre of the village community since 1861.  It started life on a 

different site just opposite the Fox Public house.  This building had originally been commissioned by 

Wilbraham Taylor, a flamboyant resident of the Bourne, as a Mission hall, ‘for the betterment of 

young men and women’, in direct competition with the two almost adjacent public houses, ‘the Fox’ 

and, on the other side of the road, ‘the Happy Home’.  Known as the Taylor Hall the building for 

many years has provided a home for the 5th Farnham local Scout Troop.   

The numbers grew rapidly and in 1884 the present site, behind the Fox Public House, and accessed 

from School Lane, was purchased for £250.  The school opened in 1895, with accommodation for 

395 children, but it had few, if any,, of the specialist facilities normally associated with a Secondary 

School, e.g. craft facilities, laboratories, gymnasium, playing fields etc.  The youngsters from 

Wrecclesham were taught there for some 10 years until a new secondary school at Weydon Lane 

was opened in 1957. 

Bourne School today, shown in the picture earlier, has been much extended and is the Infants School 

Department of the South Farnham Educational Trust. 

THE ARRIVAL OF WEYDON COUNTY SECONDARY SCHOOL. 

In Feb. 1951 the County Council decided that a 17 acre site should be acquired in Weydon Lane, 

Wrecclesham and gave instruction for architects to prepare sketch plans for the school building.  By 

September that year working drawings were completed and, in October, the Committee gave 

approval for the expenditure of £112,063 on the first stage of the school.   

 

Aerial View of Weydon School at time of opening 1958 
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Extracted from ‘Education in Farnham’, by Wendy Coxell – Bishop Otter B.Ed Thesis. 1977. 
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Schoolboy artist’s impression of Weydon School’s frontage. 

A NEW SCHOOL 

The facilities in the new school consisted of a two story Entrance building (shown above)containing 

the school library on its first floor.  At the time of opening the library contained no books! 

To the east was an administrative wing embracing the Headmaster’s Study, Staff Common Room and 

offices.  In the West wing were classrooms together with a science laboratory and art and 

needlework rooms.  To the rear of these buildings were the facilities for woodwork and domestic 

science. Space was allowed for future extension as the school increased in pupil numbers. 

The building fronted Weydon Lane, overlooking the railway line, and at the back there was a 

surfaced playground which was surrounded by hop gardens. There was a small playing field, little 

larger than the playground.  Cricket and Football were played on the Wrecclesham Recreation 

Ground.  

The School opened on 16th September 1957 with 340 pupils, boys and girls and 15 staff. The 

Headmaster Mr A.H. Surman had previously taught at Glyn Grammar School in Epsom.  It was 

something of a staggered start as nine of the staff were temporary appointments who were holding 

down posts until the appointed candidates could be released from their former posts.   

 

A.H Surman – Weydon School’s First Head Teacher - 1957-1969 
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The attendance of the pupils was also somewhat staggered as the hop fields which surrounded the 

school were still active and any pupils hop-picking with their parents could still have the first two 

weeks of the autumn term off.  Mavis Standing reports that: 

‘Our first few weeks of the new term was punctuated by the sound of tractors constantly carrying hops to 

the kilns by the railway bridge.’ 

Mr Surman was pleased to announce in 1963 that the County Council had agreed to acquire the hop 

fields to the south of the school for a school playing field. (See plan below)  

 

Land for Weydon School Playing Fields 

 In March 1965 the Weydonian reported that: 

‘the upper half for the new games field had been prepared and grass sown’ 

Although their dream of playing fields had come true, wires left from the hop fields, and lots of stones left 

behind, meant that for many years groups of pupils were tasked with clearing the pitches as a form of 

punishment!  Indeed Surrey County Council later paid pupils to pick up the stones. 

By the time Mr Surman retired in 1969, after 12 years in post, the School had become well 

established.  As was said at the occasion of his retirement by the Divisional Educcation Officer: 

‘He had laid the foundation and created a school that was held in high regard throughout the County.’ 
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Considerable progress had been made during Mr Surman’s ‘reign.’  Although Weydon was at the 

time designated as a Secondary Modern School it did not appear to have  suffered from many of the 

characteristics of Secondary Modern Schools which have been described as follows : 

‘Secondary modern school pupils would receive training in a wide range of simple, practical skills. The 
purpose of which was to mainly focus on training in basic subjects, such as arithmetic, mechanical skills such 
as woodworking, and domestic skills, such as cookery.   
 
Its students were particularly disadvantaged in the extent to which their schools could equip them to reach 
their full educational potential.’  

1
 

 
The continuation by Surrey County Council of the ‘11 Plus’ examination  deprived Weydon of the 

brightest pupils, who were attending the two Farnham Grammar Schools. Nonetheless the head 

teacher, Mr. Surman, who had previously taught in Grammar Schoools, was keen to fully extend the 

education of his Weydon pupils. 

The records show that Weydon during its first decade or so was providing a rich blend of 

opportunities for an education in more than a pure academic sense,  The production of a Magazine, 

the ‘Weydonian’ provides evidence of the range of cultural and sporting activities that were enjoyed 

by the pupils.  The concert performances of the School Choir, the production of dramatic 

performances such as , Androcles and the Lion and Toad of Toad Hall, the educational holidays and 

visits  and sporting achievements of teams of all ages in a range of sports are all examples of these 

early achievements.  

The photograph on the previous page of Mr. Surman suggests he was somewhat of a stern 

character.  He is remembered by one student as: 

‘A patient, fair and kindly man who was devoted to teaching.’ 

One mystery about him was his christian name.  He was always known as A.H. Surman.  He was 

never referred to by his Christian name, but apparently a select few of the staff were allowed to call 

him ‘Billy’.  I think the students had other names for him! 

Despite searching on the Internet I have been unable to ascertain his Christian name!  Anyone able 

to help? 

THE SEVENTIES – A PERIOD OF GROWTH 

The first decade of Weydon had witnessed the establishment of  a sound school routine, and a 

flourishing school, but, apart from the playing fields, only modest improvements to the original 

school facilities. The appointment in 1969 of the new Head Teacher, Eric Chambers, a Yorkshireman, 

heralded a period of significant growth both in the facilities available and in student numbers. 

  Weydon pupils continued to excel in a variety of disciplines. 

                                                           
1
 Wikipedia article on Secondary Modern Schools.’ 
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Eric Chambers – 1969 - 1982 

By 1970, natural increases in school numbers were demanding additional facilities.  By June 1970 

following the pressure brought upon the education authority by the School Governors and the new 

head teacher, Weydon had benefited from the addition of a gymnasium2, an additional science 

laboratory and a domestic science room.  

However on 1st September 1972, the school leaving age was raised from 15 to 16.  In preparation 

for this the Government had arranged to provide a number of ROSLA buildings.  These buildings 

would provide additional accommodation for music, commerce, languages and art and a second 

library for research and general study.  The facilities even included a prefect’s room!! 

At the same time Surrey County Council had agreed to discontinue the 11 plus examination and, in 

consequence, there were to be no more first year admissions to the two Farnham Grammar Schools.  

In September 1973, for the first time, Weydon School was to become a truly Comprehensive School 

dealing with pupils from 12 to 16 years of age.  There was to be a six form entry in the first year and 

this was expected year by year to increase the school numbers to around 1,000 pupils. 

Following this re-organisation, and in anticipation of a large September intake, work began on 

further facilities which were designed for the school complement to reach 960 pupils.  These 

additions were classrooms, a small hall, two science laboratories, plus new tennis courts and 

playground facilities.   The estimated cost for the provision of these new facilities was £309,252. This 

was more than twice the cost of the original school! 

Throughout the 1970’s the ‘Weydonian’ chronicled the increasing range of extra curricular activities 

enjoyed by pupils.  Sporting achievements, dramatic productions, musical concerts and school trips 

are fully recorded in this magazine.  

This constant growth in new building and new activities put great pressure on the headmaster and 

his staff.  Eric Chambers, the head,  was to oversee changes in the school which required great skill in 

dealing with the many calls upon his time from the likes of builders, architects, county treasurers, 

                                                           
2
 Up to this time the school hall had been required to double as a gymnasium. 
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school governors, etc to say nothing of managing a staff of around 50 teachers and nearly 1,000 boys 

and girls.  He handled it well and with good humour.  As is recorded in the History of Weydon 

School: 

‘He was clever and well respected…. a strong and a fair man who did not suffer fools gladly… however he had a 

lighter side and enjoyed social events, especially the Staff Friday night Sport and Social Club…  at the Annual 

Christmas Lunch he would lead the singing with, ‘On Ilkley Moor Bah ‘Tat’. He was a Yorkshire man after all!’ 

Eric Chambers retired in 1982.  During his headship pupil numbers had tripled, staff numbers had 

risen from 13 to approx. 50.  Four Major extensions had been added to the original building and 

Weydon had become a successful Comprehensive School with a handful of pupils a year who would 

later win Oxbridge places. 

A PERIOD OF CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT AND CONSOLIDATION. 

In 1982 Weydon welcomed as their  new Head Teacher Revd. David Adams.  He came to Weydon 

with a wealth of experience having taught in schools abroad and in the UK.  His previous post had 

been as head teacher at St Paul’s School in Addlestone, where he had worked since 1974. 

 

Revd, David Adams 

As the ‘Brief History of Weydon’ records: 

‘Over the 16 years that David Adams was Headmaster, he managed a complex building and 

refurbishment programme to meet the ever changing needs of the curriculum. By 1998 the School 

had a new Learning Resource Centre and Information Technology Suite, a New Technology Block , A 

Graphics Studio, eight Science laboratories, a new domestic heating system, a security alarm, a 

modern telephone exchange and grounds which had been lovingly planted with many trees.  A new 

wing, later to be officially opened as the David Adams Wing, was under construction to provide 

Music Rooms, with Practice rooms, a Drama Hall and five classrooms for languages.’ 

The 1980’s were times of much change.  Money was tight, teachers were unsettled with Union calls 

for industrial action, the government were introducing many changes, Local Management of Schools 

was requiring schools to be financially accountable, The National Curriculum led to a new syllabus 
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for the GCSE and there was a reduction in the age at which pupils were to transfer to secondary 

school which led to a further sudden increase in numbers. 

There was limited funding to cope with these changes or to introduce new facilities and 

opportunities.  There were however several useful outcomes designed to cope with this situation.   

One of these was the establishment of a Trust Fund -PTFA - set up to encourage parents to raise 

funds for the school.  This had been raising relatively modest sums each year, from managing a Tuck 

Shop, which provided a little extra that the constraints on the budget did not permit.  However from 

these small beginnings more meaningful sums were later accumulated that greatly assisted in 

progressing projects that would otherwise have struggled to get off the ground.   

This period also witnessed school results being subjected to national league tables based on GCSE 

examination results.  In 1993 these tables showed Weydon to be in top 150 schools in the country.  

In 1994 Weydon was the top Surrey 12-16 School.3  64% of its students gained 5 or more GCSE’s at 

Grades A-C which was slightly over 20% higher than the national average and 16% higher than the 

Surrey average. 

In 1995 David Adams was appointed as a Chaplain to Her Majesty the Queen.  He was already a non 

stipendiary minister for the Church of St Thomas on the Bourne.  As might be expected from this 

alternative calling, David Adams was noted for his unique style of communication, combining 

wisdom and witticism, humour and sadness, rebuke and praise.   

These skills were sorely needed when Weydon was chosen the following year to be one of the first 

schools to be selected for the new OFSTED inspections that the government had introduced.  The 

preparations for this event took five senior staff a month to prepare! 

As David Adams was himself to report it was a gruelling experience to have 13 ‘experts’, on the loose 

for a week in the school. He went on to say: 

‘In retrospect while there is everything to be said for schools being accountable, and inspection must be part of that 

process, unquestionably the fact of being ‘ofstedded’ takes ones mind of the children and fixates it upon surviving the 

onslaught from the inspectors.’  

Perhaps unsurprisingly, Weydon received a ‘very good’ OFSTED report. 

David Adams retired as Head Teacher of Weydon in 1979.  In a tribute to his period of office one of 

the teachers Roy Swindell said: 

‘In the years before schools were overwhelmed by aims, objectives and targets, David’s ambition in every situation 

seemed to be a simple one: to seek the greater good for everyone at Weydon.’ 

THE TURN OF THE CENTURY 

In keeping with the mood of the time the next appointment of a Head Teacher at Weydon School 

was a female, Lynne Jackson.  She brought with her valuable experience of being Deputy Head at 

Glebelands School, Cranleigh.  A 12- 16 Surrey Comprehensive School, like Weydon, Glebeland had 

                                                           
3
  11-16 schools are comprehensive schools but with no 6th form. 
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been selected by the Sports Council in the early 1990’s to be a pilot school designed to encourage 

the wider use by the general public of school sports facilities.    

The Glebelands sports hall had been assisted with capital grant from the Sports Council and 

moreover was selected to receive revenue funding for the appointment of a sports hall manager, 

whose task was to encourage the increased use of the schools facilities by the local community. 

 

Lynne Jackson 

Weydon had already been thinking in this direction and, in 1976, had invited John Birch, a former 

Director of Regional Services for the Sports Council, and a local resident, to advise them on the 

provision of new indoor facilities for sport.  During her first term Lynne was determined to find a way 

of improving indoor sports facilities at Weydon.  In 1998 she was given the go ahead by the 

education authority to sell a plot of land for residential development in a bid to finance a £1.1 

million Sports Hall. (see plan below)   Although Governors had previously resisted the sale of school 

land this was the only means of funding much needed additional sports provision. 

 

Land Sale for Sports Hall  

The somewhat disused area, popularly known as the orchard, to the east of the school site, provided 

this opportunity and as the new millenium began the land for housing was sold and a start made on 

building the sports hall, (see picture overleaf) with completion expected in 2001. 
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Sports Hall under Construction  

Like all building schemes they take longer than predicted, however in March 2002 the Sports Hall 

was officially opened, and named after Tony Clark, the deputy Head who had taught at Weydon for 

26 years.  The PTFA Trust raised £15,000 to equip the hall with trampolines, basketball nets and 

inddor cricket nets. 

The Sports Hall was not the only project seeking money at this time as, in 2001, Weydon had 

decided to bid for Specialist School Status in Science which involved them in raising £50,000 from 

local industry, a sum they achieved by 2003 when the School was recognised as a Centre of 

Excellence for Science.  This was accompanied by an additional £150,000 of Government Funds.  This 

enabled a new Maths classroom to be provided and significant additional computer and ICT 

equipment needed to keep pace with software requiring machines with higher specifications. 

Sport was not the the only area of development during Lynne Jackson’s headship.  In 1999 the first 

phase of the school computer network was completed. Facilities included an ISDN line enabling 

Internet connections around the school.  58 work stations were available for students in three IT 

rooms.  The David Adams Wing was also opened providing superb facilities for music, drama and 

languages.  Students continued to achieve both academically and in the sporting arena while the 

school concerts and dramatic productions continued to a high standard. 

In May 2000 the school enjoyed, or is it endured, a second OFSTED inspection which found the 

school to be: 

‘a good school, with a good team of teachers, supportive parents and pupils who are n the main keen to 

learn.’   

In 2005, after seven very energetic and prosperous years, Lynne Taylor announced her forthcoming 

retirement.  Lynne’s greatest reward came that year when Year 11 GCSE results topped the 70% five 

A-C Grades for the first time. 

In a tribute, John Sawyer, the Deputy Head said that:  

‘Lynne brought something very special and individual to headship.  She was blessed with excellent 

judgement, a healthy sense of the ridiculous, and although she won’t thank me for saying this, a clear vision 

of the sort of school she wanted.’ 
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A WINTER’S TALE. 

In 2005 a new Head, John Winter, arrived at Weydon.  He came with significant management 

experience in a range of Surrey High Schools, most recently as acting head teacher of the Bishop 

David Brown School in Woking.  By the end of his first term John Winter had a vision for Weydon 

which was ‘ to take the school into the top 50, 11-16 state schools nationally.’ 

 

John Winter 

In 2006 Weydon had another visit from the OFSTED inspection team.  The inspectors found that: 

‘Weydon Students are a joy to teach’ and that the student’s behaviour, attitude to learning and 

attendance were exemplary.’ 

Weydon’s GCSE results in 2006 were yet another record with 84% gaining five A*- C grades which 

put Weydon in the 9th percentile compared with all other secondary schools. 

John Winter introduced a number of new ideas: 

 To improve the home school partnership he introduced a monthly open door for parents 

which gave the parents the opportunity to feed back on areas of improvement. 

 On the curriculum front he introduced Mandarin, the European Computer driving licence. 

 He encouraged healthy eating in the school to encourage more children to sample healthy 

options on the menu. 

 He appointed a Manager to encourage greater community use of the new Sportsfacilities. 

The Specialist status in science led to a Science week which was enjoyed by parents students and 

teachers and the school led a ‘Back to Work Community Programme for Adults’. 

As will be seen on the adjacent page Extra Curriculum Activities during lunchtime and after school 

were being enjoyed by more and more students. Music at Weydon was going from strength to 

strength with the Weydon Orhestra, the Recorder Club, the Year 10 Funk Band, the Drum Kit Club, 

The Weydon School Band and the Wind Band.  

On the sporting front Weydon pupils were succeeding in a range of sports.  PE benefited from 

partnerships with local sports cubs.  Rowledge Cricket Club and Weydon shared a professional 

cricket coach from  Australia and the Bourne Club provided Tennis coaches. With support from the 

Farnham Lions and the Lawn Tennis Association students raised money for New Basketball Posts, outdoor 

table tennis tables and outdoor seating. John Winter was also hoping to expand the programme of resident 

expert coaches in Music, Art and Drama. 
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In 2008 a £1 million pound building project was awarded by the Government as part of the Faraday 

project and plans for the new look Weydon were under way as result of the funds awarded by the 

Department for Children Schools and Families to build new Science laboratories country and to 

improve the front reception area. John Winter was it seemed well on the way to accomplishing the 

aims he set himself in his first term.  He said:‘I am delighted that all the hard work of the staff and 

students is impacting on the rapid rise in learning standards in the school.  This is just the start we 

could have wished for as we approach our 50th anniversary celebrations.’  

2009 was no let up as in June there was yet another OFSTED examination.  On this occasion the 

School was regarded by the Inspector as OUTSTANDING. The Report reads: 

‘Weydon School is an outstanding school, and as a highly successful school is a popular choice 
with potential Year 7 entrants. The head teacher and the senior leadership team have provided 
excellent direction for the school in driving up achievement and standards through developing 
a culture for learning. They have created a strong ethos for the school which is summed up in 
its vision statement 'promote respect for ourselves, each other, the environment and the 
community'. This fundamental aim, along with the excellent pastoral system, builds on students' 
aspirations and has contributed to students' outstanding personal development and well-being. 
Students are highly motivated, display exemplary behaviour and enjoy their learning immensely.’ 
 

WEYDON BECOMES AN ACADEMY SCHOOL 
 
In 2011, as a result of this OFSTED achievement it has been possible for Weydon to convert to 
Academy status under the Academies Act 2010.  Academy schools are state-funded schools in 
England which are directly funded by the Department for Education and independent of local 
authority control. 

Academies are self-governing non-profit charitable trusts and may receive additional support from 
personal or corporate sponsors, either financially or in kind.  They do not have to follow the National 
Curriculum, but do have to ensure that their curriculum is broad and balanced, and that it includes 
the core subjects of Mathematics and English. They are subject to inspection by Ofsted. 

Essentially, academies have more freedom than other state schools over their finances, the 

curriculum, and teachers' pay and conditions. A key difference is that they are funded directly by 

central government, instead of receiving their funds via a local authority. 

In 2013 Surrey County Council agreed major improvements to the Weydon School building This 
involved reorganisation of playing field and: 
  

• extension to the dining hall 
• conversion of existing changing rooms to a Flexible Learning Centre 
• construction of new changing rooms and extensions to the Sports Hall 
• providing a single storey extension to Food Technology and Textiles Department. 
• construction of a new access road and footway from Greenfield Road 

  provision of a new performing arts centre with 310 seats, two drama suites and a 
rehearsal studio. 

 building a 22 room classroom block for languages and humanities 

 refurbish other buildings, which will include facilities for special education needs, music 
and a science block 

• upgrading of outdoor sports facilities at the school to include a floodlit multi games area,  
                 2 synthetic turf sports pitches, a four lane running track and a new long jump pit  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-profit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charitable_trusts_in_English_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Curriculum_for_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Curriculum_for_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ofsted
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 providing 2 new synthetic sports pitches. 
The development was in four phases starting in 2013, at a cost of £13 million and was designed to 
enable the School to increase capacity from its current size of 252 students per year group to 
308. The final phase of the building programme was completed in time for the start of the school 
year in September 2016. 
 
John Winter in welcoming the proposals said that:  

 ‘the school will be developing world class facilities, in a range of areas including Arts and Sport’ 

 
WEYDON CONTINUES TO LEAD. 
 
It will have been seen above that Weydon has made great strides since it was first opened some 60 
years ago.  Recent achievements have been exceptional and have justified the aim to make Weydon 
one of the top Secondary Schools in the Country.  Not wishing to rest on its laurels the School has 
already undertaken several significant changes. 
 
Teacher Training 
 
With the University of Chichester, Weydon now offers a school led Post Graduate Certificate in 
Education by offering high quality, varied teacher training placements with several schools in Surrey 
and Hampshire, leading to teaching qualifications. 
 
Multi Academy Trust 
 
Weydon has taken the lead in forming a Multi Academy Trust, initially with three other local schools; 
Heath End School in Farnham, Woolmer Hill School in Haslemere and Ridgeway School, a special 
needs school in Farnham.  The Government is encouraging the formation of MAT’s with an aim to 
work effectively across a number of schools to raise standards in education.  Weydon will be the 
lead School in the Trust and John Winter has been appointed as its Chief Executive Officer. To fill his 
post at Weydon, Mrs Jackie Sharman has   been appointed as principal of Weydon School. 
 
Providing a Sixth Form 
 
Weydon has ambition to provide 6th Form education. Unfortunately this has turned into a much 
longer process than was originally anticipated. The School has been trying to arrange a meeting with 
the Education Funding Agency (EFA) to discuss the proposal. THE EFA are the funding agency who 
would provide the agreement and capital for a bespoke sixth form centre. The School is very 
frustrated by the lack of progress but is doing everything all it can to progress this ambition. 

CONCLUSION 
 
The above account reveals how far Weydon School has progressed in providing secondary education 
to youngsters in South Farnham.  One of our members has asked whether the History Project could 
make an arrangement to visit the school and to see what is now provided.  It is hoped that such a 
visit can be arranged before Christmas.   I will be collecting names of those who would like to visit 
the school and see its facilities.  Meanwhile I am including some more pictures of the facilities that 
have been provided recently.   
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                         The School Entrance                                        The Extension to the Weydon Sports Hall 

 

 

 

The Medici Performing Arts Centre 

 

New Classroom Block 
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          One of the 3 Artificial Turf Pitches                    The Floodlit All Weather Multi Sports Area 

 

                  

Entrance to the Performing Arts Centre     The School Library 

 

                                                        The School Dining Room 
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  Music Room     Athletics Training Area 

 

 

Sports Centre Fitness Room 

 

      

                  Classroom     Computer Room 


